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PREFACE 


This 1s the sixth volume in the series of catalogues devoted to the publication of Byzantine seals at 
Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum of Art. In the first five volumes Nicolas Oikonomides, 
Eric McGeer, and John Nesbitt edited and commented on some two thousand five hundred seals 
with geographical names. The purpose of these catalogues was to supplement information from 
texts and inscriptions about developments in the Byzantine system of provincial administration. In 
the present catalogue we publish some five hundred imperial and patriarchal seals. In the section on 
imperial seals our commentary centers on inscriptions and imperial iconography. Typically, discus- 
sion is expanded to include comparison and contrast with the related genre of imperial coins. To fa- 
cilitate a visual understanding of specific points we have often included with our edition of the seals 
of a particular emperor an illustration of a relevant coin from his reign. While it is true that Zacos 
and Veglery have already published a fair number of our imperial seals, we note that they published 
their catalogue in 1972 and that their bibliography is now long out of date. In our volume 6 we pub- 
lish with the imperial seals the patriarchal seals preserved in the collections at Dumbarton Oaks and 
in the Fogg Museum of Art. The reason for their inclusion is quite simple. In this way readers who 
wish to compare and contrast the seals of the emperors and the patriarchs will have at their disposal 
in one volume an extensive series of imperial seals and a representative group of patriarchal seals. 
To be sure Laurent published many of our patriarchal seals in volume 5 of his Corpus. Laurent’s 
catalogue, however, has been long out of print. Zacos, in his Byzantine Lead Seals, also published a 
goodly number of the patriarchal seals contained in the present volume. But the Zacos catalogue is 
not widely available and the bibliography needs updating. 

In volumes 7, 8, and 9 we plan to publish with Prof. Werner Seibt the seals of the Byzantine 


families. 
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Chapter I 


EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


This sixth volume of the catalogue describes, for the most part, the imperial and patriarchal seals 
preserved in the collections of Dumbarton Oaks and the Fogg Museum of Art. 

In Chapter I, dealing with imperial seals, the illustrations depart somewhat from the norm. 
When an imperial seal is edited, it is common practice for the seal to be illustrated and for the seal’s 
design and inscriptions to be compared verbally with the emperor’s coinage. We take the proce- 
dure one step further. Where possible or appropriate, we illustrate both seal and coin. In this way 
the reader can verify at once the comparative elements to which our verbal description refers. In 
general, the coin illustrated is from the collection of Dumbarton Oaks or the Fogg Museum of Art. 
The volume of the DOC in which the coin is published is normally cited in the caption accompa- 
nying the coin. Since we do not expect every reader to own or have readily available a copy of the 
DOC, we also cite for the early coinage Hahn’s Moneta Imperii Byzantini (MIB) and for the later 
coinage Morrisson’s Catalogue des monnaies byzantines (BNC). 

Since it may not be apparent to a general reader why it should be common practice for coins 
and imperial seals to be compared we have thought it best to say a few words on the subject. Only 
the emperor had the right to mint coins. Only his seal validated imperial correspondence and doc- 
uments. Both classes of objects are tangible expressions of the exercise of rulership and thus it 
is not surprising that as a general rule coins and seals bear a depiction with a legend identifying 
the legal authority behind their issuance. There are of course exceptions. On seals from the joint 
reign of Herakleios and his sons Herakleios Constantine and Heraklonas there are depictions of the 
co-emperors, but no names (see our nos. 17.1—21). The same situation, we add, obtains on the coin 
illustrated. During the Iconoclastic period seals that carry no imperial imagery were used. See, for 
example, our nos. 33.1—2, the seals of Constantine V and Leo IV. Confidence in the authenticity of 
these objects, as in the case of their aniconic silver coinage, is conveyed by inscriptions naming the 
emperors to whom the seals belonged. | 

It might be assumed that coinage and imperial seals parallel each other in overall design, style, 
iconography, and epigraphy. But generalizations are best avoided. To see in what way and to what 
degree resemblances may vary, take a concrete example, the seals and coinage of Emperor Justin- 
ian I (nos. 4.1—15). Superficially the representation of the emperor on his seal and on his gold soli- 
dus are similar. In both cases we find an imperial bust identified by a circular inscription. But on the 
coin the emperor holds a globus cruciger in the right hand and a shield rests on his left shoulder; 
on the seal both elements are absent. Additionally, the imperial image on Justinian’s seals is much 
simpler and cruder than on his coins. One is left with the impression that the workmanship that went 
into the production of his seals was in comparison quite slovenly, a judgment applicable as well to 
seal blanks. The blanks are often too small to receive the full imprint of a boulloterion’s dies and 


as a result inscriptions are either partial or wholly lacking. The lack of a complete inscription on an 
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emperor’s seals is common, and as a result sigillographers may profitably consult coins for assis- 
tance with restoring inscriptions that are partial or lost due to small seal blanks or a seal’s poor state 
of preservation. Coins and seals are, moreover, two-sided objects and as such may incorporate im- 
ages other than that of an emperor. A student consulting this catalogue might therefore wonder if 
coins and seals bear the same nonimperial iconography. In the early Byzantine period there are strik- 
ing divergences, made evident when the contrasting objects appear side by side. On Maurice’s gold 
coins one encounters on the obverse a representation of the emperor and on the reverse the figure of 
an angel holding a cross staff and globus cruciger. On his seals (see nos. 9.1—9) we find a depiction 
of the emperor on one side and on the other the image of the Virgin holding Christ before her. Coins 
and imperial seals reflect imperial ideology. Where differences occur in iconographic subjects it is 
essential that they be noted. Particular letterforms on coins can be useful for dating seals. An inter- 
esting case involves the aniconic seals of Emperors Leo III and Constantine V (see nos. 31.1—2). The 
obverse of their seal has a cross potent on steps and a legend referring to “the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.” On the reverse we find an inscription reading “Leo and Constantine, faith- 
ful emperors of the Romaioi.” The letters are thick, short, and irregularly grouped. The same letter- 
forms are found on Leo III’s silver coinage. This feature allows us to distinguish Leo III's seals from 
seals of similar appearance belonging to Leo IV and Leo V. For more on the subject of coin and 
seal iconography see the brief but useful exposition found in C. Morrisson and G. Zacos’s chap- 
ter “L’image de l’°empereur byzantin sur les sceaux et les monnaies” in the exposition catalogue La 
monnaie, miroir des rois, Hétel de la Monnaie, Paris, February—April, 1978, 57-72. 

It might be useful to include here a discussion about the typology of imperial seals and changes 
in their design over time. From the reign of Emperor Justinian (527-65) to the reign of Constantine 
IV (668-85) it had been common practice to issue seals bearing a representation of the emperor on 
one side and a depiction of the Virgin on the other. Among early imperial seals one of the more ar- 
resting developments is the brief suppression in 681-85 of the image of the Virgin and its replace- 
ment with a cross potent (see nos. 23.1—7). This alteration in seal design prefigures the Iconoclastic 
preferences in 720-41 of Emperor Leo III and the use of a cross potent for decoration on the obverse 
and an inscription on the reverse (see nos. 31.1—2). The varying fortunes of Iconoclasm are mirrored 
in the resurgence of Marian imagery in the chancery of the emperor Nikephoros I (see nos. 38.1 and 
40.1) and its general abandonment among his successors. A new stage emerges after Iconclasm; the 
reign of Emperor Michael III (856-67) witnesses the replacement of the Virgin’s image with a rep- 
resentation of Christ, a situation that obtains into the Palaiologan period. Noteworthy exceptions 
are the seals of Constantine VII and Zoe (see nos. 58.1—2), Empress Theophano (see no. 65.1), and 
Empress Eudokia (see no. 80.1). The Virgin’s continued popularity among empresses is reflected in 
the use of her image on seals of Theodora Doukaina Palaiologina (nos. 105.1—3), Eirene Komnene 
Doukaina Palaiologina (no. 107.1), and Anna Palaiologina (no. 109.1). As decades and centuries 
passed, differences inevitably arose in the manner in which the Virgin and Christ were portrayed. In 
the reign of Justinian the Virgin is shown en buste (no. 6.1); on a seal of Tiberios Constantine she is 
represented three-quarter length (no. 8.1). Seals of Maurice Tiberios, as well as his successors, show 


her full length. On seals of the VIth century the Virgin generally is shown holding Christ before her; 
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later, in the early VIIth century on a seal of Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine there appears 
a more naturalistic rendering of the two figures: the Virgin holds Christ before her, but her hand is 
placed under his foot and, showing the tension in her body, her right leg is bent at the knee (see no. 
13.5). In the reign of Constantine IV she is shown for the first time as the Hodegetria, holding Christ 
on her left arm (see no. 24.1). In the Xth century, on seals of Constantine VII and Zoe (cited above), 
she is depicted en buste, holding a medallion of Christ; on the seal of Empress Theophano (cited 
above) she is represented as an orant, and on seals of John I (see no. 66.1) she is shown placing her 
hand in blessing on the emperor’s head. Before Iconoclasm Christ is represented as an infant child 
held by his mother. The Christ represented on seals after Iconoclasm is a mature figure. Beginning 
with the seals of Michael III (see nos. 49.1—3), he 1s depicted with a beard. In the first stages of his 
depiction after Iconoclasm, he appears with a cross behind his head. Later the cross is altered; in the 
reign of Constantine VII Christ appears for the first time with a nimbus cruciger (see nos. 63.1—3). 

No discussion of the design of Byzantine lead seals would be complete without reference to in- 
scriptions, specifically their placement and the alphabets employed. Until the reign of Nikephoros 
I the Virgin appears without any identifying inscription. On our no. 40.1 she is flanked by crucifom 
invocative monograms reading OeotéKe BonGer. The design of a seal of Constantine VII and Zoe 
(nos. 58.1—2, cited above) features a bust of the Virgin enclosed within a circular inscription reading 
‘Ynepayia OcotoKe B(onPer). On the seal of Theophano (no. 65.1, cited above) the Virgin is pro- 
claimed in a circular inscription as OgotoKoc and on the seal of John I (no. 66.1, cited above) she 
is identified by the siglum MO: M(4jtnp) O(eod). A century or so later she is portrayed on Empress 
Eudokia’s seal (no. 80.1, cited above) with flanking sigla P-OV: Mn(ty)p O(e0)d. 

The mature Christ, who appears on seals after Iconoclasm, 1s initially identified by a circu- 
lar inscription reading IhKSYSX-RISZ OS: Insus Xristos. The formula is expanded on a seal of Leo 
VI and Alexander (no. 53.1); here the bearded Christ is accompanied by a legend reading IhS4S- 
XRI-.Z YSTICA: Insus Xri[s]tus nica. On our no. 63.3, a seal of Constantine VII, we note that Christ 
is identified by the flanking sigla IC-XC: “I(yo00d)¢ X(piotd)¢. Seals of John I (nos. 66.1-67.1) 
have Christ within a circular legend reading IhSXRSREXREGNANTIhM: In(su)s Xr(istu)s rex 
regnanti<u>m. During the reign of Basil II, Christ (see our nos. 68.1—10) is referred to in a circular 
legend by the epithet EMMA-NOVHA: "EupavovnA. He is identified by flanking siglalC-XC. These 
legends are standard on imperial seals through the reign of Constantine X. Afterward, the epithet is 
deleted (except on the seals of Manuel J), but the sigla remain. 

Let us now turn to the matter of alphabets and the principles on which the reproduction of in- 
scriptions and their transcriptions are based. Beginning with the later VIth century we notice the 
gradual introduction on seals of pietistic expressions in Greek, but in Latin letters. Zacos and Veg- 
lery (no. 18) have published from the reign of Constans and Constantine a seal of 654—59 on which 
one finds such a phrase relating to the emperors, namely: €C O€4 (“from God”). A more extensive 
use of Greek in the guise of Latin letters is to be seen on seals of Leo HI (our nos. 31.1—2). The 
obverse of Leo’s seal reads: En onom(ati) tu p(at)r(os) (kai) tu y(ioju (Kat) ttu agjiu pn(eumato)s; 
the reverse reads: Leon (kai) Constantinos pistoi basilis Romaion. In all cases we try to reproduce 


exactly the letters that appear on a coin. In most instances we try to reproduce the letterform that 
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appears on a seal. The main exception is A. We often cannot distinguish between variants and so 
print A. When letters are in Latin, we transcribe using Latin letters and when the letters are in the 
Greek alphabet we use Greek letters. We tend to reproduce all misspellings or deformed letters. For 
example, the first letter of an inscription on the reverse of a seal of Emperor Phokas (no. 10.1) is a 
deformed letter. We print it as 1t was carved on the boulloterion: ONFOCAS (=DNFOCAS). Another 
example occurs on the seals of Emperor John I (nos. 66.1—2). The legend referring to Christ seem- 
ingly involves an upside down 4 (second letter from the end): IhSXRSREXREGNANTIhM: In(su)s 
Xr(istu)s rex regnanti<u>m. This oddity is reproduced; we signal its presence by enclosing the let- 
ter in angled brackets. The use of mixed Latin and Greek letters for naming Christ (such as |hSXRS) 
ends with the reign of Basil {I. The names of emperors appear in Latin letters (or a mixed alphabet) 
until the reign of Emperor Isaakios I (1057-59). 

We do not see any point in overloading the entries by referencing every known published ex- 
ample of a particular imperial seal. By and large we have excluded references to older catalogues 
with line drawings and have preferred to cite modern catalogues with photographs. In selecting bib- 
liographical items we have focused on imperial seals recovered from known sites and on specimens 
that either parallel the seal under discussion, are very similar to it, or offer contrasting features. 

In referring to an emperor who reigned before Emperor Anastasios I we spell any appropriate 
name with an -ius ending. We reproduce coin legends as closely as possible to the way they appear 


and as they are reproduced in DOC. 


1. HOUSE OF THEODOSIUS 


Most major collections of Byzantine seals and tesserae contain specimens bearing representations 
of emperors of the [Vth and Vth centuries. Thus Seibt (Bleisiegel, no. 3) has published from the Vi- 
enna Collection the seal of Emperor Julian (360-63) and Zacos and Veglery have published from the 
Zacos Collection (Zacos—Veglery, no. 2759) the seal of the augusta Licinia Eudoxia (augusta: 439- 
ca. 462: see PLRE 2:410-12). In both instances, as with the tessera below (no. 1.1), an ascription is 
possible because of an identifying legend. Prior, however, to the VIth century, it was common for 


seals bearing a representation of an emperor to be anonymous. 


1.1 House of Theodosius (393-957) 

Fogg 1951.31.5.115.— 20 mm x 16 mm. W. 1.59 g. No channel for suspension. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen (but without epigraphy) see the mail bid catalogue of Classical Numis- 
matic Group, no. 33, 15 March 1995, lot 1896. 

Obv. Three facing busts wearing diadems. Remains of a circular inscription above. No visible 
border. 
DDDNNNARC 

Rev. Blank, but traces of imprint of fabric. 


D(omini) n(ostri) Arc(adius). . .? 


1 HOUSE OF THEODOSIUS 


The object is flat and appears to have been attached to a sack of merchandise in transit. It is not 
uncommon for the reverse of uniface seals to bear markings suggestive of pressure from stamping 
against crude fabric. F. Delamare has expressed the opinion that lead is so malleable that a blank 
could receive the impression of fabric even from a cold strike. See Morrisson, “Numismatique et 
sigillographie,” 7 and note 18. Seibt and Zarnitz have published an anonymous uniface seal that 
shows traces on the reverse of contact with fibrous materials (Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.2). The obverse 
is decorated with busts of an emperor and empress; the editors have assigned the piece to the reign 
of Theodosius IT (408-50). See also Seyrig, no. 1, an anonymous uniface seal of the Vth to VIth cen- 
tury found at Tyre bearing a representation of an emperor standing to front, wearing a cuirass, hold- 
ing a spear and globus cruciger. The editors note that the reverse shows the imprint of cloth. For 
a VIIth-century example, found at Caesarea Maritima and dating before the fall of the city to the 
Arabs in ca. 641, see the anonymous uniface seal published by Nesbitt, “Seals of Caesarea,’ no. 2. 
The obverse is ornamented with a depiction of Emperors Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and 
Heraklonas. The reverse, although blank, bears the imprint of burlap. 

In our opinion the penultimate letter of the legible portion of the obverse legend consists of an 
upright bar topped by a loop. If we are mistaken then the inscription should read DDDNNNAVCCIC]: 
D(omini) n(ostri) au(gusti). But even in this case one of the imperial busts is quite likely Arcadius 
(augustus from 383). We can only postulate that his imperial companions might be Theodosius I 
(378-95) and Honorius (augustus from 393) and accordingly our specimen could date between 393 
and 395. The object is reminiscent of IVth-century weights decorated with a row of imperial busts. 
For comparison we illustrate a weight from the Bertelé Collection, now at Dumbarton Oaks (below). 
On one side the object is ornamented with a row of three unnamed emperors, each wearing a dia- 
dem, and a circular inscription reading DDDNNNAAAVIVVCCCI: “our lords [the three] augusti.” 
On the reverse appears the personification of the imperial treasury, Moneta, holding a balance scale 
in her right hand and a horn of plenty in her left hand and accompanied by an inscription identifying 
the issuing authority of this exagium solidi as John, comes sacrarum largitionum. A similar weight, 
but in a better state of preservation, is published in Byzantine Women and Their World, ed. I. Kalav- 
rezou et al. (Cambridge, 2003), no. 9. See also S. Bendall, Byzantine Weights: An Introduction (Lon- 
don, 1996), 17-19, particularly no. 10b. 


A seal with a depiction of Valentinian on the obverse and representations of Theodosius and 





DO 60.88.5608, recently published in Sacred Art, Secular Context, ed. A. Kirin (Athens, Georgia, 2006), 
no. 50. 
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Arcadius on the reverse is illustrated in Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 500, fig. 5. We can be sure of their 


names because all three figures are accompanied by identifying legends. 
2. ANONYMOUS 


A substantial number of extant seals are decorated with an unnamed imperial bust. Among earlier 
specimens are a group of uniface seals from Carnuntum (see Dembsk1, “Romischen Bleiplomben,” 
nos. 2—7) with a bust of Emperor Severus Alexander (beginning of the IIIrd century). Occasion- 
ally we encounter unidentified paired busts of emperors (see, for example, Laurent, Vatican, nos. 
1-3) or unnamed paired busts of imperial figures, seemingly an emperor with his consort. In Seibt— 
Zarnitz, for example, is published a specimen with a young empress appearing with an older em- 
peror (no. 1.1.1). The editors suggest that the imperial couple may be Constantius III and Galla Pla- 
cidia (421). 


2.1 Anonymous (ca. 490-ca. 540) 
Fogg 1951.31.5.1311.— D. 19 mm. W. 10.39 g. 
Unpublished. 
Oby. Bust of a beardless emperor, wearing a crown with pendilia and a trefoil ornament and a 
chlamys. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 
Rev. Winged Victory, with head turned slightly to r., wearing a long chiton and advancing to front. 
She seems to be holding a wreath in each hand. No epigraphy. Incuse border. 
The reverse is convex. The obverse decoration and the reverse decoration seem to have been im- 
pressed into the blank sequentially using two separate punches. 
_ The specimen is difficult to date with any precision. As noted under entry no. 1.1.1 in Seibt— 
Zarnitz, the decorative motif of a Winged Victory appears on imperial seals of the [Vth to the middle 
of the VIth century. See also the discussion in Speck—Sode, Berlin [/, no. 179. In our opinion the 
manner in which the emperor is depicted is suggestive of a later style and we are inclined to as- 
sign the specimen to the period ca. 490—ca. 540. Part of the problem in dating the seal is that due to 
corrosion on the reverse we cannot be certain of iconographic details. In Zacos—Veglery (no. 1) is 
published a seal of Emperor Anastasios I (491-518). On the obverse Anastasios is shown wearing a 
crown and chlamys. On the reverse appears a Winged Victory standing on a globe holding in each 
hand a wreath. The reverse of our specimen does not admit to comparison with the reverse of the 
Anastasios seal because we cannot be sure if the Winged Victory on our specimen is standing on a 
globe. On seals of Emperor Justinian I (527-65) Winged Victory is shown holding a wreath in each 
hand and flanked on either side by a cross. On our specimen Winged Victory appears to be holding 
wreaths; a very faint cross can be discerned at 1. In Gorny and Mosch, Auction 156, 3 March 2007, 
lot 2517, is an anonymous specimen with imperial busts and Winged Victory that can be reason- 
ably dated on the basis of titulature to the second half of the Vth century. On the obverse appears 
paired busts accompanied by an inscription reading DDNNPPAV6G: D(omini) n(ostri) p(er)p(etui) 
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aug(usti). The use of PPAVGG first appears during the reign of Leo I (457-74). The specimen is 


double-sided; on the reverse appears a Winged Victory holding wreaths and advancing to the front. 
3. ANONYMOUS (JUSTIN DI 


The representations on the obverse and reverse of our seal very closely resemble the iconography 
found on gold coinage of Constantinople issued under Justin I between 519 (or 522) and 527. There 
are, however, differences. At some point during the reign the Victory figure on the reverse of Jus- 
tin’s coinage lost the trait that identified it visually as a female, specifically a high girdle below the 
breasts; a tunic was substituted and hence it acquired the appearance of an angel. See the remarks 
of Grierson, Byzantine Coins, 52; cf. BNC 1:35. The change reflects, as Hahn observes, the trans- 
formation of a pagan representation into a Christian one. Bellinger dated this change to 519; Hahn 
(Money, 32) prefers a date of 522. The figure depicted on the reverse of our seal wears no high 


girdle. On both seal and coin it holds the same objects, but in opposite hands. 





DOC 1|:2a (pl. 7). See also MIB 1: Pragetabelle IIT.3. 


3.1 Anonymous (Justin I [519 or 522?-27]) 

DO 55.1.4234.— D. 21 mm; field 18 mm. W. 12.12 g. The relation of reverse to obverse is 180 degrees. The 
channel runs from 9 o’clock to 3 o’clock. 

Ed. Zacos—Veeglery, no. | bis (Justin [?). 

Oby. Bust of an emperor turned three-quarters r., wearing a plumed helmet with a diadem and a cui- 
rass. One can discern the fingers of the r. hand grasping what should be the shaft of a spear held 
transversely behind the head. In the |. hand the figure holds a shield decorated with a stylized 
representation of a horseman striking a fallen enemy. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 

Rey. An angel wearing a long chiton, standing to front on a horizontal line and holding in the r. hand 
a globus cruciger and in the |. hand a long staff. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 

That the angel (rev.) stands on what can only be considered an exergual line is a further reflec- 


tion that the seal’s design is coin inspired. 


4. JUSTINIAN I 


In the opinion of Zacos and Veglery, Justinian I’s seals are of three types. Their type A (Zacos— 


Veglery, no. 2) is aniconic. On the obverse appears a block monogram reading ‘lovotiviavov; the 
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reverse bears the Latin inscription Justinianus. The editors note that an ascription to the Emperor 
J ustinian is uncertain since no imperial figure is depicted and no titulature is mentioned. It is our 
opinion that such seals belonged to a private person. The date of Zacos—Veglery type C (no. 4), on 
which the obverse bears a bust of the Virgin with Christ before her, is problematic. Since an iden- 
tifying inscription accompanying an imperial bust is incomplete it is unclear if the seal is to be as- 
cribed to Justinian or to Justin Il. Their type B (no. 3) 1s unquestionably a seal of Emperor Justin- 
ian I. In this case the obverse bears a bust of the emperor accompanied by an identifying inscription 
that is sufficiently complete to make an ascription. The reverse is ornamented with a depiction of 
Winged Victory wearing a long chiton, advancing to front, holding a victory wreath in each hand, 
and flanked on |. and r. by a small cross. All the specimens published below are of this design (for 
discussion of date see our no. 4.1). An unusual type is our no. 5.1. On this seal Winged Victory 
is flanked at |. and r. by a christogram. Additionally, Laurent, Vatican, no. 9, has published a rare 
specimen depicting Winged Victory standing on a globe. 

For purposes of comparison between the obverse of a contemporary coin and the obverse of 
our seals we have selected a gold solidus bearing a representation of Justinian en buste wearing a 
plumed helmet and a cuirass (depicted below, top). He holds in the r. hand a globus cruciger and on 
the 1. shoulder a shield decorated with a horseman device. He 1s identified by an inscription reading 
DNIVSTINI-ANVSPPAVC: D(ominus) n(oster) Iustinianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). On our seals 
the emperor’s regalia is far less elaborate. There is the added consideration that whereas on coins 
the emperor usually appears without a nimbus, on seals he is regularly shown nimbate. We discuss 
under 4.1 the instances in which Justinian is represented nimbate on coins. The reverse of Justin- 
ian’s solidus 1s ornamented with an angel turned |. and holding in the r. hand a long cross (see DOC 
1:7.1, pl. 13). A closer comparison is to be found on the reverse of the emperor’s gold tremissis (de- 
picted below, bottom). On this type of coin appears a personification of Victory advancing to front, 
head turned |. The figure holds a wreath in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Along the 
circumference appears the legend VICTORIAAVCVSTORVM: Victoria augustorum. Here, as else- 


where, the letter G often looks like the letter C. 





Reverse of DOC 1:19.1 (tremissis; pl. 13). See also MIB |: Pragetabelle V.19. 
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4.1 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 58.106.563.— D. 22 mm; field 20 mm. W. 8.06 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 3a. For a similar specimen see Seyrig, no. 2. 

Obv. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing both a helmet with diadem, trefoil orna- 
ment, and pendilia, and a chlamys. A circular inscription beginning at 1. Indeterminate border. 
...VSTINI-ANVSPPAVG 
{D(ominus) n(oster) Ijustinianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 

In our heading we have printed a wide date range, but one could argue on the basis of the de- 
piction of Justinian as a nimbate facing bust that this seal and others were issued after 538. A facing 
bust first appears on solidi issued by Justinian between 538 and 545. On issues of earlier date the 
emperor’s head is turned slightly to the r.; he holds a spear behind the head. But this criterion has 
problems. To our knowledge, there are no seals of Justinian with this design. Accordingly we must 
admit the possibility that none were ever struck and that from 527 onward the chancery regularly 
employed seals bearing a representation of the emperor as a facing bust. Then there is the matter of 
Justinian’s nimbus. On solidi issued during the joint reign of Justin I and Justinian (4 April 527-1 
August 527) the two emperors are shown seated and nimbate (see, for example, DOC 1|:1a [pl. 12]). 
One could maintain that Justinian’s nimbus is rooted in a tradition stemming from gold emissions 
of April to August of 527 and that the use of the nimbus for decoration on seals was present early 
in Justinian’s reign. A nimbate Justinian is not unknown among coins struck during his sole reign. 
Although rare, there is the case of the famous medallion with triumphal scene stolen from the Paris 
Collection in 1831 (see MIB |: p. 46, and pl. 14, no. 1; also BNC 1: pl. 8). In addition there is a spe- 
cial issue of silver coinage struck at Constantinople after the issuance of silver was reorganized in 
537. On these specimens the emperor is shown nimbate standing with a spear (see M/B 1: p. 55 and 
pl. 18, nos. 42-45; also BNC 1:4/Cp/AR/3—4; pl. 10). If the nimbus on seals is linked to coin decora- 
tion, one could point to these silver issues and reasonably suggest that their influence took hold after 
537, but such an argument is hardly conclusive. We note that Justinian is depicted with a nimbus on 
glass weights. See, for example, Schlumberger, “Poids de verre,” 333, no. 39. 

The image of Winged Victory holding a wreath is encountered on tremisses issued by Justin- 
ian between 527 and 565. With the addition of crosses the reverse of our seal has become somewhat 


more “Christian” than the reverse of the tremissis. 


4.2 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 58.106.558.— D. 23 mm. W. 6.37 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing both a helmet with diadem, trefoil orna- 
ment, and pendilia, and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
Sevan ANVSPPA.. 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding a victory wreath in each 
hand. Visible at r., a small cross. No epigraphy. Border of dots. 


{[D(ominus) n(oster) IustiniJanus p(er)p(etuus) a[ug(ustus)]. 














I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


Usually Winged Victory holds wreaths from which two ribbons depend. In this case three rib- 


bons hang down from each wreath. 


4.3 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4239.— D. 21 mm. W. 7.63 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem, trefoil ornament, 
and pendilia. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Indeterminate border. 
INIVS TIMI... 0 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding a victory wreath in each 
hand. Visible at r., a small cross. No epigraphy. Indeterminate border. 


[D(ominus)] n(oster) Iustini[anus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.4 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4241.— D. 19 mm. W. 6.41 g. Blank too small for die. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia, and 
a chlamys. On the r. shoulder is visible a large fibula. Remains at |. of a circular inscription. No 


border visible. 


Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |. and r., a small cross. No border visible. 
D(ominus) n(oster) Ius[tinianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 
The circular inscription begins with the letter O instead of D. A fibula is clearly discernible on a 


similar specimen published in Seyrig, no. 2. See also our no. 4.11. 


4.5 Justinian I (527-65) 
DO 55.1.4240.— D. 23 mm. W. 7.98 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing both a helmet with diadem, trefoil orna- 


ment, and pendilia, and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at r. No visible border. 


Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |. and r., a small cross. No visible border. 


[D(ominus) n(oster) Iustinianus] p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 


4 JUSTINIAN I 


4.6 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4242.— 20 mm x 22 mm. W. 8.21 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia, and 
a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. No visible border. 
AIVSTIN...ceeeees 

Rey. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. Discernible at r., a small cross. No visible border. 


{D(ominus) n(oster)] Iustin[ianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.7 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4243.— 20 mm x 18 mm. W. 8.38 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia, and 


a chlamys. Traces of a circular inscription at |. No visible border. 


Rey. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |., a small cross. No visible border. 


D(ominus) n(oster) [Ius]ti[nianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.8 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4244.— D. 20 mm. W. 6.11 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing both a helmet with diadem and pendilia. 
Traces of a circular inscription at |. No visible border. 
gal Wise Ll bsnekennes 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |. and r., a small cross. No visible border. 


[D(ominus) n(oster)] Iustin[ianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.9 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4245.— 24 mm x 18 mm. W. 8.85 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and a chlamys. No 
epigraphy or border visible. 

Rey. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 


wreath. Discernible at l., a small cross. No visible border. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


4.10 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 55.1.4246.— 18 mm x 21 mm. W. 5.77 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of a facing nimbate bust wearing a helmet with diadem, trefoil ornament, and 


pendilia. Traces of a circular inscription at |. Incuse border. 


Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At l., a small cross. Wreath border. 


{D(ominus) n(oster) Ius]tinifanus p(er)p(etuus) Aug(ustus)]. 


4.11 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 58.106.562.— D. 23 mm. W. 6.73 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing both a helmet with diadem, trefoil orna- 
ment, and pendilia, and a chlamys gathered together on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Remains 


of a circular inscription at 1. No visible border. 


Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |. and r., a small cross. No visible border. 


D(ominus) n(oster) Iu[stinianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.12 Justinian I (527-65) 

Fogg 2781.— D. 18 mm. W. 5.58 g. Corroded. Blank too small for die. 

Unpublished. _ 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem, trefoil ornament, 


and pendilia. Traces of circular inscription at 1. No visible border. 


Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, holding in each hand a victory wreath. No visible border. 


{D(ominus) n(oster) Ius]tin[ianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.13 Justinian I (527-65) 

Fogg 1619.— 22 mm x 19 mm. W. 6.89 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia. No 
epigraphy or border visible. 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 


wreath. At 1. and r., a small cross. No visible border. 
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5 JUSTINIAN I 


4.14 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 47,.2.361.— D. 22 mm. W. 9.89 g. Blank too small for die. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia and a 
chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at |. No border visible. 
DNIVSTIN.......... 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton. Visible at r., a small cross. No vis- 
ible border. 


D(ominus) n(oster) lustinfianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


4.15 Justinian I (527-65) 

DO 47.2,362.— 22 mm x 18 mm. W. 7.89 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia, and 
a chlamys. No epigraphy or border visible. 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, holding in each hand a victory wreath. At |. and r., a small 


cross. No visible border. 





5. JUSTINIAN I 


5.1 Justinian I (after 538?) 

DO 47.2.360.— 14 mm x 19 mm. W. 5.60 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, wearing a helmet with diadem and pendilia. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription at |. No visible border. 

DNIVST....eeeeeee 
Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, holding in each hand a victory wreath. At |. and r., a 

christogram. 

D(ominus) n(oster) Iust[inianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 

A christogram is found in the field of one of Justinian’s folles (see MJB 1:95f [pl. 21]). Hahn has 
dated the specimen post-538, specifically 556/57 (see his Pragetabelle VII). Cf. MIB 1:89 (pl. 20), 
and p. 59. On the first specimen a christogram appears on the reverse above the value-mark “M.” On 
the second one, dated by Hahn to the year 537, three christograms have been placed on the reverse: 


one above the M and two on either side of the value-mark. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


6. JUSTINIAN I? 


6.1 Justinian I (527-65)? 

DO 55.1.4249.— D. 21 mm. W. 6.97 g. Chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 4. 

Oby. Bust of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion. At |. and r., a small cross. No visible 
border. 

Rey. Facing nimbate bust of Justinian I beardless, head turned slightly to r., wearing a crown with 
pendilia and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. No visible border. 

DNIVSTI... 

D(ominus) n(oster) Iusti[nianus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 

One has to admit that the inscription on the reverse could be completed as IVSTINVS and in- 
deed Seibt has assigned it to the reign of Justin II and the period ca. 574-78 (see Seibt, “Die Darstel- 
lung der Theotokos,” 36 and the caption to illustration no. 1). But Zacos—Veglery argue, we believe 
correctly, that the spacing of the letters better accommodates the reading IVSTINIANVS. The Virgin 
probably is holding Christ or has a medallion of Christ before her, but because of a loss of metal at 
bottom we cannot be certain how the Virgin is depicted. The obverse and reverse of seals are distin- 


guished by custom, unlike coins, whose sides are distinguished by strike sequence. 


7. JUSTIN 


Justin II succeeded his uncle, Justinian I, on 15 November 565. On Justin II’s solidus the emperor 
is shown in much the same manner as we have seen before: a facing bust, wearing a cuirass and 
plumed helmet. On the I. shoulder rests a shield with traces of a horseman device. It differs from 
his predecessor’s in that he is shown holding in his r. hand a globus surmounted by a Winged Vic- 
tory holding a wreath. The emperor ts identified by an inscription reading DN! VSTI NVSPPAVI: 
D(ominus) n(oster) lustinus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). We note that the final letter of the legend, in- 
stead of C or G, is an upright bar. The reverse of the coin shows a personification of Constantinople 
seated and wearing a helmet and chiton. She has an aegis on the r. shoulder and holds an upright 
spear in the r. hand and im the |. hand a globus cruciger. A circular inscription reading VIC TORI 
AAVCCC € accompanies the figure. For the most part the emperor is shown beardless, but on an 


issue that Grierson attributes to January of 566 he is depicted with a short beard. Winged Victory as 


DOC 1:1 (pl. 49). See MIB 2: pl. 1, no. 5°. 
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8 TIBERIOS CONSTANTINE? 


a main type appears on Justin II’s gold coinage, but as in the case of Justinian’s gold issues, we meet 
it on the reverse of the tremissis. Justin’s seals employ the same motifs we have encountered on Jus- 
tinian’s, and again, in comparison with coins, the imperial bust is of simplified design. Since the re- 
verse on the tremissis of Justinian I and Justin II is, except for inscriptions, the same, one may wish 


to compare the reverse of our seal with the reverse of Justinian’s tremissis (coin at no. 4.1). 


7.1 Justin II (ca. 5667?) 

Fogg 1618.— 21 mm x 19 mm. W. 7.43 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Facing bust of Justin II with a short beard, wearing a helmet with diadem, trefoil ornament, and 
pendilia. No epigraphy or border visible. 

Rev. Winged Victory advancing to front, wearing a long chiton and holding in each hand a victory 
wreath. At |. and r., a small cross. No visible border. 

Zacos—Veglery have published a similar seal (no. 3c) on which the emperor appears wearing a 
short beard. They attribute the specimen to Emperor Justinian I, but in his review of their catalogue 
(BSI 36 [1975]: 208-9) Seibt has argued for a reattribution to Justin II, pointing out that solidi of this 
emperor (see our coin comparison) show the imperial bust with close-cropped facial hair. We agree 


with Seibt’s ascription and have assigned our seal to Justin IT. 


7.2 Justin IT (565-68) 

DO 55.1.4238.— 18 mm x 21 mm. W. 4.95 g. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 5. 

Oby. Facing nimbate bust of Justin Il wearing a helmet with diadem and trefoil ornament and pen- 
dilia. Ties hanging down from the diadem visible to |. and r. of the neck. Circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 

NIVST-INVSPPAV 
Rev. Winged Victory standing to front, holding in each hand a victory wreath. Border of dots. 

[D(ominus)] n(oster) Iustinus p(er)p(etuus) au[g(ustus)]. 

Because of an absence of crosses flanking Winged Victory, Seibt (BS/ 36 [1975]: 209) is in- 
clined to attribute the seal to Justin I, but since the manner in which the emperor is portrayed var- 
ies considerably from our no. 3.1 we prefer to follow Zacos—Veglery and assign it to Justin II]. Due 
to corrosion it is not possible to determine if the imperial bust on the present specimen is lightly 
bearded. 


8. TIBERIOS CONSTANTINE? 
During the reign of Tiberios Constantine a divergence occurs between gold coins and seals in re- 
gard to ornament. On the seal below, one side bears a representation of the emperor, but on the other 


side we encounter a depiction of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ. On solidi, to be sure, the 


image of the emperor is shown, as in the case of the coin that we have selected for illustration. On 
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DOC 1:2 (pl. 60). See also MIB 2: pl. 10, no. 2. 


this specimen the emperor is represented in consular robes wearing a crown with cross and pendilia. 
In the r. hand he holds a mappa and in the |. hand a scepter with an eagle surmounted by a cross. 
He is accompanied by an inscription reading CONSTANTA 4GUI4F ELIX: Constant(inus) aug(ustus) 
viv(at) felix. The G looks something like a deformed $. But the reverse is ornamented with a cross. 
on steps accompanied by a circular inscription proclaiming 4IC TORTI bERIAYG: Victor(ia) Tiberi(1) 


aug(ustl). 


8.1 Tiberios Constantine? (578-82) 

DO 58.106.512.— D. 22 mm. W. 6.85 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 6. 

Oby. Three-quarter length representation of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding 

a medallion of Christ before her. Visible at l., a cross. Linear border. 

Rev. Bust of emperor (Tiberios Constantine?) wearing a crown with a cross on top and pendilia. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription beginning at |. Linear border. 

canes NSTA...NVSP.... 

[D(ominus) n(oster) Tib(erius) Co|nsta[nti]nus p(er)[p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 

The circular inscription on the reverse is muddled, but one can distinctly see (at |.) the letters 
NSTA and (at r.) the letter V. Zacos and Veglery thought that the emperor’s crown was adorned at 
top with a trefoil ornament, but in our opinion the crown is surmounted by a cross, as in the case of 
the gold coin that we use for comparison. If our attribution of the present seal to Tiberios Constan- 
tine is correct, then it follows that the replacement of Winged Victory with the Virgin occurred in 
the period 578-82. 

In Byzantine Seals from Cyprus, no. 1, Metcalf has published a seal of Tiberios Constantine 
found in Cyprus in the area of Dhekelia, “towards Pyla.” The decoration follows the same pattern 
as the emperor's solidi: on the obverse appears Tiberios dressed in consular robes; on the reverse is 


shown a cross-on-steps. For a similar type see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 8. 


9. MAURICE TIBERIOS 


The use of the image of the Virgin for decoration of imperial seals continues into the reign of Mau- 
rice Tiberios and indeed beyond. On Maurice Tiberios’s solidi there is a return to a victory figure. 
On the coin that we illustrate the obverse has a representation of the emperor wearing a cuirass and 


crown with cross and pendilia. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. On his |. shoulder rests a 
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9 MAURICE TIBERIOS 





DOC 1:3a (pl. 66). See also MIB 2: Pragetabelle VI.4B. 


shield with a horseman device. He is identified by an inscription reading DNTIbBER M AVRICPPAVC: 
D(ominus) n(oster) Tiber(ius) Mauric(ius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). On the reverse appears an angel 
holding in the r. hand a long staff topped by a christogram and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. An 
inscription reading VICTOR! AAVCC B accompanies the figure. Note that the name Tiberios is fol- 
lowed by the name Maurice. Bellinger dates the specimen to 582/83. On some later issues of gold 
coins the order of the names is reversed. The same situation occurs with copper coins issued at Con- 
stantinople. See DOC |: pp. 295 and 301-2. 


9.1 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 55.1.4252.— 25 mm x 22 mm. W. 7.41 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 7a. Similar specimens published in Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 506, fig. 23; Seyrig, no. 3; 
and Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 9a. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a small, thick cross with an elongated vertical shaft at shoulder level. Border of dots. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top and pendilia. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription beginning at |. Border of dots. 
DNTIbER-MA... 
D(ominus) n(oster) Tiber(ius) Ma[uric(ius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


As on our illustrated coin the name Tiberios precedes the name Maurice. 


9.2 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 55.1.4253.— D. 22 mm. W. 10.21 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a large, thick cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a circular decoration in front, 
and pendilia, and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at |. Indeterminate 
border. 

DNMAV.......PAV. 
D(ominus) n(oster) Mau[ric(ius) Tib(erius) p(er)|p(etuus) au[g(ustus)]. 


The bottom half of the crosses flanking the Virgin are elongated and the bases are triangular. 








I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


9.3 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 58.106.494.— 23 mm x 20 mm. W. 10.66 g. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 7e. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
|. and r., a cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top, a circular decora- 
tion in front, and pendilia, and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at |. Bor- 
der of dots. 
aad RC-TIbPPAV 
[D(ominus) n(oster) Mau]r(i)c(ius) Tib(erius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 

The G at the end of the identifying inscription on the reverse has the appearance of a vertical 


bar. The emperor’s chlamys seems to be held together on the right shoulder by a fibula. 


9.4 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 58.106.496.— D. 23 mm. W. 10.94 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
|. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top, a circular deco- 
ration in front, and pendilia, and a chlamys. A circular inscription beginning at |. No visible 
border. 

DNMA...-TIbPPAV. 

D(ominus) n(oster) Ma[ur(i)c(ius)] Tib(erius) p(er)p(etuus) au[g(ustus)]. 

On Maurice Tiberios’s seals the vertical shaft of the cross potent appearing on the obverse is 
elongated only at bottom. The situation varies among seals of his successor, Phokas. On some of 

Phokas’s seals the central shaft is elongated both at bottom and at top (see our nos. 10.1—2). On 


others (see our nos. 11.1—2) the vertical shaft is elongated only at top. 


9.5 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 58.106.520.— 26 mm x 22 mm. W. 10.30 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 7d. 

Oby, The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top, a circular decora- 
tion in front, and pendilia, and a chlamys. A circular inscription beginning at |. Border of thick 
dots. 

DNTAVRC-..bPP... 
D(ominus) n(oster) Maur(i)c(ius) [Ti]b(erius) p(er)p(etuus) [aug(ustus)]. 
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9 MAURICE TIBERIOS 


9.6 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 58.106.521.— 23 mm x 20 mm. W. 9.25 g. Sheared along one side. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 7c. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Visible at r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top, a circular decora- 
tion in front, and pendilia, and a chlamys fastened on the right shoulder with a fibula. Remains 
of a circular inscription beginning at |. Border of dots. 

DNMAVRC........ 
D(ominus) n(oster) Maur(i)c(ius) [Tib(erius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


9.7 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 58.106.559.— D. 24 mm. W. 10.94 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Visible at r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. No discernible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with pendilia and a chlamys. Remains 
of a circular inscription at 1. No visible border. 
DNMAVRC........ 
D(ominus) n(oster) Maur(i)c(ius) [Tib(erius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 


9.8 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

Fogg 1620.— 30 mm x 21 mm. W. 9.15. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ before her. At |. and r., a large cross potent with an 
elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with a cross on top, a circular decora- 
tion in front, and pendilia and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Linear border. 
egees Lae TA 
[D(ominus) n(oster) Maur(i)c(ius)] T[i]b(erius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 

The letter C at the end of the circular inscription on the reverse is represented, as on coins, by a 


simple vertical bar. The upper portion of a fibula is visible on the emperor’s right shoulder. 


9.9 Maurice Tiberios (582-602) 

DO 55.1.4254.— 27 mm x 23 mm. W. 8.94 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ before her. At |. and r., a large cross potent with an 


elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 
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Rev. Bust of the emperor Maurice Tiberios wearing a crown with pendilia and a chlamys. Remains 
of a circular inscription at r. Indeterminate border. 
leeeeee bPPAVI 
[D(ominus) n(oster) Maur(1)cGus) Ti|b(erius) p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 


10. PHOKAS 


The seals of Phokas are remarkable for being the first attempt to impart distinctive facial features 
to the imperial visage. The details are coin inspired, as we can see from comparing the bust that ap- 
pears on seals with the bust on gold coins. On the obverse of the coin below, the emperor is depicted 
with a pointed beard. Strands of hair, sharply defined, frame the face. He wears a crown with a cross 
on a circlet. Pendilia are absent. He holds in the r. hand a globus cruciger. An identifying inscription 


reads ONFOCAS PERPAVC: D(ominus) n(oster) Focas perp(etuus) aug(ustus). 


DOC 2.1:5a.1 (pl. 1). See also MIB 2: Pragetabelle X. 


10.1 Phokas (603-7) 

Fogg 7.— D. 27 mm; field 20 mm. W. 17.97 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 8a. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
I. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Wreath border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Phokas with a pointed beard and shaggy hair. He wears a crown with a 
cross on top and a chlamys fastened with a fibula on the r. shoulder. A circular inscription be- 
ginning at |. No visible border. 

ONFOCAS-.ERPAVC 
D(ominus) n(oster) Focas [p]erp(etuus) aug(ustus). 
The inscription on the reverse begins with the letters ON. On coins struck between 602 and 

607 the inscription identifying the ruler begins with the letters ON as well, and from 603 to 607 the 


emperor is represented, as on our seal, without pendilia. For a detailed discussion of the criteria 
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11 PHOKAS 


that Grierson followed in dating Phokas’s eastern solidi, see his “Solidi of Phocas and Heraclius,” 
131-38. On our nos. 10.1—2 the vertical shaft of the cross potent on the obverse is elongated both at 


bottom and at top. A different situation is found below on our nos. | 1.1—2. 


10.2 Phokas (603-7) 

Fogg 1623.— D. 26 mm. W. 16.70 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Phokas with a pointed beard and shaggy hair. He wears a crown with a 
cross on top and a chlamys. A circular inscription beginning at 1. No visible border. 
-INFOCAS-PERPAYC 


[D(ominus)] n(oster) Focas perp(etuus) aug(ustus). 


11. PHOKAS 


11.1 Phokas (603-7) 

Fogg 1621.— D. 23 mm. W. 7.57 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 9b. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Phokas with a pointed beard and shaggy hair. He wears a crown with a 
cross on top and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. A circular inscription beginning at I. 
Border of dots. 

NFOCAS-PER.... 

[D(ominus)]| n(oster) Focas per|p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 

The two crosses potent on the obverse are of unequal height. The emperor is represented without 
pendilia. Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 10, has published an earlier seal on which Phokas is represented hold- 
ing a globus cruciger in his r. hand and wearing a crown with pendilia. A crown with pendilia also ap- 
pears on a seal found in the vicinity of Afyon (Turkey). See Bulgurlu-Iasi, “Afyon,” 134, no. 7. 


11.2 Phokas (602-10) 

Fogg 1622.— 28 mm x 24 mm. W. 12.98 g. Scrape (rev.). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Phokas. Details indistinct. A circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath 
border. 
..F.CAS-PERPAVI 


[D(ominus) n(oster)] F[o]cas perp(etuus) aug(ustus). 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





On the reverse of this seal the final letter of AVC has been carved as an upright bar. One can not 


be certain if the emperor has a beard; he seems to be holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 


12, HERAKLEIOS 


Herakleios’s earliest seals date from the time of his revolt against Phokas. On the obverse appears 
the Virgin flanked by two long crosses and holding a medallion of Christ. The reverse bears a repre- 
sentation en buste of Herakleios beardless and a bust with short beard of Herakleios, exarch of Af- 
rica. On a seal preserved at Carthage the two figures are identified as ““consules” (domini Heraclii 
consules); on a specimen preserved in an American private collection the identifying legend reads: 
Domino Heraclio perpetuo augusto. For illustrations see Morrisson, “Du consul a |’empereur,” 
263-64, figs. 1-2. Herakleios was crowned in October of 610. He appears alone on seals, as well 
as on gold and copper coins, issued before the birth and crowning of his son, Herakleios Constan- 
tine, in December of 612 or January of 613. For detailed analysis, with citation of sources, of the 
date of Herakleios Constantine’s elevation, see Grierson, “Solidi of Phocas and Heraclius,” 139. On 
the gold coin used here for comparison we see on the obverse a bearded bust of Herakleios wearing 
a cuirass and crown with plume and cross-topped circlet. A circular inscription reads dNhKERACL 
INSPPAC: D(ominus) n(oster) Heraclius p(er)p(etuus) a(u)g(ustus). The reverse has a cross-on-steps 
and a circular inscription reading VICTORIA AVGYE: Victoria augu(sti) (plus the mintmark € ). The 
cross-on-steps is a regular feature of the VIIth century and later gold coinage, and consequently we 


will no longer mention tt. 





DOC 2.1:2a.2 (pl. 2). See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle 1, nos. 1-7. 
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13) HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 


12.1 Herakleios (610-13) 

DO 58.106.523.— D. 27 mm. W. 19.58 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 10b. Zacos—Veglery, no. 10a, is similar, but the crosses on the obverse and the em- 
peror’s bust on the reverse are much smaller. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r. a large cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft; vertical and transverse shafts ter- 
minate in perpendicular elongated bars. Wreath border. 

Rey. Large bust of the emperor Herakleios with a short, round beard wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia, and a chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at |. Wreath border. 
dNhERACLI.... 

D(ominus) n(oster) Heracli[us p(er)p(etuus) a(u)g(ustus)]. 

The crosses on the obverse are so large that they crowd the depiction of the Virgin. One notes 
that the Virgin’s chiton is much fuller at the bottom than on the seals of Emperor Phokas. 

The emperor’s crown more closely resembles the one appearing on coinage after his son’s coro- 
nation. It is uncertain what precise letters complete the circular inscription on the reverse. We have 
followed the lettering of the inscription appearing on the gold coin that we have used for compara- 
tive purposes. On Zacos—Veglery, no. 10a, the emperor’s beard is longer than it is on the illustrated 
coin. On our seal the emperor’s hair seems to fall straight, but on Zacos—Veglery, no. 10a, the hair 


seems to curl outward. 


13. HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 


The seals below bear depictions of Herakleios with a short beard and of his son Herakleios Constan- 
tine in diminutive bust. The latter was born in May of 612 to Herakleios’s first wife, Eudokia. On 
coins from the period 613-ca. 616 Herakleios is represented with a short beard. In the same period 
Herakleios is accompanied by a diminutive bust of Herakleios Constantine, as we see on the gold 
coin below. The obverse is ornamented with a bust of Herakleios wearing a flat crown with a cross. 
He is shown with a short beard and wearing a chlamys. At r. is depicted a diminutive and beardless 
bust of Herakleios Constantine wearing a flat crown with a cross and a chlamys. The two emperors 
are identified by a circular inscription reading ddNNHERACLIYSEThERACONSZPPAVC: D(omini) 
n(ostri) Heraclius et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti). 

We note that Seibt (Bleisiegel, 69) has employed the following criteria for classifying and dating 


seals with representations of Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine. (A) 613-ca. 614: Herakleios 





DOC 2.1:8)j2. See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle 1, nos. 8—10. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


Constantine (small); style of hair: inward curl. (B) 613-16: imperial representations remain the 
same; reverse blank. (C) 614-16: the Virgin’s right leg is bent. (D) ca. 616—ca. 625: the imperial 
hair style changes, as the ends now curl outward; the Virgin’s right foot supports her weight. (E) 
ca. 620-25: Herakleios’s beard is longer and thicker. As possible examples of (c) he cites Zacos— 
Veglery, nos. 12a and c. As regards seals of the period ca. 616—ca. 625 he references Zacos—Veglery, 
no. 12b and Laurent, Vatican, no. 5 (metallic copy). He assigns a seal of the Vienna Collection (MK 
5 = Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 11) to the same period. As an example of (e) he cites a seal in the Ermit- 
age Collection (M-5173). 


13.1 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (613-ca. 616) 

DO 55.1.4258.— D. 22 mm. W. 9.21 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 1 la. 

Obyv. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. with a short beard and a tiny bust of Herakleios Constan- 
tine at r. Each wears a crown and a chlamys. Herakleios wears his hair long at the sides and 
curled inward. A small cross appears in the upper field. Remains of a circular inscription begin- 
ning at |. Indeterminate border. 

CONINWEES ccccccenewesicevaescds 
Rev. Blank. 
D(omini) n(ostri) Her[aclius et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 
Both emperors seem to be wearing a flat crown. In completing the circular inscription we have 


employed the lettering of the coin illustrated. 


13.2 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (613-ca. 616) 

DO 58.106.529.— D. 22 mm. W. 11.88 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 1 1b (slightly different reading of the inscription). 

Obv. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. with a short beard and a tiny bust of Herakleios Con- 
stantine at r. Each wears a crown and chlamys. Herakleios wears his hair long at the sides and 
curled inward. On top of Herakleios Constantine’s crown is visible a cross. A small cross ap- 
pears in the upper field. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 

Pe See ETHERACON..... 

Rev. Blank. 

[D(omini) n(ostri) Heraclius] et Hera(clius) Con[s(tantinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 


Both emperors seem to be wearing a flat crown. 


13.3 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (613-ca. 616) 

DO 60.125.1728.— D. 28 mm. W. 13.77 g. The seal has been acid stripped. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her r. leg seems to be bent at the knee. At |. and r., a large cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. with a short beard and a tiny bust of Herakleios Constantine 
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13. HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 





at r. Each wears a crown and a chlamys. Herakleios’s sidelocks are asymmetrical. At |. the hair 

is curled outward and at r. it is curled inward. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. Wreath 

border. 

GdNN...A........ceeeeeeeeeees 

D(omini) n(ostri) [Her]a[clius et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 

Asymmetrical sidelocks occur on coins. For discussion see DOC 2.1: p. 93. In this case Hera- 
kleios has a short beard and the bust of Herakleios Constantine is tiny, but the crown seems to be a 


simple one. 


13.4 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (613-ca. 616) 

DO 58.106.495.— D. 24 mm. W. 10.22 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion holding Christ before her. At I. 
and r., a small cross potent. Border of dots. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. with a short beard and a tiny bust of Herakleios Constan- 
tine at r. Each wears a crown with cross and a chlamys. Herakleios’s hair curls inward. A small 
cross appears in the upper field. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
.-HhERAC....EThERAC......... 

[D(omini) n(ostri)] Herac[lius] et Hera(clius) C[onst(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)}. 
The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the one at |. Also, it has a thick, triangu- 
lar base. Again, Herakleios has a short beard and the bust of Herakleios Constantine is tiny, but the 


crown seems to be a simple one. 


13.5 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 613—ca. 616) 

DO 58.106.552.— D. 28 mm; field 23 mm. W. 17.56 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 12c. Illustrated and discussed in Morrisson, “Du consul 4 l’empereur,” 259, table 1, and 
264, no. 4. Similar specimens found in Cyprus are published in Byzantine Seals from Cyprus, nos. 2a—-b. 
See also Likhachev, Molivdovuly, no. LXXV1.1. 

Oby. The Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and standing to front, holding before her Christ, 
who is framed by an oval mandorla. The Virgin’s ]. hand is held under Christ’s foot. Her r. leg 
is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. Herakleios is shown with a beard of medium length 


and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears his hair long at the sides and curled 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


inward, but the length is not symmetrical. A small cross in the field above. A circular inscrip- 

tion beginning at |. Wreath border. 

ddNNheERACL.....hERACONSTA..... 

D(omint1) n(ostri) Heraclf{ius et} Hera(clius) Consta(ntinus) [p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the cross at l. The shafts gradually widen 
into triangles. Both emperors appear to be wearing a flat crown and for this reason, although Hera- 
kleios’s beard is longer, the seal has been placed in this earlier group. Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 511, 
figs. 32 and 34, publishes a seal on which Herakleios seems to be wearing a flat crown and a longer 
beard. He is accompanied on the right by a diminutive bust of Herakleios Constantine. The Virgin is 


shown with her left leg bent at the knee. 
14. HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 


On the seals below, Herakleios has a longer beard. Herakleios Constantine’s bust is now somewhat 
larger than on the specimens listed above. Coins showing Herakleios Constantine in a small, but 
more mature, bust are dated ca. 616—ca. 625. Note that on the coin illustrated Herakleios has a lon- 
ger and fuller beard. It would be possible to condense this section by selecting only one seal for full 
description and illustration and then listing the remainder with short notes about special features. 
But this is the first long run of Herakleios’s seals to be published and in such circumstances it seems 
judicious to present all our seals with illustrations so that the reader can perceive all the slight varia- 
tions in ornamental and iconographic detail, which can be appreciated only visually. For example 
we find crosses of different sizes flanking the Virgin. Sometimes the Virgin’s left leg is bent at the 


knee and in other instances the right leg. 





DOC 2.1:13e.2 (pl. 8). 


14.1 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616-ca. 625) 

DO 55.1.4255.— D. 25 mm. W. 14.96 g. 

Unpublished. For similar specimens see Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 508-9, figs. 28 and 29, and Likhachev, 
Molivdovuly, no. LXXV1.2. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross on top and a chlamys fastened with a fibula on the |. shoul- 
der. Herakleios is shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine un- 


bearded. Herakleios wears his hair long at the sides. The |. sidelock seems to be combed 
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14 HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 


down and outward; the r. one seems to curl inward. A circular inscription beginning at |. 
Wreath border. 

.NNhERACL.....hERAC....000 

[D(omini)] n(ostri) Heracl[ius et] Hera(clius) C[onst(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 

On the Likhachev specimen, fig. 28, one can see that the Virgin’s left leg is bent at the knee. As 


on our no. 13.5, the cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the cross at 1. 


14.2 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 55.1.4256.— D. 23 mm. W. 11.60 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent with an elongated vertical shaft. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at 1. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with across and a chlamys fastened with a fibula on the r. shoulder. Herakleios is 
shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears 
his hair long at the sides. The |. sidelock hair is combed down and outward; the r. one curls in- 


ward. Traces of a circular inscription beginning at |. Indeterminate border. 


D(omini) n(ostri) H[eraclius et Hera(clius) Cons]t(antinus) p(er)[p(etui) aug(usti)]. 
In this case the cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set lower than the cross at 1. One can discern 


that, as on coins, the imperial crown has a cross on a circlet. 


14.3 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 55.1.4257.— D. 23 mm. W. 13.84 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown and a chlamys. Herakleios is shown with a beard of medium length and Hera- 
kleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios’s hairstyle is unclear. A small cross in the field above. 


Traces of a circular inscription beginning at |. No visible border. 


{D(omini) n(ostri) He]racl[{ius et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 


The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the cross at 1. 


14.4 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616-—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.482.— D. 26 mm. W. 17.36 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Atl. and r., a small cross potent. The ends of the cross at r. flare more than the ends of the cross 


at |. Wreath border. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at 1. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 1s shown with 
a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios’s hairstyle is un- 


clear. Faint traces of a circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath border. 
D(omini) n(ostri) [Heraclius et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etul) aug(usti)]? 


14.5 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.532.— 24 mm x 20 mm. W. 10.09 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
|. and r., a small cross potent at shoulder level. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with across and a chlamys. Herakleios is shown with a beard of medium length, 
Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios’s hairstyle is unclear. A small cross in the field 
above. A circular inscription beginning at |. Wreath border. 

D(omini) n(ostri) Herac(lius) et Hera(clius) Cons[t(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 
The cross flanking the Virgin at right is set higher than the cross at left. On this specimen it is 


possible to discern that the cross on the crown is attached to a circlet. 


14.6 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.528.— D. 27 mm. W. 12.83 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 12a (different reading). Illustrated and discussed in Morrisson, “Du consul a l’empereur,” 
259, table 1, and 264, no. 5. 

Oby. The Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and standing to front, holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. The Virgin’s 1. hand is held under Christ’s foot. Her 
r. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios is 
shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears 
his hair long at the sides and curled. A small cross in the field above. A circular inscription be- 
ginning at |. Border of dots. 
ddNNhE€RAC..YS.... RACONSZPA 


D(omini) n(ostri) Herac[liJus [et He]ra(clius) Const(antinus) p(erpetui) a(ugusti). 
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14.7 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616-—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.560.— D. 27 mm; field 22 mm. W. 16.45 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed within an oval mandorla, before her. Her r. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small 
cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at 1. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 1s 
shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears 
his hair long at the sides and curled. A small cross in the field above. A circular inscription be- 
ginning at 1. Wreath border. 
ddNNhERACLIYSEZTHERACOPA 
D(omini) n(ostri) Heraclius et Hera(clius) Co(nstantinus) p(erpetui) a(ugusti). 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is higher than the cross at 1. The cross on the crown is at- 


tached to a circlet. 


14.8 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

Fogg 1624.— D. 29 mm. W. 12.13 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing *~ ““-at, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. The Virgin’s |. hand is held under Christ’s foot. Her 
r. leg is bent at the knee. Visible at r., a large cross potent. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 
is shown with a beard of medium length; Herakleios Constantine’s face is indistinct. Herakleios 
wears his hair long at the sides. The |. sidelock is combed downward and outward. A small 


cross in the field above. No legible epigraphy or visible border. 


14.9 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

Fogg 1625.— D. 24 mm. W. 9.90 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a maphorion and chiton and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent at shoulder level. No visible 
border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and a smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Hera- 
kleios is shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Hera- 
kleios’s hairstyle is unclear. A small cross in the field above. A circular inscription beginning 


at 1. Wreath border. 


[D(omini) n(ostri) Heraclius] et Hera(clius) Const(antinus) [p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 
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14.10 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

Fogg 1626.— D. 26 mm. W. 8.21 g. Chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by a mandorla, before her. The Virgin’s r. hand is held under Christ’s foot. Her |. leg 1s 
bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent at shoulder level. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each wears 
a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios is shown 
with a beard of medium length, and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears his 
hair long at the sides. The |. sidelock hair is combed down and outward; the r. one curls inward. 
A small cross in the field above. A circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath border. 
»NNhHERACL...62 hun ..c0.100-: 


[D(omini)] n(ostri) Heracl[ius] et H[era(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 


14.11 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.505.— D. 25 mm. W. 11.11 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed within an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. Visible at r., a cross 
potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 
is shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios 
wears his hair long at the sides and curled. A small cross in the field above. No epigraphy or 


border visible. 


14.12 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.511.— D. 27 mm. W. 17.98 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg 1s bent at the knee. Visible at r., cross potent. 
Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each wears 
a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios shown 
with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears his 
hair long at the sides and curled. One letter from a circular inscription beginning at 1. is visible: 
C. Wreath border. 

One would expect in the field above a small cross, but in the present instance the small orna- 


ment above Herakleios Constantine’s head seems to be a six-rayed star. 
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14.13 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.517.— D. 25 mm. W. 18.69 g. The channel runs from 9 o’clock to 3 o’clock. Obv. corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed within an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg seemingly is bent at the knee. At 1. and 
r., across potent. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at 1. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 
is shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios 
wears his hair long at the sides and curled. In the field above a small cross. No epigraphy vis- 


ible. Border of dots. 


14.14 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 58.106.554.— D. 27 mm; field 23 mm. W. 15.05 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg seemingly is bent at the knee. At I. and r., a cross. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at 1. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each wears 
a crown with a cross and a chlamys. Herakleios is shown with a beard of medium length and 
Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios wears his hair long and curled. Between the two 
figures is a cross. A circular inscription beginning at |. Wreath border. 
ddNNhERACLIYSETHERA.......... 


D(omini) n(ostri) Heraclius et Hera(clius) [Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 


14.15 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 616—ca. 625) 

DO 47.2.355.— D. 26 mm. W. 13.27 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ before her. Her 1. leg seemingly is bent at the knee. 
Atl. and r., a cross potent at knee level. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Herakleios at |. and smaller bust of Herakleios Constantine at r. Each 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios 
is shown with a beard of medium length and Herakleios Constantine unbearded. Herakleios 
wears his hair long at the sides and curled. A cross in the field above. A circular inscription be- 
ginning at 1. Wreath border. 
ddNNhERAC......hERACONSZPPAV. 

D(omini) n(ostri) Herac[lius et] Hera(clius) Const(antinus) p(er)p(etui) au[g(usti)]. 
One will find another specimen featuring Herakleios with beard of medium length paired with 

a smaller, unbearded Herakleios Constantine on a seal illustrated in C. Morrisson, M. Guerra, and 

J.-N. Barrandon, “Premiéres analyses de plombs byzantins: Perspectives et impasses des recherches 


sur leur composition métallique,’ SBS 3 (1993): 14. On this seal (Schlumberger 2686) the Virgin 
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wears a chiton, which widens below her waist, and is flanked by large crosses potent with elongated 


vertical shatts. 
15. HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 
On the seals below (15.1—16.1), the busts of Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine are of equal 


size (isocephalic). Grierson has dated gold coins decorated with isocephalic busts of Herakleios and 


Herakleios Constantine to the period ca. 626-29. 





DOC 2.1:20e.1 (pl. 8). See also MIB 3: pl. 2, nos. 21-28, and Pragetabelle 1 (Hahn prefers a date 
ca. 625-29). 


15.1 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (ca. 626-29) 

DO 58.106.489.— D. 23 mm. W. 12.44 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 12e (with a mistaken reference to Grierson’s dating of coins). Illustrated and discussed 
in Morrisson, “Du consul a ’empereur,” 259, table 1, and 265, no. 6. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. Visible at 1., a cross po- 
tent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Isocephalic busts of the emperor Herakleios at |. and Herakleios Constantine at r. Each wears a 
crown with a cross and a chlamys fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. Herakleios is shown 
with a short beard and Herakleios Constantine is shown unbearded. Herakleios wears his hair 
long at the sides and curled. Traces of an inscription beginning at |. Indeterminate border. 

. _.MhERACL......ERACO........ 

[D(omin1)] n(ostri) Heracl[ius et HJera(clius) Co[nst(antinus) p(er)p(etui) aug(usti)]. 

The size of Herakleios Constantine’s bust would seem to indicate (despite the short length of 
emperor Herakleios’s beard) that this seal was issued when Herakleios Constantine had reached 
relative maturity; indeed Morrisson, “Du consul a |’empereur,” 259, table |, is inclined to date the 
specimen 625-10 April 629. 


16. HERAKLEIOS AND HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE 
The seal below is dated according to the following numismatic considerations. On gold coins dated 


by Grierson to the years 629-31 Herakleios is depicted with a long beard and a mustache, while 


Herakleios Constantine is represented with a short beard and mustache. Herakleios’s bust with long 
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beard and mustache first appears on dated copper issues of year 20 (629/30) (see Grierson, “Solidi 
of Phocas and Heraclius,”’ 143). 





DOC 2.1:26g. See MIB 3: Pragetabelle 1, nos. 29-37. 


16.1 Herakleios and Herakleios Constantine (629-31) 

DO 47.2.351.— D. 24 mm. W. 8.85. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 13b (slightly different reading of inscription on obverse). Illustrated and discussed in 
Morrisson, “Du consul a l’empereur,” 259, table 1, and 264, no. 7. For a similar specimen found at Lam- 
boussa/Kyrenia in Cyprus see Byzantine Seals from Cyprus, no. 3. See also Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 12. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent at shoulder level. Border of dots. 

Rey. Isocephalic busts of the emperor Herakletos at 1. and Herakletos Constantine at r. Each wears 
a crown with a cross and a chlamys. Herakleios is shown with a long beard and mustache 
and Herakieios Constantine with a short beard. Herakleios wears his hair long at the sides; 
the 1. sidelock is combed downward and curls outward; the r. sidelock seems to curl inward. 
Between the two figures a cross above. A circular inscription beginning at 1. Border of dots. 
.NN.EPACLIYSEThHEPA.... ese. 

[D(omini)] n(ostri) [H]eraclius et Hera(clius) [Const(antinus) p(er)p(etut) aug(usti)]. 

It is not possible to determine if Herakleios Constantine has a mustache, but one can see quite 
clearly that Herakleios displays a long, full beard. In Morrisson’s view this type of seal was initi- 
ated in late 628 or the beginning of 629. Speck, Bleisiegel, no. 2, has published a specimen which is 
similar to Zacos—Veglery, no. 13a. On the Berlin specimen it is quite clear that the bust of Herakleios 


Constantine is taller than that of his father. 


17. HERAKLEIOS, HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE, AND HERAKLONAS 


The empress Martina’s eldest surviving son, Heraklonas, who was born in Lazica in 626, was raised 
to the rank of caesar on 1 January 632 and became an augustus in July of 638. We illustrate two gold 
coins: the first shows Heraklonas as a diminutive figure and the second depicts him somewhat larger. 
He is represented wearing a cap with a small cross above his head. Grierson has dated the first ex- 
ample to the period 632~—35 (?) and the second to the period 636/37 (?). The obverses of both ex- 
amples are anepigraphic. We also illustrate a third gold coin (see no. 17.3). On this specimen, which 


Grierson dates 637-38 (?), Heraklonas is represented wearing a crown with a cross. Since he wears 
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an imperial symbol, it is likely that the specimen was minted after he was crowned in July of 638. 
See Morrisson, BNC 1: p. 256. Again no identifying legend is present. 

Since all the seals below seem to show Heraklonas wearing a crown, we have followed Zacos 
and Veglery and dated the group published below to the period of 638-41. The seals are arranged 
according to Heraklonas’s size in relation to Herakleios Constantine. We need to caution that ques- 
tions of date have been raised. Thus Morrisson would prefer to date our no. 17.1(b) to between 
| January 632 and 7 April 638. Dating is one issue; a more serious one is the matter of attribu- 
tion. Zacos and Veglery have assigned their nos. 14c (= DO 55.1.4260), 14d (= DO 55.1.4261), 
and 14e (= DO 55.1.4259) to the period 638-41. We tend to agree with Morrisson and Seibt that 
these Dumbarton Oaks specimens should be assigned to Constantine IV and his brothers (nos. 22. 
1—3, below). 

We note again that one could condense the following list of seals and shorten the entry by elim- 
inating photographs. But since this is the first time that such a large number of seals has been pre- 
sented, it seems fair to let readers perceive for themselves slight differences in details of imperial 
regalia and in the range of figure styles that are to be found within this particular type of Herakle- 


ian seal. 


DOC 2.1:33b (pl. 9) 





DOC 2.1:36b (pl. 9). See also MIB 3: pl. 2, nos. 39-43 and Prigetabelle 1. 


17.1 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

(a) DO 58.106.508.— D. 26 mm; field 19 mm. W. 18.23 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 14a. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent at shoulder level. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. A cross in upper field at |. No inscription. 
Wreath border. 
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Zacos and Veglery describe Christ as being in a mandorla. This is not clear. The Virgin seems to 
be holding him with the |. hand under his foot. The cross on Herakleios’s crown is slightly off center 
to the |. For another seal with a cross in upper field at |., see our no. 17.1b. 

Zacos and Veglery distinguish two varieties of seals. On variety | Heraklonas is relatively short, 
an indication perhaps that the seals date close to 638. On variety 2 Heraklonas is relatively taller, re- 


flecting perhaps a later date of issue. 





(b) DO 58.106.546.— D. 29 mm. W. 17.78 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 14b. Illustrated and discussed in Morrisson, “Du consul a l’empereur,’ 259, table 1, 
and 264, no. 8. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ before her. At |. a small cross potent at shoulder 
level. Wreath border. 

Rey. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. A cross in upper field at 1. No inscription. 
Wreath border. 

Morrisson suggests that this seal dates between | January 632 and 7 April 638. She does not be- 


lieve that Heraklonas’s small crown is indicative of his status as an augustus. 
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17.2 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.553.— D. 29 mm. W. 14.15 g¢. Heavily corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of the Virgin standing to front, holding Christ before her. At |. is visible a small 
cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios; at |., Heraklonas; and at r., Herakleios 
Constantine. Details indistinct. Indeterminate border. 
One can perceive that Heraklonas is considerably shorter than Herakleios Constantine. It is not 


possible to say if there is a cross above Heraklonas’s head. 





DOC 2.1:39h (pl. 9). See also MIB 3: pl. 2, nos. 4-49, and Pragetabelle 1. 


17.3 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

DO 58.106.534.— D. 28 mm; field 26 mm. W. 20.97 g. Corroded (reverse). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the side 
and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 

Heraklonas is depicted as shorter than Herakleios Constantine. Each emperor is shown wear- 
ing a crown with a relatively large cross, each shaft decorated at the ends with a thick pellet. The 
crosses decorating the crowns on our nos. 17.la and b are composed of shafts that widen into tri- 


angles. Herakleios’s hair is quite full. 


17.4 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.535.— D. 30 mm. W. 18.99 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen see Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 512, fig. 35. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 


sides. No inscription. Wreath border. 
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The Virgin’s chiton widens below the waist. It would appear that her 1. hand is held below 
Christ’s foot. Heraklonas is represented as slightly shorter than Herakleios Constantine. Hera- 


kleios’s hair is quite full. 


17.5 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.536.— D. 28 mm. W. 20.66 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyvy. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., across. Wreath border. 

Rey. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. One can discern that both Herakleios and 
Herakleios Constantine wear their hair long at the sides and curled. Herakleios’s sidelocks are 
combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath border. 

The Virgin seems to be bending her 1. leg at the knee. Heraklonas is depicted as shorter than 


Herakleios Constantine. 


17.6 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

DO 58.106.548.— D. 28 mm. W. 17.26 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
|. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. has an elongated central shaft and is set higher than the cross 


at |. Heraklonas is slightly shorter than Herakleios Constantine. 
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17.7 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.551.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.33 g. Purple paint on obv. (probably modern). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded (?); at 1., Heraklonas, beard- 
less; and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a chlamys and a crown 
with a cross and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. Herakleios’s hair is combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath 
border. 

The Virgin's |. hand is held below Christ’s foot. Her head is disproportionally large in relation 
to her body. Heraklonas is shown as slightly shorter than Herakleios Constantine. The crosses deco- 


rating their crowns are similar to the ones found on our no. 17.3. 


17.8 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.555.— D. 29 mm. W. 19.06 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is slightly bent at the knee. At |. and r., a small cross potent with an elongated verti- 
cal shaft. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 

The Virgin’s |. hand is held below Christ’s foot. Heraklonas is shown as slightly shorter than 


Herakleios Constantine. 


17.9 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 
Fogg 1630.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.89 g. 
Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton, which widens below the waist, and maphorion 
and holding Christ before her. At |. and r., a small cross potent at mid-level. Wreath border. 
Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in r. hand. Each emperor’s hair is worn long at the sides 
and curled. Herakleios’s hair 1s quite full; the sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No 

inscription. Wreath border. 
The Virgin’s face is oblong; one can see that her r. hand is held below Christ’s foot. Heraklonas 


is shown as slightly shorter than Herakleios Constantine. 
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17.10 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1631.— D. 29 mm. W. 20.17 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a small, asymmetrical cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev.. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. Herakleios’s sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. 
Wreath border. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is thicker and set higher than the cross at 1]. Heraklonas is 


shown as slightly shorter than Herakleios Constantine. 


17.11 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

Fogg 1638.— D. 30 mm. W. 28.51 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ, who is framed by an oval mandorla, before her. 
Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 

The figure of the Virgin is crude. Heraklonas is shown as slightly shorter than Herakleios 


Constantine. 


17.12 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

Fogg 1641.— D. 26 mm. W. 8.65 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg is bent at the knee. Visible at r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front (the one at r. is on the missing half): in center, Herakleios (fa- 
cial details lost), and at 1., Heraklonas, beardless. Both figures wear a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and hold a globus cruciger in r. hand. Both wear their hair long at the sides and curled. 
No inscription. Wreath border. 


It is of course impossible to say if Heraklonas is the same size as Herakleios Constantine. 


39 








I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


17.13 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 3619.— D. 27 mm. W. 8.18 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Visible at l., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front (the one at |. is on the missing half): in center, Herakleios, and 
at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Both figures wear a crown with a cross and a chlamys 
and hold a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Details are unclear. No inscription. Wreath border. 
Herakleios’s globus cruciger is not visible and it is of course impossible to say if Heraklonas is 


the same size as Herakleios Constantine. 


17.14 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

DO 58.106.513.— D. 25 mm. W. 12.88 g. Blank too small for die. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg 1s bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross po- 
tent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas (only partly 
visible); and at r., Herakle1os Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross 
and a chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at 
the sides and curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath 
border. 


Heraklonas and Herakleios Constantine are of equal height. 


17.15 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1632.— D. 28 mm. W. 20.18 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg appears to be bent at the knee. At 1. and r., a thick cross potent with an elongated ver- 
tical shaft. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath 
border. 


Heraklonas and Herakleios Constantine are of equal height. 
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17 HERAKLEIOS, HERAKLEIOS CONSTANTINE, AND HERAKLONAS 


17.16 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1633.— D. 31 mm. W. 20.11 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios (facial details indistinct); at 1., Hera- 
klonas, beardless; and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with 
a cross and a chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in r. hand. No inscription. Wreath border. 


Heraklonas is equal in size to Herakleios Constantine. 


17.17 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

Fogg 1634.— D. 30 mm. W. 21.15 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
I. and r., a thick cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. No inscription. Each emperor wears his 
hair long at the sides and curled. Their sidelocks are combed downward and outward. Wreath 
border. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the cross at 1. Heraklonas is equal in size to 


Herakleios Constantine. 


17.18 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638-41) 

Fogg 1635.— D. 29 mm. W. 19.94 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton, which widens below the waist, and a maphorion 
and holding Christ, who is framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. 
Atl. and r., a small, thick cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at |., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand (Heraklonas’s is not visible). Each emperor 
wears his hair long at the sides and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 

Heraklonas, whose head seems to be turned slightly to the |., is equal in size to Herakleios 


Constantine. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


17.19 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1636.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.98 g. Chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at I., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath 
border. 

The die-carving on the obverse is crude. The cross flanking the Virgin at r. tilts (as on 17.20). 


Heraklonas seems to be equal in size to Herakleios Constantine. 


17.20 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1639.— D. 28 mm. W. 20.82 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
1. and r., a thick, short cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. No inscription. Wreath border. 


The cross flanking the Virgin at r. tilts. Heraklonas is equal in size to Herakleios Constantine. 


17.21 Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and Heraklonas (638—41) 

Fogg 1637.— D. 28 mm. W. 13.92 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is bent at the knee. At I. and r., a small cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Herakleios, bearded; at 1., Heraklonas, beardless; 
and at r., Herakleios Constantine, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. No inscription. Each emperor wears his 
hair long at the sides and curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. Wreath 
border. 


Heraklonas is somewhat taller than Herakleios Constantine. 
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19 CONSTANS II 


18. ANONYMOUS (CONSTANS ID) 


In his unpublished catalogue of the Shaw Collection, Laurent has identified (correctly in our opin- 
ion) the imperial bust on the seal below as that of Constans I. On gold coins issued during the first 
five years of his reign Constans II is shown without a beard and with facial features that closely re- 
semble the figure depicted on our seal. On our coin example Constans II is represented en buste 
wearing a crown with a cross-topped circlet and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the 
r. hand. He is identified by an inscription reading ONCONSZ AN TINYSPPAV: D(ominus) n(oster) 


Constantinus p(er)p(etuus) au(gustus). 





DOC 2.2:1f.2. See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle 5, nos. 1-8. 


18.1 Constans IT (641-46) 

DO 47.2.354.— D. 18 mm. W. 5.62 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of the emperor Constans II beardless, wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys. No 
epigraphy. Wreath border. 

Rev. Blank. 


19. CONSTANS II 


On gold coins struck between 647 and 651 the emperor Constans II is represented with a short 
beard. On the coin illustrated here Constans is depicted en buste with facial hair, wearing a crown 
with a cross-topped circlet. He is dressed in a chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 
The bust is framed by a circular inscription reading ONCONSZ AN ZINYSPPAV: D(ominus) n(oster) 


Constantinus p(er)p(etuus) au(gustus). 





DOC 2.2:15c (pl. 24). See also MIB 3: Prigetabelle 5, nos. 9-22. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


19.1 Constans IT (647-51) 

DO 55.1.4262.— D. 25 mm. W. 14.77 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 15b. For a similar seal see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 13. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. leg seems to be bent at the knee. At |. and r. a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. The emperor Constans II standing to front with a short beard and long hair at the sides curl- 
ing outward. He wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the 
r. hand. A circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath border. 
dNCONSZAN-ZI..SPPAV 
D(ominus) n(oster) Constanti[nu]s p(er)p(etuus) au[g(ustus)]. 


The lettering of the identifying legend on the reverse is the same as on gold coins. 


19.2 Constans II (647-51) 

DO 58.106.550.— D. 25 mm. W. 18.07 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 15a. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed within an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross 
potent. No visible border. 

Rev. The emperor Constans II standing to front with a short beard and long hair at the sides curl- 
ing outward. He wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the 
r. hand. His I. leg is bent at the knee. A circular inscription beginning at |. No visible border. 
ONCONSZ ANZI-NUSPPAVG 
D(ominus) n(oster) Constantinus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 

The identifying inscription has the same spacing as on a seal published by Laurent in Vatican, 
no. 6. It is interesting to note that Laurent thought that the Virgin is seated, an optical illusion found 


on numerous seals of Herakleios and Constans II. 


19.3 Constans II (647-51) 

DO 58.106.498.— D. 25 mm. W. 16.44 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is. 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross po- 
tent. Wreath border. 

Rev. The emperor Constans II standing to front. Details of face and dress are obscure, but one can 
see that he holds a globus. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at |. No visible border. 
soee NS TAIN cacncneee 


{D(ominus) n(oster) Co]nstant[inus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus)]. 
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20 CONSTANS IT AND CONSTANTINE IV 


19.4 Constans IT (647-51) 

Fogg 1627.— D. 27 mm. W. 18.46 g. Broken; one-quarter missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion. At |. and r., a cross potent. In- 
determinate border. 

Rev. The emperor Constans II standing to front, wearing a crown and a chlamys. Facial details and 
hair obscure, but one can see that he holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. A circular inscrip- 
tion beginning at |. Wreath border. 

DNCON......NYSPEPEAYG 
D(ominus) n(oster) Con[stanti]nus pe(r)pe(tuus) aug(ustus). 


It is unusual that an identifying inscription should use superscript letters. 


19.5 Constans II (647-51) 

DO 58.106.541.— D. 25 mm. W. 13.78 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. I5c. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ. Her 1. leg is 
bent at the knee. At 1. and r., a cross potent. Incuse border. 

Rev. The emperor Constans II standing to front with a long beard and mustache wearing a crown 
with a cross and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand. His hair is worn long at 
the sides and curls outward.The figure is identified by a circular inscription beginning at |., but 
the only certain lettering is to be found at r. Wreath border. 
ee -INYSPPAVG 
[D(ominus) n(oster) Constant]inus p(er)p(etuus) aug(ustus). 

Zacos and Veglery are correct that the longer length of the emperor’s beard would seem to in- 

dicate that the seal dates near 651. 


20. CONSTANS IT AND CONSTANTINE IV 


Constans II took his son Constantine IV as a colleague on 13 April 654. Consequently seals and 
coins bearing depictions of the two rulers are assigned to the period 654—59. In June of 659 Con- 
stans associated with himself two more sons, Herakleios and Tiberios. As can be seen on the accom- 
panying coin example Constans’s beard is longer and he is shown with a mustache. A beardless bust 
of Constantine IV wearing a crown with cross-topped circlet and a chlamys appears at the r. The pair 
are identified by an inscription reading ONCONSZ ANZ! NUYS C CONSZ ANZINV: D(ominus) n(oster) 
Constantinus c(e) Constantinu(s). Grierson observes (DOC 2.2: p. 427), “The first C of CCON in the 
inscription is for kai, replacing the ef used in Heraclius’ reign.” See, for comparison, the inscription 
appearing on our no. 16.1. Morrisson (BNC 2: p. 820) lists “C€ pour Kai” with a group of coin in- 
scriptions in which imperial names are separated by C€. In transcribing C as c(e) we are of course 


simply following the intended full spelling. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





DOC 2.2:25h (pl. 24). See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle 5, nos. 26—28. 


20.1 Constans II and Constantine IV (654-59) 

DO 55.1.4263.— D. 28 mm. W. 14.02 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 17a. For a similar specimen see Likhachev, “Nekotorye,”’ 516, fig. 41. 

Oby. Three-quarter length representation of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and hold- 
ing Christ, who 1s framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Visible at r., a cross potent. Wreath 
border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Constans II at I. with long beard and mustache and a smaller bust of Con- 
stantine [V at r. Each wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. Each emperor wears his hair 
long at the sides and curled inward. In the upper field, between the two figures, a small cross. A 
circular inscription beginning at I. Wreath border. 

ONO Naw CIN sccciecsnets 
D(omin1) n(ostri) Con|stan]tinu[s c(e) Constantin(us)]. 
The manner in which we have transcribed the identifying legend is based on coins. It represents 


one of several possible resolutions. 


20.2 Constans II and Constantine IV (654-59) 

Fogg 1629.— D. 29 mm. W. 9.41 g. Bottom half of seal missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Seemingly the Virgin standing to front. A cross potent visible at r. Wreath border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Constans IJ at I. and a smaller bust of Constantine IV at r. Constans I 
wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. Constantine [V wears a crown with a cross. In the 
upper field, between the two figures, a small cross potent. Remains of a circular inscription be- 
ginning at 1. Wreath border. 

NCONSTAN-ZIN.CON....... 
[D(omin1i)] n(ostri) Constantin(us) [c(e)] Con[stantin(us)]. 


It is uncertain whether the missing letter between the two names is C ors. 


20.3 Constans II and Constantine IV (654-59) 

DO 58.106.514.— D. 26 mm. W. 9.57 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 7c. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 


At |. and r., a cross potent. 
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20 CONSTANS II AND CONSTANTINE IV 





Rey. Bust of the emperor Constans II at |. with long beard and mustache and a smaller bust of Con- 
stantine IV unbearded at r. Each wears a crown and a chlamys. In the upper field, between the 
two figures, a small cross. Partial remains of an inscription at r. Wreath border. 

CONSTA.... 
The engraver has used dots to indicate Christ’s hair. The lower portion of the upright bar of the 


cross flanking the Virgin at |. is stunted. The cross at r. is set higher than the cross at 1. 


20.4 Constans II and Constantine IV (654-59) 

DO 58.106.519.— D. 22 mm. W. 8.37 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton amd maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her I. leg is bent at the knee. At 1. and r., a cross potent. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Constans II with long beard and mustache at |. and a smaller bust of Con- 
stantine IV beardless at r. Each wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. In the upper field, 
between the two figures, a small cross. Traces of an illegible inscription along the circumfer- 
ence. Wreath border. 


The crosses flanking the Virgin are short and are placed low in the field. 


20.5 Constans II and Constantine IV (654-59) 

DO 58.106.547.— D. 29 mm. W. 14.68 g. Chipped and corroded (rev.). Cast with a small hook (visible at |. on 
the illustration of the reverse). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 

l. and r., a long, thin cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Half-length bust of the emperor Constans II at |. and a bust of Constantine IV at r. Facial details 
indistinct. Each wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. No visible epigraphy or border. 

It is not impossible that the specimen belongs to the joint reign of Herakleios and Herakleios 
Constantine. We have assigned the seal to the joint reign of Constans II and Constantine [V because 
the Virgin is flanked by two long, thin crosses. Similar crosses are found on specimens that, on the 
basis of perfectly legible epigraphy, may be confidently assigned to Constans II and Constantine IV. 
See Zacos—Veglery, no. 18. To be sure the Virgin may be flanked by long crosses on seals of Hera- 
kleios and his son (see, for example, Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 509; and SBS 3 [1993]: 14), but the 
vertical and transverse bars are relatively thick. On the present specimen the Virgin’s chiton falls 


straight; it does not flare below the waist, as on Herakleian seals. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


21. CONSTANS II, CONSTANTINE IV, HERAKLEIOS, AND TIBERIOS 


As noted, Constans’s two sons, Herakleios and Tiberios, became associated with their father and 
brother in 659. Although they first appear on gold coin emissions after 659, they are first shown 
each holding a globus cruciger on coins that Grierson dates to the period ca. 663-68. On the coin 
that we reproduce the obverse is decorated with a bust of Constans II with a long beard and mus- 
tache, wearing a plumed helmet, surmounted by a cross, and a chlamys. He holds a globus cruciger 
in the r. hand. Along the circumference is a circular inscription reading VICTORIA AVG4O +: Victo- 
ria augu(storum). On the anepigraphic (exergue excluded) reverse we see Constantine IV in center; 
at r., Herakleios; and at |., Tiberios. Each wears a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and 


holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 





DOC 2.2:41d (pl. 25). See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle V, nos. 29-40. 


21.1 Constans II, Constantine IV, Herakleios, and Tiberios (663-68) 

DO 58.106.549.— D. 30 mm; field 27 mm. W. 20.39 g. 

Unpublished. For similar specimens see Zacos—Veglery, nos. 20a—b; Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 14 (659-65); and 
Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 516-17, figs. 42-45. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. At |. and r., a cross potent. 

Rev. Four emperors standing to front. Each wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys and holds a 
globus cruciger in the r. hand. The emperor Constans IJ, the tallest figure and with a long beard 
and mustache, stands second from the |. Next to him on the r. is Constantine IV, seemingly with 
a short beard. On the ends are two smaller figures: Herakleios (beardless) at 1. and Tiberios 
(beardless) at r. One can see that the senior emperor wears his hair long at the sides and curled. 


The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 


22. CONSTANTINE IV, HERAKLEIOS, AND TIBERIOS 


22.1 Constantine IV, Herakleios, and Tiberios (668-81) 

DO 55.1.4260.— D. 28 mm. W. 13.64 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 14c (reign of Herakleios). Illustrated and discussed in Morrisson, “Du consul a 
l’empereur,” 259, table 1, and 264, no. 9. Illustrated by W. Seibt, “Die Darstellung der Theotokos,” 37, 
no. 2, and attributed to Constantine ['V and his brothers Herakleios and Tiberios (668-81). See also Seibt, 


Bleisiegel, 77 and note |. 
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22 CONSTANTINE IV, HERAKLEIOS, AND TIBERIOS 


Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. Visible at r., a cross po- 
tent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Constantine IV bearded; at |., Tiberios, beardless: 
and at r., Herakleios, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a large cross and a chlamys and 
holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. One can discern that Constantine [V’s chlamys is fas- 
tened with a large fibula. Each emperor wears his hair long at the sides and curled. The side- 
locks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath border. 

One could argue that the seal belongs to the period of Herakleios’s reign and that the figures 
depicted are Herakleios, Herakleios Constantine, and a relatively mature Heraklonas. But there are 
important differences. The beard hairs on the central figure are sharply defined. His face is large and 
oblong. On the basis of the foregoing that we prefer to follow the lead of Morrisson and Seibt and 
assign the seal to the years 668-81. We are also inclined to assign to the same period a seal pub- 
lished by Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 512, fig. 35. 


22.2. Constantine IV, Herakleios, and Tiberios (668-81) 

DO 55.1.4259.— D. 27 mm. W. 13.98 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 14e (reign of Herakleios). Mentioned by Seibt, Bleisiegel, 77 and note 1. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At |. and r., two asym- 
metrical crosses potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Constantine IV, bearded; at |., Tiberios (upper body 
effaced); and at r., Herakleios, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys 
and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the sides and 
curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath border. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is larger and is set higher than the one at |. Seibt is inclined 
to assign this specimen to Constantine IV and his brothers and we are inclined to agree. The impe- 
rial faces are not oblong as on the specimen above, but we see the same deeply etched beard hairs 
on the central figure’s face. The obverse carries the same clumsy representation of the Virgin as on 


the specimen above. 


22.3. Constantine IV, Herakleios, and Tiberios (668-81) 

DO 55.1.4261.— D. 27 mm. W. 16.04 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 14d (reign of Herakleios). Mentioned in Seibt, Bleiseigel, 77 and note 1. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who is 
framed by an oval mandorla, before her. Her |. leg is bent at the knee. At I. and r., two small, 
asymmetrical crosses potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Three emperors standing to front: in center, Constantine IV, bearded and with mustache; at 1., 
Tiberios, beardless; and at r., Herakleios, beardless. Each figure wears a crown with a cross and a 
chlamys and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Each emperor wears his hair long at the sides 


and curled. The sidelocks are combed downward and outward. No inscription. Wreath border. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


The cross flanking the Virgin at r. is set higher than the cross at |., which has an elongated cen- 
tral shaft. We agree with Seibt that this seal should be assigned to Constantine I'V and his brothers. 
As on 22.1 and 22.2, Christ appears within a well-defined oval mandorla. The modeling of the Vir- 
gin’s figure is crude. The faces of the imperial trio are oblong. The central figure’s visage is severe 


and has well-defined facial har. 
23. CONSTANTINE IV 


Grierson has argued that Constantine deposed his brothers Herakleios and Tiberios, at least for the 
final time, in 681. Prior to that date he issued gold coins, such as the one accompanying our first 
entry, decorated on the obverse with a bearded bust, the head turned slightly to the r., and wearing a 
plumed helmet with diadem. He holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head; a shield with a horse- 
man device rests on his ]. shoulder. A (blundered) circular inscription reads ONCONI Z NYSP. On 
the reverse appears a cross-on-steps flanked by standing figures of Herakleios at |. and Tiberios at r. 
Each wears a chlamys and crown with cross and holds a globus cruciger. On the coin illustrated 
with no. 23.2 we find on the obverse a half-length representation of Constantine IV, the head turned 
slightly downward and to the r., wearing a cuirass and a helmet with crest and plume. He holds a 
spear behind the head; a shield emblazoned with a horseman device rests on his |. shoulder. His 
name appears in a blundered circular inscription: PCONSZ A NPSPPA: D(ominus; P = ©) Consta- 
nus p(er)p(etuus) a(ugustus). On the reverse appears only a cross-on-steps; no brothers are depicted. 
Since no corulers appear on the seals published below, we have, as have Zacos and Veglery, assigned 
the specimens to the period of 681-85. Both Constantine’s coins and seals set aside an austere de- 
piction in favor of a heroic type, one that has its roots in imperial depictions of the Vth and VIth cen- 
turies. Its last appearance was during the early years of the reign of Justinian I. Morrisson has sug- 
gested that the type may have been revived due to ideological reasons that influenced Constantine’s 
decision to bestow on a son born in 669 the name Justinian. See BNC |: p. 374. 

Constantine’s seals are remarkable for the replacement of the Virgin with a cross potent. As 
Seibt observes, the cross, which symbolizes Christ’s triumph over death, may serve as a victory 
motif. See Seibt—Zarnitz, 32, and the remarks in Koltsida-Makri, “Representation of the Cross,” 
45-46. 





DOC 2.2:10g.2 (class 3: pl. 32). See also MIB 3: Prigetabelle 8, no. 9. 
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23, CONSTANTINE IV 


23.1 Constantine IV (681-85) 

DO 58.106.544.— D. 28 mm ; field 16 mm. W. 18.68 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 21. 

Obyv. Bust of the emperor Constantine IV bearded, his head turned slightly to the r. He wears a crown 
with plume and ribbons and a cuirass and a chlamys. He wears his hair long at the sides and 
curled. He holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head; a shield with a horseman device rests on 
the |. shoulder. No epigraphy. Border of dots. 

Rev. Blank. 

In contrast with the next specimen, the bust is quite small and the style is clumsy, possibly in- 


dicating an earlier date. Grierson (DOC 2.2: p. 516) notes that his class 3 solidi of Constantinople 





(674-81) are of indifferent design and workmanship, whereas Constantine’s bust on class 4 solidi 
(681-85) appears in high relief and with greater care paid to details of portraiture and dress. For 


class 4, see no. 23.2. 





DOC 2.2:15d (class 4). See also MIB 3: Prigetabelle 8, no. 10. 


23.2 Constantine [IV (681-85) 

DO 55.1.4264.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.37 g. Chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 22c. For similar seals, see Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 521—22, figs. 53 and 54. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine IV bearded, head turned slightly to the 


r. He wears a crown with a plume and ribbons and a cuirass and a chlamys. He wears his hair 





long at the sides and curled. The sidelocks at r. are combed downward and outward. He holds 
in the r. hand a spear behind his head and in the |. hand a shield decorated with a horseman de- 
vice. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 

Rev. Large cross potent. No epigraphy. No border. 
In contrast with the preceding specimen, the bust is much larger and in higher relief. Still, the 


details of dress are poorly executed when compared with gold coins of the Constantinopolitan mint. 





The vertical bars of all the crosses potent in this section have lower sections longer than their upper 


ones. 


23.3 Constantine IV (681-85) 

DO 58.106.538.— D. 29 mm. W. 28.96 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby, Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine [V bearded, head turned slightly to the r. 


He wears a crown with a plume and a cuirass and a chlamys. He wears his hair long at the sides 


5] 


. EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





and curled. He holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head; a shield decorated with a horseman 
device rests on the |. shoulder. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 


Rey, Large cross potent. No epigraphy. Indeterminate border. 


23.4 Constantine IV (681-85) 

DO 58.106.542.— 24 mm x 29 mm. W. 20.71 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen see Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXXVI, no. 4. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine IV bearded. He wears a crown with a 
plume and ribbons and a cuirass and a chlamys. He wears his hair long at the sides and curled. 
He holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head. The |. hand is not visible, but remains of the 
shield can be seen. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 


Rev. Large cross potent. No epigraphy. Incuse border. 





23.5 Constantine IV (681-85) 

DO 58.106.543.— 21 x 29 mm. W. 18.30 g. Corroded. The channel runs from 9 o’clock to 3 o'clock. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine [V. Weak imprint; one can discern a 
crown and a cuirass, but other details are indistinct. No epigraphy. Indeterminate border. 


Rey. Large cross potent. No epigraphy. Indeterminate border. 
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24 CONSTANTINE IV 


23.6 Constantine IV (681-85) 

Fogg 1640.— 30 mm x 28 mm. W. 22.18 ¢. Blank too small for die. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen, see Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.3. 

Obv. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine IV, head turned slightly to the r., wear- 
ing a cuirass and chlamys. He wears his hair long at the sides and curled. He holds in the r. hand 
a spear behind his head; a shield decorated with a highly stylized depiction of a horseman rests 
on the |. shoulder. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 

Rey, Large cross potent. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 
The crown is outside the field. It is unclear if the die carver included ribbons. The specimen 1l- 

lustrated in Seibt—Zarnitz is a particularly well-struck example of Constantine I'V’s seal. No ribbons 

are present. None also are to be observed on the specimen published by Zacos—Veglery, no. 22b. See 


also the next entry. 


23.7 Constantine IV (681-85) 

Fogg 1653.— D. 32 mm. W. 31.35 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Constantine IV, head turned slightly to the r., wearing a crown with a high plume and a 
cuirass and a chlamys. He holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head; a shield decorated with 
a horseman device rests on the |. shoulder. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 


Rev. Large cross potent. No epigraphy. Wreath border. 





24. CONSTANTINE IV 


The seal below is noteworthy as the first appearance of the Virgin Hodegetria on imperial seals. This 
type of depiction, in which the Virgin 1s shown standing and holding Christ on her arm, enjoyed a 
certain vogue among seals of the later VIIth and early VIIIth century. See, for example, specimens 
published in the catalogue of Zacos and Veglery: nos. 1160 (John; VIIth century); 1161 (John, kou- 
bikoularios of the empress; early VIIIth century); 1171 (Kosmas bishop; VIIth century); and 1178 


(Marinos apo eparchon and dioiketes of the Eparchiai; late VIIth century). 


53 











I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


24.1 Constantine IV (681-85) 

DO 58.106.483.— D. 33 mm. W. 27.70 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 23. 

Oby, The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on the |. arm. 

At l. and r., a cross. Wreath border. 

Rev. Bust of the emperor Constantine IV wearing a helmet and body armor. At r., a cross potent. 

Wreath border. 

In Zacos—Veglery, no. 23, the emperor is described as possibly holding a globus cruciger. Zacos 
and Veglery were certainly correct to compare this specimen with a similar seal of much higher 
quality preserved in the Vatican Collection and published by Laurent (Vatican, no. 7 and pl. XLIV). 
On the Vatican seal the emperor holds in the r. hand a spear behind his head; a shield emblazoned 
with a rider rests on the 1. shoulder. Although the surface of the obverse on our seal has suffered con- 
siderable deterioration, we suspect that the emperor, since he wears a helmet and armor, is holding a 
spear behind his head as well. One seems to see a cross at |.; if one 1s present, its purpose probably 
consists solely of placing the emperor between flanking devices. On the Vatican specimen the em- 
peror is unbearded and for this reason Laurent postulated that the seal appeared early in Constan- 
tine’s reign. We agree, however, with Zacos and Veglery in assigning the seal to the late years of the 
reign. Our reasoning 1s as follows. Zacos and Veglery, no. 25, have published a seal bearing a depic- 
tion of the Virgin Hodegetria on the obverse and on the reverse the bust of an emperor who may be 
reasonably identified as Justinian II. It would appear that Justinian wished to use a seal design that 
recalled the seal of his predecessor and, if so, then, in our opinion, he would more likely than not 
have adopted a decorative motif that was current late in Constantine’s reign. 

Still, because detatls of regalia and secondary decoration are uncertain, it would be unwise to 
insist on the attribution of this seal to the reign of Constantine IV. We note that Seibt, Bleisiegel, 
p. 77, 1s inclined to believe that the Virgin Hodegetria type begins with the reign of Emperor Leon- 
tios (695-98). 


25. JUSTINIAN II 


Since entries 25.1—26.1 do not bear an identifying legend, the only way they can be ascribed to a 
particular emperor is to compare the imperial portrait appearing on the reverse with imperial rep- 
resentations on coins. When comparison is made with the mint emissions of Emperor Justinian I 
we find that our seals most closely resemble in style and iconographic details the imperial image 
stamped on gold coins from this emperor’s first reign. Justinian’s coins are noted for the quality of 
their design and execution, exemplified on the specimen below. The obverse has a bust of the em- 
peror with a short beard wearing a crown with cross and a chlamys. He holds a globus cruciger in 
the r. hand and is identified by an inscription reading DINSTINIA NYSPEAV: D(ominus noster) [us- 
tinianus pe(rpetuus) au(gustus). Note, as well, the careful workmanship that engravers expended on 


incising boulloteria. 
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26 JUSTINIAN II 





DOC 2.2:5c (pl. 37). See also MIB 3: Praigetabelle 10, nos. 4—7. 


25.1 Justinian II (687-95) 

DO 55.1.4263.— D. 26 mm. W. 17.51 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no, 24a. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. hand is set below his feet. The |. leg seems to be bent at the knee. At |. and r., a cross po- 
tent. No border visible. | 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Justinian II with a short beard, wearing a crown with 
across on top and a chlamys and holding a globus in the r. hand. He wears his hair long at the 
sides and curled. The sidelocks at |. are combed downward and outward; the sidelocks at r. are 
combed downward and inward. At |. and r., a cross potent. No border visible. 

The cross flanking the Virgin at |. is placed lower in the field than the cross at r. On gold coins of 
earlier date Justinian is shown beardless. The cross at ]. seems to be independent of the globus that 


the emperor holds. The same is true of the cross on the seal described next. 


25.2 Justinian II (687-95) 

DO 55.1.4266.— D. 28 mm. W. 17.50 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 24b. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. 
Her |. hand set below his feet. At |. and r., a cross potent. No border visible. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Justinian I] with a short beard, wearing a crown and 
a chlamys and holding a globus in the r. hand. He wears his hair long at the sides and curled. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. No border visible. 
The center shaft of the cross flanking the Virgin at 1. seems to be longer in the lower portion 


than the cross at r. 
26. JUSTINIAN II 


On gold coins dated by Grierson to the period 692—95 Justinian I] appears wearing a loros and hold- 
ing in his right hand a cross potent on base and in his left hand an akakia. He is depicted wearing a 
loros on dated seals of the years 690/91. See Zacos—Veglery, no. 167. Zacos and Veglery have pos- 
tulated that the image of the emperor wearing a loros was first used on seals and then on coins. Jus- 


tinian chose to ornament the coinage with a bust of Christ with long hair and a thick beard, an image 
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DOC 2.2:7g.1. See also MIB 3: Pragetabelle 10, nos. 8-9. 


that he elected to be placed on the obverse and accompanied by an inscription proclaiming Christ 
as “King of Kings”: IhSCRISC DSREX REGNANZIMM: Ins(us) Cristos Rex Regnantium. The reverse 
describes Justinian as the “servant of Christ”: DINSTINI AN YSSERYChHRISZI!: D(ominus noster) Ius- 


tinianus serv(us) Christi. 


26.1 Justinian IT (692-95) 

DO 55.1.4267.— D. 27 mm. W. 17.19 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 26b. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ before her. At 
l. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Emperor Justinian [I with a short beard standing to front. He wears a crown and a loros draped 
over the 1. shoulder. He holds in the r. hand a cross potent set on three steps and an akakia in the 
|. hand. No border visible. 


The cross flanking the Virgin at |. is set lower than the cross at r. 


27. PHILIPPIKOS 


The inclusion of an identifying inscription on imperial seals was revived during Justinian II’s sec- 
ond reign, a practice that was continued in Philippikos’s chancery. On Philippikos’s solidi, as on his. 
seals, we find an inscription wishing the emperor a long reign; it reads: DNFILEPIC YSMYL TYSAN: 
D(ominus) n(oster) Filepicus multus an(nus?). The emperor is represented wearing a cross-topped 
crown and a loros and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a scepter surmounted by an eagle in 
the |. hand. There is a striking similarity between gold coins and seals in both the quality of crafts- 
manship and figure modeling. The Virgin continues to be depicted on the seals, but on the emperor’s 


solidi Christ’s bust is replaced with a cross-on-steps. 





DOC 2.2:1h (pl. 45). See also MIB 3, Pragetabelle 15, nos. 1-4. 
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28 LEOTI 


27.1 Philippikos (711-13) 

DO 58.106.597.— D. 37 mm. W. 29.31 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 30a. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on the I. arm. 
Atl. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Philippikos with a short beard and mustache, wear- 
ing a crown with a cross and a loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a staff 
topped by an eagle in the |. hand. His hair is worn long at the sides. The sidelocks are combed 
downward and curled at bottom. Circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath border. 
DNFILEPICY-S...TYSAN 


D(ominus) n(oster) Filepicus [mul]tus an(nus’?). 


27.2 Philippikos (711-13) 

DO 55.1.4268.— D. 35 mm. W. 36.80 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 30b. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on the |. arm. 
Atl. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Philippikos with short beard and mustache, wearing 
a crown with a cross and loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a staff topped by 
an eagle in the |. hand. His hair is worn long at the sides. The sidelocks are combed downward 
and curled at bottom. Circular inscription beginning at 1. Wreath border. 

. ILEPICY-SMYLTYSAN 


[D(ominus) n(oster) Fjilepicus multus an(nus’?). 


28. LEO III 


Our series lacks examples of the seals of Anastasios IIT and Theodosios III. For these see Zacos— 
Veglery, nos. 31 and 32. Our listing resumes with the reign of Leo III (717-41). On gold coins, as 
on the one illustrated below, the emperor is represented wearing a crown with cross on a circlet and 
a chlamys. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. An inscription reads ONOLEO NPAMMUL: per- 
haps, D(omino) n(ostr)o Leon(1) p(erpetuo) a(ugusto) mul(tos annos). For the transcription of the 
legend see BNC 2: pp. 456 and 818. On 25 March 720 Leo took as colleague his two-year-old son 
Constantine V; after this date Constantine’s bust appears on the reverse of gold and copper coins 
minted at Constantinople. 
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DOC 3.1:1¢.3 (pl. 1). 


28.1 Leo IIT (717-20) 

DO 55.1.4269.— D. 36 mm. W. 42.13 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 33a. For a similar specimen see Shandrovskaja, Sfragistika, no. 216. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on her |. arm. 
Her r. hand is set below his feet. At ]. and r., a cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Leo III with short beard and mustache, wearing a 
crown with a cross and a chlamys pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. He wears his hair long 
at the sides and curled. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription. Wreath border. 

ONOLEO-NPAM.LA 
D(omino) n(ostr)o Leon(1) p(erpetuo) a(ugusto) m[u]I(tos) a(nnos). 


28.2 Leo III (717-20) 

DO 55.1.4270.— D. 36 mm. W. 38.75 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 33c. 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on her 1. arm. 
Atl. and r., a cross potent. Indeterminate border. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Leo III with short beard and mustache, wearing a 
chlamys and crown with a cross. He wears his hair long at the sides and full at the bottom. He 
holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Wreath 
border. 

ONOLEO-NPAMYLA 


D(omino) n(ostr)o Leon(i) p(erpetuo) a(ugusto) mul(tos) a(nnos). 


29. LEO IIL AND CONSTANTINE V 


As noted above, Constantine V became Leo’s colleague on 25 March 720. In this particular case we 


have elected to illustrate Leo’s coinage after this date using a follis struck at Constantinople in the 
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29 LEO III AND CONSTANTINE V 





DOC 3.1:29d.3 (class 2, follis; pl. 3). 


years 720-ca. 721. On the obverse appears a bearded, facing bust of Leo III wearing a crown with 
a cross-topped circlet and a chlamys. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the 
|. hand. On the reverse Constantine is shown en buste beardless above a horizontal line. He seems 
to be an infant. Like his father he wears a crown with cross on a circlet and a chlamys. He holds a 
globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. At r. a small cross. The inscription on the 


reverse is reasonably complete: ONCONS Z ANZIN: D(ominus) n(oster) Constantin[us]. 


29.1 Leo III and Constantine V (720-41) 

Fogg 1643.— D. 35 mm. W. 26.98 g. Chipped and corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 33 bis. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the emperor Leo II with a short beard and mustache, wearing a 
chlamys and crown with a cross and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in 
the |. hand. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: ...MYL.Wreath border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of a beardless Constantine. He is shown with a youthful and much 
smaller head wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the 
r. hand. At r. a small cross. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Indeterminate border. 
ONC.N-...? 

Zacos—Veglery read the circular inscription on the obverse as .NO[LE]O-NPL[AIJM4L. In fact it is 
impossible to see the letters NO[LE]O. There are traces of letters at 1. and one could believe that the 
inscription ends with the letters M4L. The most certain letter is L. Far less problematic is the read- 
ing of the inscription on the reverse. Although Zacos and Veglery were inclined to print the legend 
as ...S@-....N4., one can discern quite readily at the beginning the letters C and N. Although one 
could debate letterforms, the fact is that stylistically and iconographically one is left only with the 
choice of attributing the seal to Leo II] and Constantine V. See the article by N. Likhachev, “Sceaux 
de l"empereur Léon III l’Isaurien,” Byzantion 11 (1936): 472, and the seal reproduced from the col- 
lection of the Hermitage. On the obverse of the Hermitage specimen is a representation of Leo III 
wearing a crown and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand; on the reverse appears 
Constantine similarly dressed and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Both emperors are iden- 
tified by readable inscriptions. Thus the emperors on our seals wear the same clothing and hold the 
same symbols of power as on the Hermitage specimen. We note that on Grierson’s class 2 follis of 
Constantinople, attributed to the years 720—ca. 721, one finds a small cross to the right of Constan- 


tine’s bust. See the coin illustrated with this seal. 
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It is important to note that on iconic seals issued during Leo’s joint reign with Constantine the 
Virgin disappears (our nos. 29.1 and 30.1). One assumes that in limiting iconography to family 
members Leo wished to emphasize Constantine’s rights to succession, while at the same time pro- 


moting a program of iconoclastic decoration. 


30. LEO HI AND CONSTANTINE V 


30.1 Leo III and Constantine V (720-41) 

Fogg 1628.— D. 31 mm; field 25 mm. W. 15.45 g. Chipped. The specimen is a token since there is no chan- 
nel for suspension. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 34. 

Oby. The emperor Leo [II shown with a long head and bearded standing to front, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and seem- 
ingly an akakia in the |. hand. On each side a group of three small figures bowing to the impe- 
rial figure. Above the group at r., a small cross potent. Wreath border. 

Rey. The emperor Constantine V shown with a round head and beardless standing to front, wearing 
a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and 
an akakia in the |. hand. On each side a group of three small figures bowing to the imperial fig- 
ure. Above the group at r., a small cross potent. Wreath border. 


In illustrating their entry, Zacos and Veglery misunderstood which figure is Constantine V. 


31. LEO IIT AND CONSTANTINE V 


Aniconic silver issues were struck under Leo III in the period 720-41. On the obverse appears an 
inscription of five lines reading LEON|SCONSZT|ANTINEE|COEYbAISILIS-: Leon (kai) Constan- 
tine ec Qeu basilis. The reverse is decorated with a cross potent on steps and bears the inscription 
IhSUSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. The first use on miliaresia of the phrase “basilis Romaion” 
occurs during the reign of Leo V (813-20). This fact leads to the consideration that it 1s perhaps eas- 
ier for numismatists to ascribe miliaresia to Leo III, Leo IV, and Leo V than it is for sigillographers 
to distinguish between the aniconic seals of these three emperors. For the most part we follow the 
attributions of Zacos and Veglery and discuss, where appropriate, the criteria which these two au- 


thors have employed. 





DOC 3.1:22a.2 (miliaresion; pl. 2). 
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32. CONSTANTINE V? 


31.1 Leo III and Constantine V (720-41) 
DO 58.106.588.— D. 33 mm.; field: 26 mm. W. 24.18 g. Corroded. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, 34 bis b. For a similar specimen (in better condition) see their 34 bis a. See also Seibt, 

Bleisiegel, no. 15 and Likhachev, “Nekotorye,” 525 and 527, figs. 37 and 39. 

Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 

ENONOMT 4PRSZTYVVSZT...INPTIS 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. Wreath border. 

LEON|SCONST A|.TINOSPI|STOIbASI|LISROM|AION 

En onom(ati) tu p(at)r(os) (Koi) tu y(io)u (Koi) ttu agjiu pn(eumato)s. 

Leon (Kai) Consta[n]|tinos pistoi basilis Romaion. 

Zacos and Veglery have assigned this specimen to the reign of Leo III on the basis that the leg- 
end on the reverse is rendered in stumpy letters. We are inclined to agree with their dating because 
the upper portion of the upright bar of the cross, just as on Leo’s miliaresia, is substantially shorter 
than the lower part. The two authors point out that on the obverse: (a) PAZ ROS is abbreviated PR; 
and (b) PNEYMAZ OS is abbreviated PTS. 

On the coin, as well as the seal, the engraver has jettisoned N and employs 1. We also call atten- 
tion to the use of $ for Kai, an abbreviation that appears both on Leo’s silver issues and his seals (see 
line 2 of the reverse of the present specimen). Of further interest are the inscriptions on the obverse 
and reverse of the seal. We see here Greek legends expressed in Latin letters. For clarity we observe 


that bASILIS is the Latin equivalent of the Greek BaotAeic. 


31.2 Leo III and Constantine V (720-41) 
DO 55.1.4278.— D. 33 mm; field 27 mm. W. 27.88 g. One-quarter missing. 
Unpublished. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 
ENO....YPRSTYVVSTYAGINPTIS 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. Wreath border. 
LEON|SCOTSZA|NTIHOS..|STOIbAS.|LISROM|AIOh 
En o[nom(ati) t]u p(at)r(os) (Kai) tu y(io)u (Kai) tu agiu pn(eumato)s. 
Leon (Kai) Constantinos [pi]stoi bas[i]lis Romaion. Wreath border. 
As on the seal above, the upper section of the vertical shaft of the cross on the obverse is appre- 
ciably shorter than the lower one; the letters of the inscription on the reverse appear compressed. On 
the obverse PAZTROS is abbreviated PR and PTE4YMAZ OS is abbreviated PTS. 


32. CONSTANTINE V? 


If the seal below belongs to Constantine V, it would have to date to the period prior to Leo IV’s ele- 


vation to the rank of co-emperor in 751. 
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32.1 Constantine V (741-51)? 

DO 58.106.581.— D. 37 mm.,; field: 32 mm. W. 41.00 g. Chipped at top. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 35 bis. 

Oby. Cross potent on three steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 

ENONOME 4 PR........ YAGIYBYHS 
Rey. Inscription of five lines. Wreath border. 

CONST |AhZIhOS|PIST OSbA|SILEYSRO|MAION 

Ex’ onom(ati) tu p(at)r[(os) (Kat) tu y(io)u (Ket) tu agiu b(ne)u(mato)s. 

Constantinos pistos basileus Romaion. 

Zacos and Veglery printed the opening initial letters of the circular inscription on the obverse as 
€71 and interpreted the two letters before the final $ as an upside down and retrograde P11. 

In his review of the Zacos—Veglery volume, Werner Seibt (BS/ 36 [1975]: 209) was inclined to 
assign this seal to the years 790—92 and the reign of Constantine VI, and indeed Zacos and Veglery 
were uncertain whether to attribute the specimen to Constantine V or Constantine VI. Certainly its 
overall design is strikingly different from the specimens above that we have attributed to Leo III and 
Constantine V. The field is larger in diameter, allowing the cross potent on the obverse to be higher 
and wider without crowding the circular inscription, a feature, we might add, of the silver coinage of 
Leo IV. The legend on the reverse is distinguished by tall letters, evenly spaced. On the other hand, 
the fields of two iconic specimens that can be reasonably assigned to Constantine VI (see Zacos— 
Veglery, nos. 38 and 39) are substantially smaller in diameter. On balance then we prefer to keep 


Zacos and Veglery’s ascription, while admitting that Seibt could be correct. 


33. CONSTANTINE V AND LEO IV 


Aniconic miliaresia were struck under the co-emperorship of Constantine V and Leo IV from 751 un- 
til 775. They bear on the obverse a legend of five lines reading CON|SZ ANZI|NESLEON|ECOEYLA| 
SILIS": Constantine (Ko) Leon ec Qeu basilis. On the reverse appears a cross potent on steps and the 
legend IhSYSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. 





DOC 3.1:5.3 (pl. 8). 
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34 LEOTV AND CONSTANTINE VI 


33.1 Constantine V and Leo IV (751-75) 
DO 58.106.589.— D. 33 mm. W. 29.44 g. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 36c. The example published by Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 16 (751—ca. 770) is thought by the 
editor to be perhaps a late VIlIth-century forgery. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 
ENO. .ceeeeeeee ZTYACIYBYS 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. Indeterminate border. 
ONS|ZTATNZINJOSSLEOMP|IST OIASIILISROM|AION 
En on[om(ati) tu p(at)r(os) (Kort) tu y(io)u (Ko1)] tu agiu b(ne)u(mato)s. 
[C]onstantinos (Kai) Leon pistoi basilis Romaion. 
At the end of the circular inscription on the obverse the letter G appears as C and instead of PTS 
PTNEYMAZ OS 1s, as on the specimen above (no. 32.1), abbreviated b4S. Zacos and Veglery (no. 36b) 
attribute to Constantine V and Leo IV a seal on which PTIEYMAZ OS is abbreviated PTS. 


33.2 Constantine V and Leo [IV (751-75) 
DO 55.1.4271.— D. 31 mm. W. 23.56 g. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 36a. 
Oby. Cross potent on steps. Circular inscription visible at |. Indeterminate border. 
ENONOMCYPR... 
Rey. Inscription of six lines. Indeterminate border. 
COTS|ZTANTZIN|OSSLEOTN.|.STOIbASI|LISROM|AION 
Constantinos (Kai) Leon [pi]stoi basilis Romaion. 
We have left the inscription on the obverse unresolved because we are unsure how it should 
read. A parallel specimen published in Seyrig, no. 4, 1s not helpful because of chipping along the 
edge. 


34. LEO ITV AND CONSTANTINE VI 


Aniconic miliaresia were struck in the names of Leo IV and Constantine VI between 776 and 780. The 
obverse is decorated with an inscription of five lines reading LEON|SCONST|ANTZTINEE|COEYbA| 





DOC 3.1:3.4 (pl. 12). 


63 
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SILIS: Leon (kai) Constantine ec Qeu basilis. The reverse features a cross potent on steps and the 


circular legend IhSUSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. 


34.1 Leo IV and Constantine VI (776-80) 
DO 55.1.4277.— D. 39 mm; field 30 mm. W. 43.18 g. Chipped. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 37. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 
ENONOMZYPRSSTYVVSTYAIYbYS 
Rev. Inscription of six lines. Wreath border. 
LEON|SCOTNSZ |NZINOSP|ISZ OILASI|LISROM|AION 
En onom(ati) tu p(at)r(o)s (Kai) tu y(io)u (Kai) tu a(g)iu b(ne)u(mato)s. 
Leon (Koi) Const[a|ntinos pistoi basilis Romaion. 
On this specimen PAZ ROS is abbreviated PR. PNEYMAZ OS is abbreviated LYS, as on our nos. 
32.1 and 33.1. 


35. CONSTANTINE VI 


On the seal published below there is no mention of the empress Eirene, suggesting that the specimen 
was struck between October of 790, when Constantine confined her to quarters in the palace, and 
her recall in January of 792. On iconic coins Constantine VI regularly appears with his mother, as 
on the solidus illustrated below, and indeed no coins showing Constantine alone are known for the 
period to which Grierson attributes solidi (790-92; DOC 3.1:2) in which Eirene is shown without a 
globus cruciger. On aniconic miliaresia her name is normally paired with his. For the chronology of 


the reign of Constantine and his mother see DOC 3.1: pp. 336-38. 





DOC 3.1:3a.3 (pl. 14). 


35.1 Constantine VI (790-92) 

DO 58.106.561.— D. 25 mm; field 21 mm. W. 10.67 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 39. 

Obv. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine VI beardless wearing crown with a 
cross and a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder and holding in the r. hand 
a globus cruciger and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 
CONSZ AT-ZINOSLAS:O 
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Rey. Cross potent on four steps. Wreath border. No inscription. 

Constantinos bas(ileus) ©. 

Zacos and Veglery state that the specimen does not appear to have a channel, but this is 
incorrect. 

The same inscription that appears on our seal, Constantinos bas(ileus) ©, is found on a uniface 
seal published in Seyrig, no. 5, and on the reverse of the gold coin illustrated with this entry. The leg- 
end on our seal copies the whole of the inscription appearing on Constantine’s gold coins, including 


the control mark ©. Concerning the latter, see Grierson DOC 3.1: pp. 77-80. 


36. EIRENE 


On her gold coins the empress Eirene is represented wearing a loros and a crown topped by two tri- 
angular projections framing a cross (A+/). See DOC 3.1: p. 128, table 13. Her portrait is accompa- 
nied by a circular inscription reading EIRINH bASILISSH: Eiriny basilissn. 





DOC 3.1:1a.1 (pl. 15). 


36.1 Eirene (797-802) 
DO 55.1.4274.— D. 25 mm. W. 20.42 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of the empress Eirene wearing a crown with double pendilia and a 
loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in the |. hand. Remains of 
a circular inscription beginning at 10 o'clock. Border of dots. 
-EIRITIH 

Rey. Blank. 
Eiriny [basilissy]. 
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36.2 Eirene (797-802) 

DO 58.106.590.— D.28 mm; field 20 mm. W. 19.92 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 40c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the empress Eirene wearing a crown with double pendilia sur- 
mounted by A+A and a loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in 
the |. hand. No epigraphy. Border of dots. 

Rev. Blank. 


36.3 Eirene (797-802) 

DO 58.106.595.— D. 27 mm; field 19 mm. W. 20.14 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 40a. For a similar specimen see Likhachev, Nekotorye, 531, fig. 66. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of the empress Eirene wearing a crown with double pendilia sur- 
mounted by A+A and a loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in 
the |. hand. Circular inscription beginning at 10 o’clock. Border of dots. 

EIRIHH-bAS...... 

Rev. Blank. 

Eirinn bas[ilissy]. 


36.4 Eirene (797-802) 

DO 58.106.634.— D. 28 mm. W. 21.53 g. Double struck. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 40b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the empress Eirene wearing a crown with double pendilia sur- 
mounted by A+A and a loros and holding a cross scepter in the |. hand. Circular inscription vis- 
ible at r. Border of dots. 
cess bASILISSHO 

Rev. Blank. 

[Eiriny] basilissy O. 
The inscription identifying the empress is the same as on the reverse of her gold coins. See the 


reverse of the coin illustrated above. 
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37 NIKEPHOROS I 


36.5 Eirene (797-802) 

DO 58.106.504.— D. 22 mm. W. 5.00 g. No channel for suspension. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 41. The relationship of the reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the empress Eirene wearing a crown with double pendilia sur- 
mounted by \+A and a loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in 
the I. hand. Circular inscription beginning at 10 o’clock. Border of dots. 

EIRITIH-bASIL.... 

Rey. Identical with the obverse. One can discern that the circular inscription begins with €| and ends 

with H. 

Eiriny basil[issy). 

We suggest that the specimen might be a lead coin of necessity. One reviewer has reasonably 
postulated, however, that the specimen could be a pattern coin for Eirene’s follis (see, for example, 

DOC 3.1:2.1). 


37. NIKEPHOROS I 


Nikephoros ruled from 802 to 811. In December of 803 he raised his son Staurakios to the rank of 
co-emperor. On gold coins issued when Nikephoros reigned alone the obverse shows a bearded bust 
holding a cross potent on a base in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. The bust is accompanied 
by an inscription reading TIC! FOROSbASILE: Niciforos basile(us). On the reverse appears a cross 


on steps and the inscription IhSYSXRIS TYSTNICA: Insus Xristus nica. 





DOC 3.1:1a.2 (pl. 15). 


37.1 Nikephoros I (802-3)? 

DO 55.1.4275.— D. 25 mm.. W. 7.61 g. One-quarter missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 42. 

Oby. Bust of the emperor Nikephoros bearded. He is represented wearing a crown and a chlamys 
pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder. He wears his hair long at the sides; the ends are 
curled inward. He holds a cross potent on a base in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. No 
epigraphy. Linear border. 

Rev. Blank. 

The depiction on the seal is very close to the portrait style and iconographic details found on the 
gold coins of Nikephoros I; since there is no inscription, however, we cannot be wholly certain of 


the specimen’s attribution, but the similarity in hair style renders the identification likely. 
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38. NIKEPHOROS I 


38.1 Nikephoros I (802-3)? 

DO 55.1.4285.— D. 39 mm. W. 33.89 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 43. 

Obyv. The Virgin standing, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ on the |. arm. Her 
right leg is bent at the knee. Christ has a nimbus cruciger and holds a scroll in the r. hand. At 
l. and r. invocative monograms reading [O]eotoKxe BonQet. No visible border. 

Rey. Bust of the emperor Nikephoros bearded. He is represented wearing a crown and a chlamys 
pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder, and holding a cross potent on a base in the 
r. hand. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Linear border. 
ASILEYSRO MAIO. 
[Niciforos b]Jasileus Romaio[n]. 
The upper portion of the Virgin’s body is disproportionately longer than the lower part. Christ’s 

body is stiffly frontal and is unusually tall. One wonders if the image of the Virgin is modeled on a 


monumental icon that an artist viewed and copied from ground level. 


39. NIKEPHOROS I AND STAURAKIOS 


Nikephoros promoted his son to the rank of co-emperor in December of 803. On the coin illus- 
trated, a follis, Nikephoros is depicted on the |. bearded and Staurakios on the r. beardless. Each 
wears a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder and a crown with a cross. In cen- 
ter above, a cross. There is no epigraphy. Staurakios succeeded his father in 811, but reigned for 
only a few months (26 July to 2 October 811). He died in January of 812 after being deposed by his 


brother-in-law Michael. There is no known coinage of this emperor. 








DOC 3.1:5.1 (follis; pl. 16). 


39.1 Nikephoros I and Staurakios (803-11)? 

DO 58.106.632.— D. 31 mm.; field: 21 mm. W. 28.20 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 44. 

Oby. Half-length representations of a bearded emperor with mustache at |. and an unbearded em- 
peror with youthful face at r. Each figure is of equal height and wears a crown surmounted by 


a cross and a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder. No symbols of rulership 
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40 NIKEPHOROS I AND STAURAKIOS 


or epigraphy present. In the middle of the upper field, a small cross potent with elongated ends. 

Border of dots. 
Rey. Blank. 

Zacos and Veglery were uncertain about attribution. On the basis of stylistic considerations they 
felt that the specimen could be attributed to one of two joint reigns: (a) Leo IV and Constantine VI 
(776-80); or (b) Nikephoros I and Staurakios (803-11). Zacos and Veglery dismissed the first pos- 
sibility because Leo and Constatntine were regularly shown on their gold and copper coins with rep- 
resentations of their predecessors, Leo III and Constantine V. On their gold coins Nikephoros and 
Staurakios appear with symbols of rulership in their hands, but on an anonymous bronze issue they 
are represented exactly as on our seal. Each is of the same height. A small cross potent with elon- 


gated ends appears in the middle of the upper field. 


39.2 Nikephoros I and Staurakios (803-11) 

Fogg 1642.— D. 25 mm. W. 8.70 g. No channel; the relationship of the reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 
Corroded (obv.). 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 45 (slightly different reading). 

Obv. Bust of the emperor Nikephoros bearded wearing a chlamys pinned on the r. shoulder and a 
crown with a cross, and holding a cross potent in the r. hand and an akakia in the I. hand. Cir- 
cular inscription. Border of dots. 

NICI-FOROSbASILE 
Rev. Bust of Staurakios wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and seemingly hold- 

ing a globus cruciger and an akakia (I. hand). Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

STAVRA-CISOESPO-O 

Niciforos basile(us). 

Stauracis despo(tes) 0. 

Zacos and Veglery have incorrectly read the opening portion of the emperor’s name on the ob- 
verse as NICH. The specimen might be a lead coin of necessity and for this reason we have not cre- 
ated a separate entry. The letter © 1s found as a control mark on gold coins issued in the names of 
Nikephoros and Staurakios. See, for example, DOC 3.1:2b.1. 


40. NIKEPHOROS TAND STAURAKIOS 


40.1 Nikephoros I and Staurakios (803-11) 

DO 58.106.654.— D. 31 mm. W. 18.93 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 46a. For a similar specimen, but not from the same boulloterion, see Likhachev, “Neko- 
torye,” 532, fig. 68. 


Oby. The Virgin standing, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding Christ, who has a nimbus 
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cruciger, on the |. arm. At |. and r., invocative monograms reading [OJeotoKe BonGer. No vis- 

ible border. 
Rev. Cross potent on three steps. Circular inscription. No visible border. 

UNG tetene 6 ASILROTY 

Ocotdxe BonVer 

Nic[ifor(os) (kat) Staur(acios) b]asil(is) Rom(aion). 

Unlike the depiction on Eirene’s seals, Christ does not appear to be holding a scroll. The legend 
on the reverse has been restored according to the reading of a seal in the Athens Museum described 
and illustrated in Zacos—Veglery, no. 46 (b). On our specimen Christ is perched upright on the Vir- 


gin’s arm. On the Athens seal he leans to the right. 


41. STAURAKIOS 


41.1 Nikephoros I and Staurakios (803-11) or (solely) Staurakios (ca. 811) 

DO 55.1.4276.— D. 26 mm; field 18 mm. W. 11.54 g. The specimen is a seal since there 1s a channel for 
suspension. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 47. 

Obv. Bust of the emperor Staurakios beardless wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys pinned 
together with a fibula on the r. shoulder, and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an aka- 
kia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

SC AVRA-CISOESPOO 
Rey. Blank. 

Stauracis despo(tes) @. 

It is not clear if the seal dates from the period of Staurakios’s joint reign with his father or his 
sole reign. The fact that the emperor appears beardless and is identified as despotes suggests that the 
specimen derives from the period 803-11. On the other hand it is possible that time restrictions did 
not allow for a new boulloterion to be cut and that an old one was used, but with the bust of Nike- 


phoros effaced. 


42. LEO V AND CONSTANTINE 


We know of two types of seals from the reign of Leo V and Constantine. One features a representa- 
tion on the obverse of the Virgin holding Christ on the I. arm. On the reverse appears a cross potent 
on steps. See Zacos—Veglery, no. 48. A second type retains the cross potent on steps, but replaces 
the representation of the Virgin with an inscription of five lines. This latter type is published below. 
In December of 813, Leo took as his co-emperor his son Smbat, who adopted the name Constantine 
upon his coronation. They issued aniconic miliaresia inscribed on the obverse with an inscription of 
five lines reading LEON|SCOTSZ ATNI|ZINEECOEY|LASILISRO| MAION: Leon (Kat) Constantine ec 
Oeu basilis Romaion. The reverse is decorated with a cross potent on steps and bears the inscription 


InSUSXRIS TUSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. 
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42 LEO V AND CONSTANTINE 





DOC 3.1:4.1 (unillustrated). 


42.1 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 
DO 58.106.502.— D. 33 mm. W. 22.44 g. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 49a. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. 
No visible border. 
ENOTNOM........... VSTYAGPTYTM 
Rey. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
LEON|SCONSZTATN|.INOSPISZ V|.ASILISRO|AIO. 
En onom[{a(ti) tu patr(os) (Kai) tu y(io)Ju (Kai) tu ag(iu) pn(e)um(atos). 
Leon (kai) Constan[t]inos pisty [bJasilis Ro[mJaio[n]. 


Note that the spelling of pistoi is pisty. 


42.2 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 

DO 55.1.4295.— D. 32 mm. W. 21.44 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 49c (slightly different reading of inscription on obv.). 

Obyv. Cross potent on three steps. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
EN.NO..CYPATP....VSTYAGEP TY TY 

Rey. Inscription of five lines. No visible border. 
LEON|SCONSTAN|ZINOSPISZ.|bASILISRO| MAION 
En [o]no[ma(ti)] tu patr(os) [(«Kai) tu y(io)Ju (Koi) tu agi(u) pn(e)um(atos). 
Leon (Kai) Constantinos pist[y] basilis Romaion. 


42.3 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 

DO 58.106.594.— D. 35 mm. W. 20.59 g. One-third missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 49d. 

Obyv. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Wreath border. 
ENONOMAZT VPATRST........ PT14™M 
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Rey. Inscription of five lines. Wreath border. 
EON|O.STAN|.NOSPISTV|bASILISRO| MAION 
En onoma(ti) tu patr(os) (Kai) t{u y(io)u (Kat) tu ag(iu) or agi(u)] pn(e)um(atos). 


[L]eon [(xai) C]o[n]stan[ti]nos pisty basilis Romaion. 


42.4 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 
DO 58.106.593.— D. 35 mm. W. 23.15 g. Holed and chipped. 
Unpublished. 
Obyv. Cross potent on four steps. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 
esees TUPATR...CYVVSTYAGP TY TM 
Rey. Inscription of five lines. Indeterminate border. 
LEO.|SCONS..N|ZIN....ST V|bASILISR.| MAION 
[En onoma(ti)] tu patr[os (Kai)] tu y(io)u (Kai)] tu ag(iu) pn(e)um(atos). 
Leo[n] (kai) Cons[ta]ntin[os pi]sty basilis R[o]maion. 
Judging from the spacing one has the impression that the circular inscription is separated above 
the cross at the end of the word PATR or that the word PATROS is spelled out in its entirety. We be- 
lieve that the latter is more likely and so have transcribed the inscription as patr[os (Kai)] tu y(io)u 


(Kai)]. 


42.5 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 

DO 58.106.592.— D. 33 mm. W. 17.42 g. One-quarter missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Indeterminate border. 
ETNOTIOMA........ YVVSTYAGPTNYTM 

Rey. Inscription of five lines. Indeterminate border. 
.€0.|.CON....].. NOSPIST V|.ASILISRO|MAION 
En onoma(ti) [tu patr(os) (kai) tlu y(io)u (Kai) tu ag(iu) pn(e)um(atos). 


[L]eo[n (kai)] Con[stanti]nos pisty [b]asilis Romaion. 
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42.6 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 
DO 58.106.586.— D. 31 mm. W. 18.85 g. Corroded and chipped. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Cross potent on steps. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Indeterminate border. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines. Indeterminate border. 
LE..|.CONSZTA.|ZTINOSPIST.|bASILISR.|.AlO. 
[En onoma(ti) tu patr(os) (Kat) tu y(io)u (Kai) tu] ag(iu) p[n(e)um(atos)]. 
Le[on («xai)] Consta[n]tinos pist[y] basilis R[omJaio[n]. 


42.7 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 

DO 58.106.587.— D. 31 mm. W. 18.30 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Cross potent on steps. Partial remains of a circular inscription at r.: VVSZ. Indeterminate 
border. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines (only four visible). No visible border. 
LEOTN|SCONSZA.|ZTINOSPISZ.|bASILISR|....0. 
[En onoma(ti) tu patr(os) (kai) tu] y(io)u (Kat) t{u ag(iu) pn(e)um(atos)}? 
Leon (kai) Consta[n]tinos pist{y] basilis R[omai]o[n]. 


42.8 Leo V and Constantine (813-20) 
DO 58.106.591.— D. 31 mm. W. 9.80 g. Half missing. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Cross potent on steps. Remains of a circular inscription above. No visible border. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines. No visible border. 
LEO|.CONS|ZTINOSP|ASIL| MA... 
[En onoma(ti) tu patr(os) (Kai) tju y[(io)u (Kai) tu ag(iu) pn(e)um(atos)]? 


Leo[n («kai)] Cons[tan]tinos p[isty b]asil[is Ro]mafion]. 


a2 
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43. MICHAEL II 


Michael I, who ruled from 25 December 820 until 2 October 829, took his son Theophilos as a col- 
league in May of 821. The gold coinage of Michael’s sole reign represents him on the obverse en 
buste wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys, and holding a cross potent in the r. hand and an 
akakia in the |. hand. He is identified by a circular inscription: MIX-AHLbASILEs: Miyan basile(us). 
On the reverse he is again shown en buste, but wearing a crown with a cross and a loros and with a 
globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in the |. hand. The circular inscription identifying. 
him reads MXAH-LbASILEYE: Miyanl basileu(s). The € is an officina mark. The officina was a 


subdivision of the Byzantine mint. 





DOC 3.1:1 (pl. 20). 


43.1 Michael IT (820-21) 

Fogg 1644.— D. 26 mm; field 17 mm. W. 11.46 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 50a. 

Oby. Bust of the emperor Michael wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and hold- 
ing across potent on base in the r. hand. Details of the |. hand unclear. Circular inscription. Bor- 
der of dots. 

+ TMX-AHALbAS 

Rev. Blank. 

Miyan| bas(ileus). 


43.2 Michael II (820-21) 

DO 55.1.4279.— D. 23 mm; field 17 mm. W. 12.90 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 50b. 

Obv. Bust of the emperor Michael wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys and hold- 
ing a cross potent in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of 
dots. 

-MIX-AHLbAY 

Rev. Blank. 

Miyan! bas(ileus). 
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44. MICHAEL IT AND THEOPHILOS 


Aniconic silver coins were struck in the names of Michael and Theophilos. The dies were incised 
on the obverse with an inscription of five lines reading +MIXA|HLSOEOFI|LEECOEHY|bASIL- 
ISRO|MAION: Miyanl (Kai) Oeofile ec Geu basilis Romaion. On the reverse appears a cross potent 
on steps with the inscription: |hSYSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. 
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DOC 3.1:6.4. 


44.1 Michael II and Theophilos (821-29) 
DO 55.1.4280.— D. 29 mm. W. 14.10 g. Two holes and a punch mark. The edges of the blank are serrated. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 51a. 
Oby. Cross potent on three steps. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ENONO MC APACR-SCUVVSZTYUAGP TE 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+MIXA|HLSOEOFI|LOSPISZ V|bASILISRO| MAION 
En onom(ati) tu patr(os) («at) tu y(io)u («ai) tu ag(iu) pne(umatos). 
Miyan] (Ka) Qeofilos pisty basilis Romaion. 


Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 17, has published a variant type that features on one side a cross potent on 





steps accompanied by the inscription |hSYSXRIS T4STNICA: Insus Xristus nica; and on the other side 
an inscription of five lines reading, as on their aniconic miliaresion: +MIXA|HLSOEOFIILEECOEY| 
bASILISRO|MAION: Miyanl (Kat) Oeofile ec Oeu basilis Romaion. Seibt dates the specimen to 
824-29. The reading Oeofile is found on no. 44.3, below. 


44.2 Michael IJ and Theophilos (821-29) 
DO 58.106.582.— D. 27 mm. W. 13.85 g. A gouge in the lower field (rev.). 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Cross potent on three steps. The beginning of a circular inscription visible at r.: 





NWO TIO TWAL wicincsisssacecenses No visible border. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. No visible border. 
MIXA.|LSOEOF.|OSPISZ V].ASILISRO|MAION 
[E]n onomat[i tu patr(os) (kai) tu y(io)u (Kai) tu ag(iu) pne(umatos)]? 
Miya[n]l (kai) Oeof[ilJos pisty [bJasilis Romaion. 
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44.3 Michael II and Theophilos (821-29) 

DO 58.106.583.— D. 32 mm. W. 18.12 g. Half of the seal is lost. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Cross potent on steps. Along the circumference above, one discerns the remains of an inscrip- 
tion, of which the only certain letters are ATR. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines (the last line missing). Border of dots. 
+MIXA|ILSOEOFI|LE|b... 
[En onomati tu p]atr(os) [(Kai) tu y(io)u (Kai) tu ag(iu) pne(umatos)]? 


Miyail (Kai) Qeofile [pisty] b[asilis Romaion]. 


45. THEOPHILOS 


On the earliest issues of his gold coins Theophilos is shown on the obverse alone wearing a crown 
with a cross and a loros and holding in the r. hand a globus cruciger and 1n the |. hand a cross scep- 
ter. In sum, the obverse of Grierson’s class | solidus, assigned by him to 829—30/31, looks exactly 
like the seal published below, and indeed the inscription on the seal reads exactly as it does on the 
coin. The reverse of the coin is decorated with a patriarchal cross on steps accompanied by an in- 


scription asking for God’s help. 





DOC 3.1:1a.2 (pl. 22). 


45.1 Theophilos (829-30/31) 

DO 55.1.4281.— D. 23 mm. W. 15.86 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 52. 

Oby. Bust of the emperor Theophilos bearded wearing a crown surmounted with a cross and a loros 
and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross scepter in the |. hand. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 

OE OF..-OSbASILEY 
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Rey. Blank. 
Oeoflillos basileu(s). 
On the obverse it is not possible to discern the globus in the emperor’s r. hand, but one can see 


the cross surmounting it. 


46. THEOPHILOS 


Theophilos issued aniconic silver coins (see Grierson’s class 4 miliaresion, dated ca. 838-40) that 
bear on the obverse the same wording and spacing as the legend that appears on the reverse of the 
seal published below: +O€ OFI|LOSECOEY|PIST OSbA|SILEYSRO|MAION: Oeofilos ec Oeu pistos 
basileus Romaion: “Theophilos, by grace of God, faithful emperor of the Romans.” The cross po- 
tent depicted on the reverse is accompanied by an inscription reading IhSYSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus 


Xristus nica. 





DOC 3.1:11.1 (pl. 23). 


46.1 Theophilos (ca. 838-40) 

DO 55.1.4282.— D. 32 mm. W. 18.44 g. Corroded (obv.) and chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 53. 

Oby. Largely destroyed, but one may reasonably assert that the center was decorated with a cross 
potent on steps, since one can still discern at r. the termination of the central crossbar. Traces of 
a circular inscription at r. No visible border. 
... TUVVSTYA... 

Rey. Inscription of five lines. Border of dots. 
+0....|LOSE.OEY|PIST OSbA|SILEYSR.|MAION 
[En onom(ati) tu patr(os) (Kai)] tu y(io)u (Kai) tu afg(iu) pne(umatos)]? 


O[eofiJlos e[c] Oe(o)u pistos basileus R[o]maion. 
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47. MICHAEL tl 


In Zacos—Veglery, no. 54, the aniconic seals of Michael HI, Theodora, and Thekla are dated 842— 
43. The authors argue that such seals may have been issued before the restoration of the icons on 
11 March 843. But in our opinion such seals simply imitate the decoration of Michael’s aniconic 
miliaresion, specifically Grierson’s class 1, which the editor has assigned to the period 842-56. On 
the obverse appears an inscription of five lines referring to the emperor, his mother Theodora, and 
his sister Thecla: + MIX A|HLOEQDORA|SOECLAECE|bASILISRO|MAION: Miyanl, Oeodora (Kat) 
Oecla ec O(eu) basilis Romaion. On the reverse is found a cross potent on steps and the circular leg- 
end IhSYSXRIS TYSTICA: Insus Xristus nica. 

Michael III was two years old when his father died and accordingly his mother Theodora ruled 


as regent until 856. 


DOC 3.1:5.4 (pl. 28). 


47.1 Michael III, Theodora, and Thekla (842-56) 
DO 55.1.4283.— D. 30 mm. W. 10.31 g. Half missing. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 54a. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Triple border of dots. 
ENON.MAC/-CUPACS. 
Rey. Inscription of five lines. Double border of dots. 
XA|EOOO|OECLA|OEYbAIISROM 
En on[o]mat(i) tu pat(ros) (kat) [tu y(io)u (kai) tu ag(iu) pne(umatos)]? 
[Milya[nl], [O]leodo[ra, (kai)] Oecla [ec] Geu ba[sil]is Rom(aion). 
Note that the obverse and reverse of the seal (just as the coin) is ornamented with a triple bor- 


der of dots. 


47.2 Michael III, Theodora, and Thekla (842-56) 
DO 58.106.605.— D. (?; in excess of 30 mm). W. 7.64 g. More than half missing. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 54b. 
Oby. Cross potent on four steps. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ENONOMAZZ. 
Rev. Inscription of five lines. No visible border. 
JOO|CLAJEY4bAS|SROM 
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En onomat(1) t{u... 
[Miyanl, Geo}do[ra (kai) Oe]cla [(ec) OJeu bas[ili]s Rom(aion). 


48. MICHAEL IIT AND THEODORA 


On iconic coins of Michael [III and Theodora we find Christ on the obverse holding a book in the 
|. hand, accompanied by an identifying inscription reading |hSUSX RISTOS+: Insus Xristos. On 
the reverse are encountered half-length representations of Michael on the |. wearing a crown with a 
cross and a chlamys and Theodora on the r. wearing a crown with two triangular projections and a 
loros. They are identified by a circular legend reading MIX AHLSOE OOORA: Miyanl (Kat) Oeodora. 


Grierson has assigned this class of coins to the years 843 (?)—856. 





DOC 3.1:2.1 (pl. 28). 


48.1 Michael III and Theodora (843?-856) 

DO 55.1.4272.— D. 27 mm. W. 8.84 g. Two halves. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 55b. 

Oby. Bust of the emperor Michael III bearded wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys 
pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. No legible epigraphy 
or border. 

Rev. Bust of Theodora wearing a crown with two triangular projections (only the one at r. is visible) 
and a loros and holding in the |. hand a cross scepter. Traces of a circular inscription at r. No 
visible border. 

Zacos and Veglery believed that on the reverse they could read at r. the letters RAO. In our opin- 


ion no letters can be read with confidence. 
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48.2 Michael III and Theodora (843?-856) 
DO 55.1.4273.— D. 25 mm. W. 10.77 g. Two halves. Die too large for blank. 
Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 55c. 
Obv. Bust of the emperor Michael III bearded wearing a crown and a chlamys pinned with a fibula 
on the r. shoulder, and holding in the r. hand a labarum. No visible epigraphy. Incuse border. 
Rev. Bust of Theodora wearing a loros and a crown and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and 
a cross scepter in the |. hand. No epigraphy visible. Incuse border. 
Zacos—Veglery state that they could discern remains of a circular inscription both on the ob- 
verse and reverse and that the inscription on the reverse contains at r. the letter P. In our opinion any 
circular inscription (on the obv. or the rev.) lies outside the field because the blank was too small to 


accomodate the boulloterion’s dies. 


48.3 Michael III and Theodora (843?-56) 

DO 55.1.4284.— D. 30 mm. W. 7.34 g. Lower half missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 55a (different readings). 

Obv. One can discern the upper body of the emperor Michael III bearded wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross and holding in r. hand a labarum. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
HL-O€ESPO 

Rev. Remains of the head of Theodora adorned with a crown surmounted by two triangular projec- 
tions. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
000-..9€$ 
[Miya]n1 despo|[tis]. 

[Oe]odo[ra] des[pyna]. 

Our transcription of the inscriptions reflects the orthography found on Theophilos’s class 5 gold 
coins (DOC 3.1:5) and Michael III’s class 1 solidi (DOC 3.1:1). 

Zacos and Veglery read the inscription on the obverse as HL-bASRO, but one may be reason- 
ably certain that the initial letter after the name is oO. They read the inscription on the reverse as 
EOOO-RAOE. At 1. one can see only the letters OOO. The letters RA are not visible at r. Ebersolt, 
Sceaux (no. 4) has published a specimen that he has attributed to Michael II] and Theodora. Unfor- 
tunately the side with Michael is badly worn. On the other side (illustrated on pl. VIT) one sees a 
half-length representation of Theodora holding a globus cruciger. There are partial remains of a cir- 


cular inscription at r.: $O€OOO: Oeodof[ra... 
49, MICHAEL III 
After Theodora’s fall from power in 856 Michael appears alone on the reverse of his gold coinage. 


He is depicted wearing a crown with cross and a loros, and holding in the r. hand a labarum with 


cross and in the |. hand an akakia. 
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49.1 Michael III (856-67) 

Fogg 1645.— D. 28 mm. W. 8.79 g. Token; no channel for suspension. Corroded (obv.). The relationship of the 
reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of a half-length representation of Christ. Gestures indistinct. Circular inscription: 
IKSYSXRI-SZ OSTICA: Insus Xristos nica. No visible border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Michael III bearded wearing a crown and a chlamys 
pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. Circular inscription. No visible border. 
MIXAHLbA-SILEYbOM 
Miyanl basileu(s) Bom(aion). 

At the beginning of the last word of the circular inscription on the reverse, the engraver mistak- 
enly carved the letter b in place of the letter R. Christ is depicted with a cross behind the head, but 
in this case there seems to be a nimbus enclosing the head and cross (the ends of the cross do not 
touch the nimbus). 

We note that unlike his representation on gold coins Michael is here shown wearing a chlamys. 


Since the specimen is a token, we have not listed the seal under a separate listing. 





DOC 3.1:3.1 (pl. 28). 


49,2 Michael III (856-67)? 

Fogg 1713.— 25 mm x 20 mm. W. 8.05 g. Holed and cut. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and holding his r. hand in blessing and a 
book in the |. hand. No visible border. 

Rev. Bust of an emperor (Michael III?) wearing a crown and a loros. No legible epigraphy. No vis- 
ible border. 
The specimen has been assigned to the reign of Michael III because the imperial figure repre- 


sented is, as on his gold coins, wearing a loros. 





DOC 3.1:8.4 (follis; pl. 29). See also BNC 2:33/Cp/AE/01-05. 
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49.3 Michael HI (866-67) 

DO 47.2.415.— D. 35 mm, W. 25.94 g. Two halves with loss of metal along the channel. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 56. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded with a cross behind the head, wearing a tunic and 
himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows 
of pellets (two pellets in each row) in the |. hand. Circular inscription: ...4SX-.ISTOS:k: [Ims]us 
X[rjistos. No visible border. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Michael wearing a loros and crown surmounted by a 
cross and holding a labarum in the r. hand. Circular inscription. No visible border. 
MIXA-H.-.MPERbASIL- 

Miyan|[1 i]mper(ator) basil(eus). 
Zacos and Veglery optimistically read the circular inscription on the obverse as IhSYSXIRIIS 

Z OS: Insus Xristos. In their discussion of this specimen they erroneously describe the decoration 

of the labarum as consisting of five pellets (<-!). In fact the ornament is a simple cross composed of 

four pellets. We note that on folles that Grierson assigns to the years 866-67 Michael 1s identified 
as IMPERAT. Grierson (DOC 3.1: p. 456; see also note 17) repeats the argument that the reason 
for the revival of the title was to show that the imperial court was fully acquainted with the Latin 


language. 


50. BASIL I 


In Grierson’s view Constantine became associated with his father Basil between 5 November 867 
and 12 February 868. Basil’s son Leo was crowned on 6 January 870, and his son Alexander in 879. 
See DOC 3.2: pp. 474-75. On gold coins issued during Basil's sole reign the obverse is decorated 
with a representation of Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne. A circular inscription identifies Christ 
as IhSXPSREX-REGNANTIYMS: Ins(us) Xr(isto)s rex regnantium. On the reverse one finds a de- 
piction of the emperor standing to front, wearing a loros and a crown with cross. He holds in the r. 
hand a globus cruciger and in the |. hand an akakia. He is identified by a circular inscription reading 
+bASILIOSECO-E4bASILEYSb*: Basilios ec Oeu basileus b. See the coin below. In contrast Basil 
is depicted on the seal below wearing a chlamys, holding a labarum, and accompanied by a legend 
that identifies him as imperator. Because of these differences we have not included a coin that is di- 


rectly comparable because none exists. 





DOC 3.2:1 (pl. 30). 
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50.1 Basil I (ca. 868) 

DO 58.106.500.— D. 30 mm.; field: 27 mm. W. 16.37 g. Two holes. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 57. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the |. hand. 
He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription, beginning at 9 o’clock: |hSYSX-RISZ OS: 
Insus Xristos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys and 
holding a labarum in the r. hand. Circular inscription, beginning at 11 o’clock. Border of dots. 
bA-SILIMPERA 
Basil(ios) impera(tor). 

In transcribing the emperor’s name we have followed the spelling on Basil’s gold coins. Barnea 
has published a small seal that he believes should be ascribed to Emperor Basil I. He asserts that the 
obverse is decorated with a bust of Basil I. In our opinion the obverse is decorated with a nimbed 
bust of St. Michael. On the other hand one must admit that the inscription of three lines on the re- 
verse seems to read: BaotAeim Seonot(n). See I. Barnea, “Sceaux des empereurs byzantins décou- 
verts en Roumanie,” BuCavtiva 3 (1971): 156, no. 8. 


51. BASIL LAND CONSTANTINE 


On gold coins dating from Basil's joint reign with Constantine Christ is shown seated on a lyre- 
backed throne. As on gold coins of Basil’s sole reign, Christ is accompanied by a circular inscrip- 
tion reading IhSXPSREX-REGNANTIYM:: Ins(us) Xr(isto)s rex regnantiun. On the reverse appear 
half-length representations of Basil I at 1. and Constantine at r. Basil, who is bearded, wears a crown 
with a cross and a loros; a beardless Constantine wears a crown with a cross and a chlamys. The 
two figures, holding between them a patriarchal cross, are identified by a circular inscription reading 
bASILIOSETCONSZ ANZ AYGG@b: Basilios et Constant(inos) aug(usti) b(asilis). 


DOC 3.2:2a1 (solidus; pl. 30). 





DOC 3.2:8a.3 (follis; pl. 30). 
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51.1 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4286.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.79 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 59a. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the |. hand. 
He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: |hS¥SX-RISZ OS:k: Insus Xristos. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum 
ornamented with a cross and streamers. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILIOSbASILEYSSCOTNSZ AT 
Basilios basileus (et) Constan(tinos). 

The labarum, decorated with a cross in center and streamers, is found on folles minted at Con- 
stantinople in the name of Basil I and Constantine and attributed by Grierson to the years 868-70. 
See DOC 3.2:8a.1—8a.4 and the table at BNC 2: p. 538. A further connection with this particular. 
class of follis is that its legend uses for the conjunction between the names of the two sovereigns 
the abbreviation S. Note that most of the seals that follow bear a legend in which the conjunction is 
written out as €T. Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LX XVI, no. 5, has published a specimen on which 


the inscription identifying the co-emperors contains the conjunction CE. 


51.2 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 58.106.572.— D. 29 mm; field 24 mm. W. 15.43 ¢. Two halves, with loss of metal along the channel. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the |. hand. 
He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: |hSYSX-RISZ OS:#: Insus Xristos. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum 
ornamented with an X in center and streamers. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
bASILIOSEZ C.1SZ ANZ- A444 
Basilios et C[o]nstant(inos) aug(usti). 

On Grierson’s class 2 follis (attributed to 868-70) we find the two emperors holding between 
them a labarum decorated with an X in center. See DOC 3.2:9a.1 and following (pl. 31). On one 
variant of this class the legend identifying the emperors employs the term augusti (DOC 3.2:9d.1 


following). 
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51.3 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4287.— D. 27 mm. W. 15.20 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: 
IhSUSX-RISZ OS:: Insus Xristos. No visible border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r., a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented with streamers. Partial re- 
mains of a circular inscription. No visible border. 
woll...E2 .0,.8 A... 4G 
[Bas |il[ios] et [C]o[ns]ta[{nt(Ginos) au]g(usti). 


51.4 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4288.— D. 26 mm. W. 9.18 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book ornamented with at least three rows of pellets in the |. hand. 
He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: ......-RIST OS:+k: [Insus 
X|ristos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at I., a half length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys pinned together with fibula in front. The two figures hold between them a labarum or- 
namented with streamers. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 
+bASILIOS 


Basilios [et Constant(inos) aug(usti)]. 


51.5 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4291.— D. 28 mm; field 22 mm. W. 13.32 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book ornamented with four rows of pellets in the |. hand. He has a 
cross behind his head. No legible epigraphy. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at 1., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constantine. He is shown half- 
length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned together 
with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented with 


a cross in center and streamers. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 
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+bASIL........ SE ATIC, AGS 


Basil[ios et Con]stant(inos) aug(usti). 


51.6 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4292.— D. 23 mm. W. 9.10 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book ornamented with four rows of pellets in the |. hand. He has a 
cross behind his head. Circular inscription: |hS...-RISZ OS*#: Ins[us X]ristos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constantine. He is shown 
half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned with a 
fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented with an X 
in center and streamers. Circular inscription visible at r. Border of dots. 

Cr AVG 
[Basilios et Constan]t(inos) aug(usti). 


The letter Z in the circular inscription on the rev. is deformed and looks more like the letter 9. 


51.7 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4289.— D. 27 mm. W. 7.06 g. Half of seal. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. A bust of Christ (largely missing); one can see only his r. shoulder and the r. transverse bar of 
the cross behind the head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: RISTOS:#: [Insus X]ristos. 
Border of dots. 

Rey. Two figures (only the one at |. visible): a bust of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros. The bust of Constantine 1s lacking, but one can see the top 
portion of the labarum they hold between them. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Border 
of dots. 
+bASILIOSETC 


Basilios et C[onstant(inos) aug(usti)]. 


51.8 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

Fogg 42.— D. 28 mm; field 25 mm. W. 15.88 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the 
|. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: |hSYSX-RISZ OS: Insus Xristos. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wearing a crown surmounted 


by across and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constantine. He is 
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shown half-length wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. The two figures hold 

between them a labarum ornamented with a cross in center and streamers. Circular inscription. 

Border of dots. 

+bASILINSEZ COTSTATNZ AY4. 

Basilius et Constant(inus) aug(usti). 

The figure on the r. (reverse) has been deliberately effaced. The representation has been struck 
repeatedly with a hammer (a damnatio memoriae?). 


Note that Basil’s name ends in 4S. 





51.9 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) _ 
Fogg 1647.— D. 28 mm. W. 10.06 g. f a Nal q 
Unpublished. ue \ ¥ noes ; 
Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- Ey 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the “a, ur Se - 


1. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: IST OS: [Insus 
Xrjistos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constan- 


tine. He is shown wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned together with a 





fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented with a cross 
in center and streamers. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 
bAS.....0C..S0ANC-AYGG 


Bas{[ilios e]t CLon]stant(inos) aug(usti). 


51.10 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

Fogg 1650.— D. 24 mm. W. 4.74 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing a book with a cover decorated with rows of pellets in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his 
head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: 7.S:#: [Insus Xris]t[o]s. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures (only the one at |. visible): a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wear- 
ing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros and holding (with Constantine) a labarum or- 
namented with an X in center and streamers. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Border of 
dots. 
bASI...SETCO 





Basi[lio]s et Co[nstant(inos) aug(usti)]. 
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51.11 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4290.— 22 mm x 16 mm. W. 4.07 g. The specimen is not a seal, but a piece of stamped metal. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. A bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation. He has a cross behind his head. 
Circular inscription: $X-RISZ OS+: [Insu]s Xristos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at l. a bust of the emperor Basil bearded, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross 
and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constantine. He is shown 
wearing a crown surmounted by a cross. They hold between them a labarum ornamented with 
a cross in center and streamers. Circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 
bASILIOSE.....TATT.... 


Basilios e[t Cons]tant(inos) [aug(usti)]. 


51.12 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

Fogg 1646.— D. 30 mm. W. 17.10 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
a book in the |. hand with a cover ornamented with rows of pellets. He has a cross behind his 
head. Circular inscription: IhS4SX-.....$:%: Imsus X[risto]s. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Constan- 
tine. He is shown wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned together with a 
fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented with a cross 
in center and streamers. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
scaucaerannes SE ANCAANGS 


[Basilios et Con]stant(inos) aug(ust1). 


51.13 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

Fogg 1648.— D. 26 mm. W. 11.12 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the 
|. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circular inscription: .hS4S......$-%: [Injsus 
[Xristo]s. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned 
together with a fibula almost in front. The two figures hold between them a labarum ornamented 
with a cross in center and streamers. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 

+ Sonera ANZ/AYGSG 


Ba[silios et Constjant(inos) aug(usti). 
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51 BASIL TAND CONSTANTINE 


51.14 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

Fogg 1649.— 32 mm x 25 mm. W. 16.99 g. No channel. The specimen appears to be fashioned from a piece of 
metal that has been cut along the top and then squeezed between the two dies of a boulloterion. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. 

Remains of a circular inscription at |.: |hS: Ins[us Xristos]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wearing a crown; at r. 
a representation of the emperor Constantine. He 1s shown half-length wearing a crown and a 
chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a 
labarum. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 

AMG. 


|Basilios et Constant(inos)] aug(usti). 


51.15 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 58.106.580.— D. 26 mm. W. 8.03 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with five rows of pellets in the 1. hand. At r. traces 
of a circular inscription, of which the only clear letter is R. No visible border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown surmounted by a 
cross and a loros. He holds with Constantine (not present) a labarum (1. edge visible). Circular 
inscription visible at 1. No visible border, 
+bASILIOS 
We assume that the co-emperor is Constantine, but it could be another of Basil’s sons and so we 


have not filled out the transcription. 


51.16 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 58.106.493.— D. 26 mm, W. 10.03 g. Two halves. Loss of metal along the channel break. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the 
|. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: ..SYS-XRISZ 4S: [In]sus Xristus. 
Border of dots. 

Rey. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown 
surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of the emperor Con- 
stantine. He is shown half-length and beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The two figures hold between them a 
labarum. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 
aes L-CE.ONSTANT ANG 


[Basi]l(ios) ce [C]onstant(inos) aug(usti). 
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. EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


On this specimen Christ’s name terminates in 4S. In the inscription on the reverse Basil’s name 
seems to be abbreviated and the conjunction appearing between the emperors’ names is C€. At the 
end of the inscription there does not seem to be space for a second 4. It is impossible to say what 
decoration appears in the center of the labarum that the two emperors hold. There appear to be no 


streamers hanging down from the labarum. 


51.17 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 55.1.4293.— D. 25 mm. W. 4.33 g. Corroded (rev.). Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. A central bust of Christ is largely absent; one can see only his |. shoulder and at r. the transverse 
bar of the cross behind the head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: 

RISZT OS: [Insus X]ristos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures (only one visible): at 1., a bust of the emperor Basil I bearded, wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross. The bust of Constantine is lacking, but one can see the top portion of the 
labarum they hold between them. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
waiLiGslet 


[Bas]ilios ce C[onstant(inos) aug(usti)]. 


51.18 Basil I and Constantine (869-79) 

DO 58.106.578.— D. 25 mm. W. 10.26 g. Two punch marks; serrated edge. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover ornamented with four rows of pellets in the 
|. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: ..SYS.-RISZ OS: [In]sus [X]ris- 
tos. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I wearing a loros; at r. a 
more diminutive representation of the emperor Constantine. He is shown half-length wearing 
a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. The two figures hold between them a labarum 
ornamented with a cross in center. Circular inscription. No visible border. 
+bASIL-CECOTNSTA.A... 


Basil(ios) ce Consta[n(tinos)] a[ug(usti)]. 
52. BASIL I, LEO, AND CONSTANTINE 


Between 870 and 879, folles were struck depicting on the obverse Emperor Basil flanked by his sons. 
Leo and Constantine. Basil is represented half-length, bearded, and wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros. Leo (at the |.) and Constantine (at the r.) are shown half-length, but smaller. Each is 
beardless, and wears a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. The trio are usually identified 
by a circular inscription reading LEONbASILSCONSZ AYGG@: Leon, Basil(ios) (kai) Const(antinos) 
aug(usti). The aniconic reverse regularly bears an inscription of five lines reading +bASIL| 
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53 LEO VIAND ALEXANDER 


COUST AU|ZTSLEOUEMJOObASILS|ROMEONM: Basil(ios), Constant(inos) (kai) Leon en O(e)o 
basil(ijs Romeon. 

The obverses of the coin illustrated and our tessera are different. On the tessera appears a bust 
of St. Basil. A photo of a coin is reproduced solely for the purpose of demonstrating the relationship 


between coin and tessera in regard to the arrangement of imperial figures and their regalia. 





DOC 3,2:10a.1 (pl. 31). On this specimen the obverse inscription ends in CONSZ /. 


52.1 Basil I, Leo, and Constantine (870-79) 
DO 77.34.96.— D. 22 mm. W. 8.05 g. Tessera; no channel; concave in shape. The relationship of the reverse 
to the obverse is 180 degrees. 
Unpublished. 
Oby. Bust of St. Basil holding his r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. Circular inscription: 
wu. AEIEROHOE!: [‘Ay(te) BaoijAete BonGet. At |. and r. a six-rayed star. No visible border. 
Rev. Three figures: in center a half-length representation of the emperor Basil I (bearded) wearing a 
crown surmounted by a cross and a loros. At |., a bust of Leo wearing a crown surmounted by 
a cross and at |. a bust of Constantine (beardless) wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys. Remains of an inscription at r. No visible border. 
COTSZ-A4NGG 
[Leon, Basilios (kat)] Const(antinos) aug(usti). 
The images on this specimen do not derive from the dies of a boulloterion. The reverse is con- 
cave, indicating that first one side was struck with a punch and then the other. The object may have 


been used as a grain token. 


53. LEO VI AND ALEXANDER 


Leo VI reigned from 29 August 886 until 11 May 912. On coins (for example Grierson’s class 2 
follis) Leo VI and his brother Alexander are shown seated on a double throne holding a labarum 
between them. The labarum is ornamented with an X in center and streamers. Alexander is shown 
as a more diminutive figure holding an akakia in the |. hand. They are identified by a circular in- 
scription reading +_EON-SALEZANGROS: Leon (kat) Alexandros. On the reverse appears an in- 
scription of four lines reading +_EON|SALECAT|GROSLASIL|ROMEOMN: Leon (kai) Alexandros 


basil(is) Romeon. 
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DOC 3.2:6.2 (follis). See also BNC 2:35/X/AE/O1 (pl. 76). 


53.1 Leo VI and Alexander (886-912) 

DO 55.1.4294.— D. 30 mm. W. 20.09 g. Bent. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 60a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover decorated with pellets (a row of two pellets 
above and below and a pellet in the middle) in the 1. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Cir- 
cular inscription, beginning at 8 o’clock: IhSYSXRI-.cYSTICA: Insus Xri[s]tus nica. No visible 
border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. half-length representation of Leo VI bearded wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of Alexander. He is shown half-length wear- 
ing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned with a fibula on the r. shoulder. They 
hold between them a labarum ornamented with an X in center and streamers. Circular inscrip- 
tion, beginning at 9 o’clock. No visible border. 

LEONSAL.... AYG 

Leon (xa) Alfexan(dros)] aug(usti). 

Dr. Ivan Mirnik has kindly made us aware by an e-mail attachment of 26 February 2005 of a 
similar seal found in the village of Podgradina in the valley of Livno (Croatia). We note that the ob- 
verse has been tooled, to the degree that Christ’s head and identifying inscription are virtually re- 
engraved, but the reverse has remained intact. The circular legend on the reverse of the Livno seal 
ends with the letters ANGR-AY@. The seal has recently been published by I. Mirnik, “Two Recent 
Finds of Mediaeval Lead Seals,” Folia Archaeologica Balkanica (Skopje, 2006): 480, fig. 3. 


53.2 Leo VI and Alexander (886-912) 

DO 55.1.4298.— D. 26 mm. W. 11.86 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 60b. For a similar seal, but from a different boulloterion, see Speck, Bleisiegel, 
no. 3. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover decorated with pellets in the |. hand. He 
has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: |hSYSX-RISZ OS:#: Insus Xristos. No visible 
border. 


Rev. Two figures: at |. half-length representation of Leo VI bearded, wearing a crown surmounted by 
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55 ALEXANDER AND CONSTANTINE VII 





across and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of Alexander. He is shown half-length 

wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys pinned with a fibula which is worn al- 

most in front. They hold between them a labarum. Circular inscription. No visible border. 

ECOTSAL...-WAYGG 

[L]eon (kai) Al[exa]n(dros) aug(usti). 

One finds in Athens a specimen bearing a bust of Christ with an inscription reading IhSYSX- 
RISTYS. The word TICA is absent. See Konstantopoulos, no. 278. 


54. LEO VIAND ALEXANDER 


54.1 Leo VI and Alexander (post-886) 

Fogg 1655.— D. 23 mm. W. 7.27 g. No channel. The relationship of the reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 

Unpublished. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Archangel Michael holding a sword in the r. hand and a globus 
cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription: APX.MIXA . . . No visible border. 

Rev. Two figures: a half-length representation of the emperor Leo V1 at |., wearing a crown surmounted 
by across and a chlamys; at r. a more diminutive representation of Alexander. He is shown wear- 
ing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. They hold between them a labarum orna- 
mented with streamers. Circular inscription, beginning at 11 o'clock. No visible border. 
LEONCEA... 

After the letters APX, the inscription on the obverse is uncertain. In his unpublished catalogue 
of the Fogg Collection Laurent suggested AP XITETA. The second alpha is fairly clear; the preceed- 


ing letter is more likely aX thanaT. 
55. ALEXANDER AND CONSTANTINE VII 
None of the coins of Alexander depict or refer to his colleague, Constantine VII. 


55.1 Alexander and Constantine VII (912-13) 

DO 55.1.4296.— D. 30 mm. W. 8.38 g. Half missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 61. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 


the r. hand in blessing and a book with a cover decorated with pellets (two pellets above and 


Be 








I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





below and a pellet in center) in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circu- 
lar inscription at r.: 74YSTICA: [Insus Xris]tus nica. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures (one missing): at |. half-length representation of the emperor Alexander bearded, 
wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros. He and the missing figure hold between 
them a labarum. The beginnings of a circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 

ALEXAT 


56. CONSTANTINE VII AND ZOE 


The seal published below resembles in most aspects of its design Grierson’s class | follis of Constan- 
tinople. They differ in that on the coin Zoe’s crown is surmounted by a cross and her name is spelled 
ZOH. The coin reverse bears an inscription of five lines reading CONS|Z7ANTINO.|CEZOHbA| 
SILISRO|MEON: Constantino(s) ce Zon basilis Romeon. 





DOC 3.2:22.2 (follis, pl. 38). See also the table of coin types appearing in BNC 2: p. 565. 


56.1 Constantine VII and Zoe (914-19) 

Fogg 1652.— D. 32 mm. W. 24.25 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 62b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular 
inscription: .hSYSX-...7 OS:: [I]nsus X[ris]tos. No visible border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. half-length representation of Constantine VII wearing a crown surmounted by 
a cross and a loros; at r. half-length representation of Zoe wearing a crown with a large jewel 
in front, long pendilia, and a tripartite decoration on top. She wears a chlamys pinned together 
with a fibula on the r. shoulder. They hold between them a patriarchal cross. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 

.CON..ANZTSZUHbASIL. 
Con[st]ant(inos) (kai) Zan basil(is) [R(omeon)]. 
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57 CONSTANTINE VII AND ZOE 


56.2 Constantine VII and Zoe (914-19) 

DO 55.1.4297— D. 28 mm. W. 9.53 g. Half of seal missing. 

Unpublished, but a similar specimen is Zacos—Veglery, no. 62c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. He has a cross behind his head. No traces 
of inscription or border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. half-length representation of Constantine VII (missing); and at r. a half-length 
representation of Zoe wearing a crown with a large jewel in front, long pendilia, and a tripar- 
tite decoration on top. She wears a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder and 
holds (with Constantine VII) a long patriarchal cross in the r. hand. Remains of an inscription. 
Border of dots. 

WHbA|SIL’R’ 
[Constant(inos) (Kat) Z]@n basil(is) R(omeon). 


57. CONSTANTINE VII AND ZOE 


57.1 Constantine VII and Zoe (918/19) 

DO 58.106.573.— 26 mm x 22 mm; field 20 mm. W. 8.04 g. Double struck. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 63; and Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 58. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the emperor Constantine VII beardless, wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a trefoil ornament and a loros. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
KONSZTAN-TINOCAVI” 

Rev. Half-length representation of Zoe wearing a crown with pendilia surmounted by three trian- 
gular projections and a loros. Circular inscription. At |. and r. of the figure an indictional date. 
Border of dots. 
+ZWHA.CNVNH 
IN-§ 

Kavstantivoc avy(ovotos). 

Zon d{elonvvn. 

‘lvO(1KtlMv) ¢’. 

As Oikonomides observes, the purpose of this specimen is unclear. It is not a tessera; the 
specimen has a channel. Zacos and Veglery read the inscription on the reverse as Za S€o0n(o01)va. 
This correction is reasonable, but, seeing that (as Oikonomides notes) the specimen is not of a stan- 
dard type, an emendation is not required. Still the dative is probably a mistake. We suspect that the 
die carver had no idea of the correct spelling of the nominative feminine form of déonowz«. For this 


reason we perfer to transcribe the inscription on the reverse in the dative case. 
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58. CONSTANTINE VII AND ZOE 


58.1 Constantine VII and Zoe (914-19) 

DO 58.106.530.— D. 23 mm. W. 4.34 g. One-third missing; no channel. The relationship of the reverse to the 
obverse is 180 degrees. The two specimens presented here and immediately below are similar, but they are 
not from the same boulloterion. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 64b; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 57. Cf. DOC 3.2: p. 533 and n. 37. 

Oby. Bust of the Virgin, nimbate, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding a medallion of Christ 
before her. Circular inscription: ..... ATIAQEOTOKER-. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. a more diminutive bust of Constantine VII beardless, wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross and a chlamys; at r. a larger bust of Zoe wearing a crown surmounted by 
two pinnacles and a cross and a loros. Between them they hold a large ball topped by a long 
cross. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 

CEZWHbROM 

[Yxep]ayia. Geotoxe B(onPer) [Constantino] ce Zw b(asileusi) Rom(aion). 

The final epsilon of the circular inscription on the obverse is deformed. Grierson, DOC 3.2:1, 
and pl. 36, describes as a pattern solidus a coin of very similar design published by A. Veglery and 
G. Zacos, “A Unique Silver Coin of Constantine VII,” Numismatic Circular 64 (1956): 379-80; see 
also p. 472 and “More about the Silver Coin of Constantine VII,’ Numismatic Circular 65 (1957): 
195-96. On the obverse of the coin appears a bust of the Virgin holding before her a medallion of 
Christ and a circular inscription reading + VMEPATIA@EOTOKER : ‘Yrepayia Ocotéxe B(onGe1). 
On the reverse is seen a bust at 1. of Constantine VII wearing a crown with cross and a chlamys. He 
is paired at r. with a bust of Zoe wearing crown with pendilia, pinnacles, and a cross, and loros. They 
hold between them a patriarchal cross on a ball and are accompanied by a circular inscription read- 
ing CONSTANZ CEZWHb ROM: Constant(ino) ce Zw7 b(asileusi) Rom(aion). Grierson attributes 
the coin to the year 914. The coin represents the earliest surviving appearance on coinage of the Vir- 


gin holding a medallion of Christ. 


58.2 Constantine VII and Zoe (914-19) 

DO 58.106.531.— D. 22 mm; field 20 mm. W. 5.00 g. One-third missing; no channel. The relationship of the 
reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 64a; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 57. 

Obyv. Bust of the Virgin, nimbate, wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding a medallion of Christ 
before her. Circular inscription: +VNEPATIAQEOTOKER,. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. a more diminutive bust of Constantine VII beardless, wearing a crown sur- 
mounted by a cross and a chlamys; at r. a larger bust of Zoe wearing a crown surmounted by 
two pinnacles and a cross and a loros. Between them they hold a large ball topped by a long 
cross. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 

COTSE assess ZWHbROM 
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59 ROMANOS I, CHRISTOPHOROS, AND CONSTANTINE VII 


‘Ynepayia OcotdKe B(onVer) Const[antino ce] Zo b(asileusi) Rom(aion). 
One suspects that this specimen and the one immediately above served as tokens for distribu- 


tions of grain and that they were cancelled by the simple act of breaking them. 
59. ROMANOS I, CHRISTOPHOROS, AND CONSTANTINE VII 


Romanos I’s son, Christophoros, was crowned augustus by Constantine VII on 20 May 921; he died 
in 931. The dates adopted below are based upon a novel promulgated in April of 922 in the names of 
Romanos, Constantine, and Christophoros. To the period ca. 930 Grierson has assigned gold coins 
showing the three emperors together. On these coins Christ is shown seated on a lyre-backed throne 
accompanied by the circular inscription IhSXPSREX-REGNANTIYM: Ins(us) Xr(istu)s rex regnan- 
tium. Romanos I| is shown standing in center, wearing a loros and holding a scepter in the r. hand 
and an akakia in the |. hand. He is identified, along with Constatantine to l., and Christophoros to r., 
by a circular inscription reading ROMAN COTNSZ €Z XPISTOF'b'R:: Roman(os), Const(antinos) et 
Xristof(oros) b(asilis) R(omaion). 





DOC 3.2:8.1 (pl. 36). See also BNC 2: p. 562. 


59.1 Romanos I, Christophoros, and Constantine VII (922/24-31) 

DO 55.1.4299.— D. 30 mm. W. 9.38 g. Half missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 66a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded wearing a himation. He has a cross behind his 
head. Circular inscription, beginning at 8 o’clock: +IhS4SX......: Imsus X[ristus]. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. Three figures (Christophoros is missing): in center a half-length representation of Romanos I 
wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a more diminutive representation of 
Constantine VII. He is shown en buste beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 

OF.CECONST bR 


[Romanos, Xrist]of(oros) ce Constant(inos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 
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59.2 Romanos I, Christophoros, and Constantine VII (922/24-31) 

Fogg 1654.— D. 30 mm. W. 8.00 g. Half missing. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 66b. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book 
in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: RISTYS+: 
[Insus X]ristus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures (Constantine is missing): in center half-length representation of Romanos I 
bearded, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; at |. a more diminutive represen- 
tation of Christophoros. He is shown beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Border of dots. 

ROMAT XRISZ OF.C 


Roman(os), Xristof(oros) c[e Constant(inos) b(asilis) R(omaion)?]. 


59.3 Romanos I, Christophoros, and Constantine VII (922/24-31) 

Fogg 21.— D. 29 mm; field 22 mm. W. 15.28 g. Broken along channel with loss of metal (rev.). 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 66c (incorrectly identified as Fogg 104). 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: 
+IhSUSX-RISZ 4S: Insus Xristus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures: in center, a half-length representation of Romanos I bearded, wearing a jew- 
eled crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; at |. a more diminutive representation of Chris- 
tophoros. He is shown wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. At r. is depicted 
Constantine VII, who is represented as slightly smaller than Christophoros. He is shown wear- 
ing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ROMAMN XRISTOF-..CONSZ 


Roman(os), Xristof(oros) [ce] Const(antinos). 


59.4 Romanos I, Christophoros, and Constantine VII (922/24-31) 

DO 58.106.569.— D. 31 mm; field 21 mm. W. 10.49 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Remains of a circu- 
lar inscription at r.:....... -RISTYS:k: [Insus X]ristus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures (Constantine missing): in center, a half-length representation of Romanos I 
bearded, wearing a jeweled crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; at |. a more diminutive: 
representation of Christophoros. He is shown beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross. 
and a chlamys. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

ROMATN XRIST 


Roman(os), Xrist[of(oros) ce Const(antinos)]. 
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61 ROMANOS I AND CONSTANTINE VII 


60. ROMANOS I, CHRISTOPHOROS, AND CONSTANTINE VII 


60.1 Romanos I, Christophoros, and Constantine VII (ca. 929-31) 

DO 58.106.570.— D. 33 mm. W. 17.79 g. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 66d. For a similar specimen see Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.4. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book with a richly ornamented cover in the |. hand. He has a cross 
behind his head; each arm is ornamented with a decoration consisting of three rows of dots sep- 
arated by two lines. Circular inscription: .......-RIS74S+#: [Insus X]ristus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures: in center and foreground, a large half-length representation of the emperor Ro- 
manos I. He is shown bearded and with a square head, wearing a crown and a loros and holding 
a rotulus in the r. hand and a globus in the |. hand. In the background, at |., a more diminutive 
half-length representation of Christophoros. He is depicted wearing a crown surmounted by a 
cross and a chlamys; at r., hidden behind the globus, a bust of Constantine VII, who is shown 
wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ROMATIHXRIST OF -........ TI? 'b Re 
Roman(os), Xristof(oros) [ce Consta]nt(inos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 


Zacos—Veglery and Seibt—Zarnitz describe the object in Romanos I’s hand as an akakia. 
61. ROMANOS I AND CONSTANTINE VII 


On gold coins issued in the joint names of Romanos and Constantine Christ is represented seated on 
a lyre-backed throne. He is identfied by a circular inscription reading |hSXPSREX-REGNANTIYN: 
In(su)s Xr(Ustu)s rex regnantium, On the reverse appear two standing figures: at 1. Constantine VII 
wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys and holding in the r. hand a globus cruciger; and at r. 
Romanos | wearing a loros and holding in the |. hand a globus cruciger. They hold between them 
a long patriarchal cross and are accompanied by a circular inscription: +CONSZ ATNZITIOSCER- 
OMATENXW'b'R': Constantinos ce Roman(os) en X(rist)w b(asilis) R(omaion). They stand on a 


suppedion. 





DOC 3.2:10.2 (pl. 36). 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


61.1 Romanos I and Constantine VII (931-44) 

Fogg 1656.— D. 25 mm. W. 5.92 g. No channel. The relationship of the reverse to the obverse is 180 degrees. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 67 (mistakenly listed in their reference table as no. 65). 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head. Circular inscription: 
+IhSYSX-RISZUS:k: Insus Xristus. 

Rev. Two figures: at ]., a half-length representation of the emperor Romanos I bearded, wearing a 
crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; at r. a half-length representation of Constantine VII, 
wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a chlamys. They hold between them a patriarchal 
cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

ROMATFETCOTNSZ.bASILIR: 

Roman(os) et Const(antinos) basil(is) R(omaion). 

The cover of the book that Christ holds is decorated with a pellet enclosed by a circle. This is 
the same decoration appearing on the gold coin that we illustrate. Zacos and Veglery have rightly 
pointed out that since Christophoros is absent the seal may reasonably be dated to the period after 
his death in 931. The placement on the reverse of our seal of Romanos at |. is the same as on a gold 
coin published in BNC 2: Cp/AV//10 (pl. 77/10), a specimen Morrisson dates to the period 931-44. 
Note also that Grierson (DOC 3.2:9) has published a bronze pattern coin showing Christ en buste 
and identified by the simple inscription IhSY$X-RISZ4S+: Insus Xristus. On the reverse a bust of 
Romanos appears on the |., as on our seal, and a smaller bust of Constantine on the r. Grierson dates 
the specimen ca. 930. 

As Zacos and Veglery note, the specimen is a tessera and may have been used for charitable 


purposes. Cf. Zacos—Veglery, no. 34, where the editors list similar objects from different reigns. 


61.2 Romanos I and Constantine VII (931-44) 

DO 60.125.1729.— D. 29 mm. W. 12.59 g. Holed. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ. He has a cross behind his head; other details indistinct. 
Visible along the circumference at |.:h. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at l. a more diminutive representation of Constantine VII. He is shown half-length, 
beardless, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros. At r. is depicted Romanos I bearded, wear- 
ing a crown with a cross. They appear to hold between them a long (patriarchal?) cross. Re- 
mains of an inscription along the circumference at ]. OM; at r.: Tb:R: 

The absence of Christophoros suggests that this seal was issued either prior to Christophoros’s 


coronation in 921 or after his death in 931. There is no way to be certain. 
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62 ROMANOS I, CONSTANTINE VII, AND STEPHEN 


62. ROMANOS I, CONSTANTINE VII, AND STEPHEN 


62.1 Romanos I, Constantine VII, and Stephen (931-44) 

Fogg 51.— D. 30 mm; field 26 mm. W. 19.00 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 68a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book with a richly ornamented cover in the |. hand. He has a cross 
behind his head; each arm is decorated with a row of pellets between two heavy lines. Circular 
inscription: |hS4USX-RIST4YS #:: Insus Xristus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures: at center, in the foreground, a large, half-length representation of Romanos I; 
he is shown with a long, parted beard, wearing a cross-topped crown with a jeweled band and 
a loros and holding a globus in the r. hand. At |. appears a diminutive bust of Constantine VII 
beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros; and at r. appears a diminutive 
bust of Stephen beardless, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
+ROMATCONSZ ANZ 'CEST 'b'R: 

Roman(os), Constant(inos) ce St(ephanos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 
Stephen was crowned in 924. The absence of Christophoros indicates that the seal dates after 

his death, in 931. 


62.2 Romanos I, Constantine VII, and Stephen (931-44) 

DO 58.106.566.— D. 31 mm. W. 16.14 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 68c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross behind his head; each arm is decorated 
with a heavy line bordered by a row of pellets above and below. Circular inscription: |hSYS X- 
Ri....: Insus Xri[stus]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures (Constantine VII is missing): at center, in the foreground, a large, half-length rep- 
resentation of Romanos I; he is shown with a long, parted beard, wearing a cross-topped crown 
with a jeweled band and a loros. At r. appears a diminutive bust of Stephen beardless wearing a 
crown surmounted by a cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
sich: CON-STAMCEST tb. 


{Roman(os)], Constan(tinos) ce St(ephanos) b[(asilis) R(omaion)]. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


63. CONSTANTINE VII 


A close parallel with the seals published below is the image of the emperor appearing on the reverse 
of a gold coin in BNC 2: pl. 77/11, which Morrisson has assigned to 27 January—6 April 945. The 
portrait on the coin is distinguished by a long face with a flowing beard. The inscription surrounding 
the figure reads COTSTATN Z'AVZ'CRAZ bR:: Constant(inos) aut(o)crat(or) b(asileus) R(omaion). 


63.1 Constantine VII (27 January-6 April 945) 

DO 58.106.574.— D. 31 mm. W. 18.81 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each limb of the 
cross is decorated with a row of three dots. Two letters of a circular inscription visible at r.: Ri: 
[Insus X]ri[stus]. Indeterminate border. 

Rey. Half-length representation of Constantine VII. He is depicted with an oblong face and a long, 
flowing beard. He is shown wearing a crown with simple pendilia, a jeweled band, and a cross. 
He wears a loros and holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Remains of a circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 
wt A CAYCE... 

[Con]sta[n]t(inos) aut(ocrator) b[asil(eus) R(omaion?)]. 
With Constantine VII, Christ now begins to appear on seals with a nimbus cruciger. The globus 
that the emperor holds may be surmounted by a patriarchal cross. The reading of the last part of the 


inscription on the reverse is uncertain. 


63.2 Constantine VII (27 January—6 April 945) 

DO 58.106.575.— D. 32 mm. W. 14.52 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 70b. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each limb of the cross is 
decorated with a row of three dots. Remains of a circular inscription at |.: +Ih$: Ins[us Xristus]. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine VII wearing a crown with simple pendilia, a jeweled 
band and a cross. He wears a loros and holds a globus cruciger surmounted by a patriarchal 
cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+COMNS...-AYZbASI..™ 


Cons[tan(tinos)] aut(ocrator) basi[{l(eus) R(o)|m(aion). 
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65 THEOPHANO 


63.3 Constantine VII (27 January—6 April 945) 

DO 55.1.4300.— D. 30 mm. W. 20.47 g. Bent. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 70d. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each limb of the cross 
is decorated with a row of three dots. At 1. andr. the siglalC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(piotd)c. No vis- 
ible border. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine VII wearing a crown with a jeweled band and double 
pendilia and a loros. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
aiuaae TRFAVEOURAZS: 

[Consta]n(tinos) autocrat(or). 


This is the first instance on imperial seals in which Christ is identified by the siglaiC-XC. 


64. CONSTANTINE VII 


64.1 Constantine VII (945-59) 

DO 58.106.533.— D. 33 mm. W. 9.27 g. Half of seal missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a 
book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each limb of the cross is decorated with a row of 
three dots above and below a solid line. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: ST74S:#: [Insus 
Xri]stus. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine VII wearing a crown with a jeweled band and cross 
and a loros and holding a globus cruciger surmounted by a (patriarchal?) cross. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 

CONSZATNCE! 
Constanti[n(os) autocrat(or) basil(eus) R(o)m(aion)?] 
The emperor's face seems to be much rounder than on the seals published immediately above. 


One does not see a long beard. Accordingly we have assigned this seal a general date. 
65. THEOPHANO 


Theophano was the wife of Romanos II (959-63) and of Nikephoros II (963-69). Romanos II left 
two sons, Basil I] and Constantine VIII. During Theophano’s brief regency they were nominal em- 
perors; during the reign of Nikephoros II they were colleagues. This relationship can be visually ap- 
preciated by examining histamena of the period 963-69. The emperor is represented with Basil II; 
they hold between them a patriarchal cross (see DOC 3.2:1.1—2.4). 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


65.1 Theophano (959-69) 

DO 55.1.4301.— D. 27 mm; field 21 mm. W. 11.53 g. Cracked. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 72a. For a similar specimen, but from a different boulloterion, see Zacos—Veglery, 
no. 72b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of the Virgin orans wearing a chiton and maphorion. Circular in- 
scription: +O€.-T.K.: Oe[o]t[o]K(oc). Border of dots. 

Rey, Half-length representation of the empress Theophano wearing a crown with a cross and jew- 
eled band decorated along the upper edge with globules. She is dressed in a loros and holds in 
the r. hand a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament and in the |. hand a scepter. Circular in- 
scription. Border of dots. 

QOEOFA-TIOYAUT SST 

Oeofanou auyoust(a). 

Zacos and Veglery point out that, although this seal may date to any year between 959 and 969, 
it most likely was struck during her regency (March—August 963). They note that the globus with 
trefoil ornament that Theophano holds is to be seen on a seal that they publish of the joint reign of 
Constantine VII and Romanos II (945-59). See Zacos—Veglery, no. 71. We add that on bronze coins 
of Nikephoros II the emperor is shown holding a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament (see DOC 
3.2:7.1-7.16). 

It is interesting to note that on our seal the Virgin’s depiction is unaccompanied by the sigla 
MP-OV. Grierson (DOC 3.2: p. 579) asserts that a (lost) follis struck in the sole name of Theophano 
is a forgery. The specimen is decorated on the obverse with a depiction en buste of an orant Virgin. 
On the reverse is represented Theophano en buste holding a scepter. She is acccompanied by an in- 
scription reading 9€OF A-NOYAUY: Oeofanou auy(ousta). In Grierson’s opinion “it would be con- 
trary to precedent for an empress to strike coins in her own name alone, without reference to her col- 


leagues.” Perhaps, but our seal is genuine. 


66. JOHN I 


John I Tzimiskes reigned from 969 to 76. After his assasination of Nikephoros I, he sent Theophano 
into exile and married Theodora, a daughter of Constantine VI. His gold coins feature a half-length 
representation of Christ on the obverse and on the reverse half-length representations of the emperor 
and the Virgin. Christ is identified by a circular inscription reading +IhSXRSREXREGNANTINM: 


Ins(us) Xr(istu)s rex regnanti<u>m. The Virgin touches the emperor’s crown with the right hand. 





DOC 3.2:3.7 (pl. 42). See also BNC 2:40/Cp/AV/05 (pl. 80, AV/05). 


66 JOHNI 


The emperor may hold in the |. hand various objects; on the coin illustrated here he holds a patriar- 
chal cross. Above his head appears the manus Dei. Along the circumference is an invocation reading 


on the coin illustrated +O€COTOC bOHOIWOESP: Ceotoc(e) bonB(er) To(cavvn) desp(oti). 


66.1 John I (969-76) 

DO 58.106.643.— D. 24 mm; field 20 mm. W. 4.11 g. Encrusted. The relationship of the reverse to the obverse 
is 180 degrees. No channel for suspension. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 74a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus (cruciger?). Circular inscription: 
+IhSXRSREXREGNANTIhM: In(su)s Xr(istu)s rex regnanti<u>m. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at 1. a half-length representation of John I bearded, wearing a cross-topped crown 
and a loros and holding a long patriarchal cross in the |. hand. At r., a half-length and frontal 
representation of the Virgin lifting her r. arm and blessing the emperor by setting her hand on 
his crown. Above the head of the emperor is the manus Dei; above the head of the Virgin ap- 
pears the siglum MO: M(jtnp) O(eod). Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
-EQOTOC-bOHOIVOES 
[O]eotoc(e) bonO(e1) la(avvn) des(poti). 


This specimen, and the one following, may be a tessera. 


66.2 John I (969-76) 

DO 58.106.642.— D, 22 mm; field 20 mm. W. 5.95 g. The relationship of the reverse to the obverse is 180 de- 
grees. No channel for suspension. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 74b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. Circular inscription: +|hSXxRSREXREGNANTIhM: Ins(us) 
Xr(istu)s rex regnanti<u>m. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |. a half-length representation of John I bearded, wearing a cross-topped crown 
and a loros. At r., a half-length and frontal representation of the Virgin lifting the r. arm and 
blessing the emperor by setting her hand on his crown. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
-EOTOC-.....0QESP 
[O]eotoc(e) [bon8(er) ‘T]@(avvn) desp(oti). 


It is not possible to be certain if the manus Dei appears on the reverse. 
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[ EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


67. JOHN I 


67.1 John I (969-76) 

DO 55.1.4316.— D. 31 mm; field 23 mm. W. 19.44 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 73 (with a slightly different reading). 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each limb of the cross is 
decorated with a row of two dots. At l. and r.: |C-XC: I(qo0d)¢ X(pt6t6)c. Circular inscription: 
+IhSXRSREXREGNANTIVT: Ins(us) Xr(istu)s rex regnantium. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of John I bearded wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a 
chlamys. He holds in the r. hand a globus surmounted by a patriarchal cross and seemingly in 
the |. hand a small cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+IVANNENXVAVTOKATROM 
‘lm&nn(j¢) én X(piot)@ adtoK<p>&t(p) ‘Pom(atov). 

The first portion of the circular inscription on the reverse cannot be read with any confidence. 

We have suggested that the seal was struck in John’s name by default. There are too many letters for 

Romanos’s name and it is impossible to read Nikephoros’s. A further consideration is that the seal 

is similar to a specimen on which its editor, Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXXVI, no. 10, believed 

that he could read the name John. Zacos and Veglery have correctly noted that the combination on 
the obverse of the inscription Ins(us) Xr(istu)s rex regnantium with the sigla I(qo0d)¢ X(piotd)c is 


unusual. 
68. BASIL I 


Basil II reigned from 976 to 1025. His colleague, Constantine VIII, is regularly portrayed with him 
on gold coins. On the specimen chosen for illustration the obverse of the coin features a bust of 
Christ accompanied by a circular legend reading +/hSAI'RE XREGNANTINM: Ins(us) <X>(r)i(stus) 
rex regnanti<u>m. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm of the cross is decorated with one pellet. On 
the reverse appear two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown 
with cross and a loros, and at r. a half-length depiction of Constantine VIII wearing a crown with 


cross and a chlamys. They hold between them a patriarchal cross. Along the circumference runs an 





DOC 3.2:2b (pl. 43). 
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68 BASIL II 


inscription reading bASIL'‘C‘CONSZT ATT Ib'R:: Basil(ios) c(e) Constanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 
There is no coin that directly compares with the first series of seals presented below. On these seals 
Basil II appears alone and with the appellation “autocrator.” We have chosen to present a gold coin 
with the entry below in order to make the point that seal designs are occasionally at odds with the 


decoration of their numismatic counterparts. 


68.1 Basil II (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4302.— D. 27 mm. W. 20.08 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 75a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. At I. and r.: |C-XC: 
‘I(no000d)¢ X(ptot0)c¢. Circular inscription: +E€MMA-NOVHA: ‘EupavovnA. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and 
jeweled band and a loros. He holds in the r. hand a globus surmounted by a patriarchal cross and 
an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILI-AVTOCRAT Rs 
Basili(os) autocrat(o)r. 

Each arm of the cross behind Christ’s head seems to be decorated with two dots. The suspen- 
sion sign after the second R (circular inscription, reverse) is unnecessary—unless the engraver had 
in mind an (understood) invocative inscription. It is possible that the legend on the reverse should 
be transcribed: Basili(os) autocrat(or) R(omaion). We note that on coins struck in the name of Basil 
and Constantine (as well as on seals; see below) the word “Romaion” is usually preceded by the 
title “basileus.” A similar situation is found on the seal published in Zacos—Veglery, no. 75d; on this 
specimen the legend reads: Basil(ios) autocrator ba(sileus) R(omaion). Again we find “Romaion” 
preceded by “basileus.” 

Six seals of Basil II have been found during excavations in Preslav. See Jordanov, Preslav, 
nos. 2-7. 

It is not obvious why Constantine’s portrait is absent from this group of imperial seals. We can 
only suggest that in the years after 989, when Bardas Phokas had died and Basil II assumed control 
of the empire’s affairs, he elected to show through his seals that his brother had been shunted aside 
and that he was in effect sole ruler. Seibt has postulated that the seal type depicting Basil alone ap- 
peared in the 990s, but may have remained in use throughout the reign of Basil and Constantine. See 
Seibt, Bleisiegel, 87. 

In some cases Basil’s globus cruciger is surmounted by a patriarchal cross and in others by a 
simple cross. Another difference arises with regard to the decoration of the arms of Christ’s cross 


nimbus. Sometimes it consists of a row of two dots and in other instances it is more elaborate. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


68.2 Basil II (976-1025) 
DO 55.1.4303.— D. 27 mm. W. 21.61 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm seems to be deco- 
rated with two dots. At |. and r.: |C-XC: “I(yo0b)¢ X(pi6td)c¢. Circular inscription: +€MMA- 
N....: Euuov[ovona]. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and 
jeweled band and a loros. He holds in the r. hand a globus surmounted by a (patriarchal?) cross 
and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILI!-AVTOCRAT RF: 

Basili(os) autocrat(o)r. 
As noted above, the suspension sign after the second R (circular inscription, reverse) is unnec- 
essary—unless the engraver had in mind an (understood) invocative inscription. This specimen and 


the one above are possibly from the same boulloterion. 


68.3 Basil IT (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4304.— D. 29 mm. W. 19.40 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 75b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book decorated with a row of four pellets along the upper 
border. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains an ornament consisting of two pellets. At 1. 
and r.:IC-XC: "I(nood)¢ X(pioto0)c. Circular inscription: +E€MMA-NOVHA: ‘Euuavovna. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II wearing a crown with a cross and jeweled 
band and a loros. He holds in the r. hand a globus surmounted by a (patriarchal or simple) cross 
and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

-bASIL'-AYZ CRAZR 
Basil(ios) aut(o)crat(o)r. 
On the first two seals the empeor’s face is long and thin. On this specimen the face is more 

square and fleshy, as on 68.4, 68.8, and 68.9. 


68.4 Basil II (976-1025) 

DO 58.106.604.— D. 30 mm. W. 20.30 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 75c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book 
in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pel- 
lets (72). At r. the letter X: [I(q600)c¢] X(piot0)[c]. Traces of a circular inscription at r.: NO...: 
[Euua|vo[vnA]. Indeterminate border. 


Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II wearing a crown with a cross, pendilia and 
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a jeweled band and a loros. He holds an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border 

of dots. 

SIL AYC... 

[Ba]sil(ios) aut(o)c[rator] or aut(o)c[rat(o)r]. 

Christ is shown with side hair that is combed out and full at the bottom. His face is more square 
than on the seal following. One can see quite clearly on this specimen pendilia falling from the em- 


peror’s crown. 


68.5 Basil II (976-1025) 
DO 77.34.94.— D. 35 mm. W. 17.91 g. One-third missing at top. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing. He has a simple nimbus. At I. and r.: |C-XC: I(noob)¢ X(ptotd)c¢. Remains of 





a circular inscription at r.: HA: [Eupavov]na. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II wearing a loros and holding in the r. hand a 
globus surmounted by a patriarchal cross. Remains of a circular inscripion at |. and r. Border 
of dots. 
ee TOKPAT® 
... tokrat(or) 





68.6 Basil IT (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4305.— D. 29 mm. W. 17.70 g. Chipped at top. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book 
in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm seems to be decorated with two dots. At 1. 
and r.: ..-XC: ['I(nood)c] X(ptotd)c. Circular inscription: .....-NOVHA: [Euuwa|vovunA. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II wearing a crown with jeweled band and a 
loros. He holds in the r. hand a globus surmounted by a simple cross. Traces of a circular in- 
scription at r. Border of dots. 
+bA 
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68.7 Basil IT (976-1025) 
DO 55.1.4306.— D. 30 mm. W. 16.29 mm. Bent. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book 
in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r.: .C-X€: ['I(no00)|¢ X(ptotd)c. Border of 
dots. 

Rey, Half-length representation of the emperor Basil II wearing a loros. He holds in the r. hand a 
globus surmounted by a simple cross and an akakia in the |. hand. Traces of a circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
+bASIL-..2C.... 

Basil(ios) [au]t(o)c[rat(o)r]. 


68.8 Basil IT (976-1025) 
DO 58.106.599.— D. 30 mm. W. 19.91 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (*<). At L.: IC-: ‘I(nood)c¢ [X(pi6t6)c]. Circular inscription vis- 
ible at l.: +EMMA: Eupo[vovnA]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Basil II wearing a crown with pendilia and a loros. He holds a 
globus surmounted by a simple cross in the r. hand and an akakia in the 1. hand. Portion of a cir- 
cular inscription visible at |. Border of dots. 

CRAZ, 


[Basil(ios) aut(o)|crat(or)? 


68.9 Basil IT (976-1025) 
DO 58.106.584.— D. 29 mm. W. 19.18 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration of two dots. At 1. and r.: IC-XC: I(nood)c X(pt0t6)c. Circular inscription visible at r.: 
-NOVHA: [’Eupa}vovna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Basil II wearing a crown with pendilia and a loros. He holds a 
globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Portion of a circular inscription vis- 
ible at r. and 1. Border of dots. 
+bA.......CRAZ, 

Ba[sil(ios) auto]|crat(or)? 


The cross on top of the emperor’s globus is decorated with small globules. 
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68.10 Basil II (976-1025) 

DO 58.106.585.— D. 29 mm; field 23 mm. W. 18.08 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 


r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 





decoration of two dots. Circular inscription visible : +€MMA-NOVHA: Euuavovna. Border of 
dots. | 

Rev. Half-length representation of Basil II wearing a cross-topped crown with pendilia and a loros. 
He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Portion of a circular in- 
scription visible at r. and |. Border of dots. 
+bASIL.....CRAZ. 
Basil(ios) [auto]crat(or). 


On the obverse there is no indication at 1. and r. of IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(pi0td)c. 
69. BASIL IT AND CONSTANTINE VIII 


69.1 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4307.— D. 26 mm. W. 19.69 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 76a (with references to older literature). For similar specimens see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 
18, Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.5, and Seyrig, no. 6. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (32). At l. and r.: iC-XC: I(yo00)¢ X(p10t6)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: +€MMA-N.VHA: ‘Eupav[o]ona. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown surmounted 


by across with pendilia and dressed in a loros; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He 





is shown half-length wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys pinned together 
with a fibula on the r. shoulder. The emperors hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Cir- 
cular inscription. Border of dots. 

+bA....CONSZ ATC IbR 


Ba[sil(ios) c(e)] Constanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 


69.2 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

Fogg 1657.— D. 29 mm. W. 23.07 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (:-!). At l. and r.: |C-XC: ‘I(no0b)¢ X(ptotd6)¢. Remains of a cir- 
cular inscription at r.: NOVHA: ["Eupojvovna. Border of dots. 


Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
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and pendilia; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length wearing a 
crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. shoulder. 
They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
bASIL.COTISCATNZIbR 

Basil(ios) [c(e)] Constanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 

On no. 69.1, above, Basil’s jaw is square; on the present specimen Basil is shown with a long, 


narrow face. 


69.3 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

Fogg 1658.— D. 29 mm. W. 22.63 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ with a broad forehead and bearded. He wears a tunic and 
himation and holds the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; 
each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (#1). At 1. and r.: IC-XC: “I(qood)¢ 
X(piot6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription visible at r.: ....NOV..: [Eupo)]vov[nA]. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil Il bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros; at r. a representation of Constantine VII. He is shown half-length wearing a crown 
with a cross and a chlamys. They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
ie CCOMSC ATIC IbR 
[Basil(ios)] c(e) Constanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 

Christ’s broad forehead contrasts with the more triangular rendition of the head found on 69.2. 


One can see that Constantine VIII is wearing a fibula on the r. shoulder. 


69.4 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

Fogg 1660.— D. 30 mm. W. 9.47 g. One-third missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of five pellets (‘-!). The cross is unusually large in relation to the dimen- 
sions of Christ’s face. Visible at r.: XC: ["I(qo00)¢] X(ptot6)c¢. Remains of a circular inscription 
at r.: NO: [’Eupa}vo[vnA]. No visible border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded with a long, triangular face. 


He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia and a loros; at r. a representation of Constantine 
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VIII. He is shown half-length with a face that is heavier and less pinched than that of his com- 
panion. He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia. They hold between them a long patriarchal 
cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

+bASILCCOTSZA..... 

Basil(ios) c(e) Consta[nti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)|. 


69.5 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4308.— D. 28 mm. W. 22.85 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 76b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (22). At 1. and r.: C-XC: [‘I(qo0d)]¢ X(pi0t6)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion visible at r.: NOVHA: ['Eupa}vovt). Border of dots. 

Rey. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil IT bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia and a loros; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length 
wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the 
r. shoulder. They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of 
dots. 
+bASILCCOT....... 


Basil(ios) c(e) Con[stanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)]. 


69.6 Basil If and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4309.— D. 29 mm. W. 15.16 g. Chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded holding the r. hand in blessing. He has a cruciger 
nimbus; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (*°). Visible at L.: IC: I(nood)c 
[X(ptotd)¢c]. Remains of a circular inscription at l.: +€MMAN: “Eupov[ovnA]. Indeterminate 
border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a loros; and at r. a 
representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length with a heavy face and bulging eyes. 
He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys pinned together with a fibula on the r. 
shoulder. They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
erry CAT IbR 
[Basil(ios) c(e) Cons]tanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 
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69.7 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

Fogg 1659.— D. 31 mm. W. 14.49 g. Of concave shape due to a strike in center with a punch. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration 
consisting of a row of two pellets. Circular inscription: EMM..-OVHA: ‘Euufavlouna. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross; 
and at r. a half-length representation of Constantine VIII wearing a crown with a cross. They 
hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASIL..ONSZTATNZIbR 


Basil(ios) [c(e) C]onstanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion). 


69.8 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 47.2.349.— 29 mm x 31 mm. W. 14.84 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus 
cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of two pellets. No sigla visible. Remains of 
a circular inscription visible at r.: NOVHA: [Eupo)|vounA. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia and a loros; and at r. the faint outline of a half-length representation of Constantine 
VIII. They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILCCOTS....... 


Basil(ios) c(e) Cons[tanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)]. 


69.9 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4311.— D. 29 mm. W. 8.09 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book 
in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of a row of 
two pellets. The dimensions of the representation are unusually large; Christ’s face and body 
fill most of the field. Visible at r.: XC: ['I(qyo006)¢] X(p16t6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription 
at r.: HA: [Eupoavov]na. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures (only one visible): at 1., a half-length representation of Basil Il bearded, wearing a 
crown with a cross and pendilia and a loros. He holds with the missing figure at r. a long patri- 
archal cross. No epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 
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69.10 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 58.106.571.— D. 33 mm. W. 16.59 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Very faint half-length representation of Christ. One can discern the r. arm of a nimbus cruciger 
decorated with a row of two pellets. No epigraphy or border visible. 

Rey. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia; and at r. a half-length representation of Constantine VIII wearing a crown with a 
cross and pendilia. They hold between them a long patriarchal cross. Circular inscription. Bor- 
der of dots. 

A.ILC.ONSZA..... 
{Bja[s]il(ios) c(e) [C]onsta[nti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)]. 


69.11 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 58.106.577.— D. 33 mm. W. 17.18 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation. He has a nimbus 
cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of a row of two pellets. No epigraphy vis- 
ible. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at I., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia and a loros; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length 
wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys. They hold between them a long pa- 
triarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILCCOTNST...... 


Basil(ios) c(e) Const[anti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)]. 


69.12 Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 58.106.579.— D. 33 mm. W. 4.60 g. Corroded. Counterstamped? 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book in the 
|. hand. Visible at 1.: MA. Border of dots. Christ has a nimbus cruciger; each crossarm is deco- 
rated with two pellets. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia and a loros; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length 
wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys. They hold between them a long pa- 
triarchal cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASIL'CCOTS....... 

Basil(ios) c(e) Cons[tanti(nos) b(asilis) R(omaion)}. 
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On the obverse, at 9 o’clock, one distinctly sees the letter S, as on the following specimen. One 
wonders if the letter relates to a particular stock of lead blanks. Nos. 69.12 and 69.13 are not, how- 
ever, from the same boulloterion. 

Constantine VIII is almost of equal size with Basil. Cf. Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXXVI, no. 
12, for a seal on which one sees in the circular inscription on the reverse the use of the abbreviation 


c(e) and a depiction of Constantine as virtually the same height as Basil. 


69.13 Basil Il and Constantine VIII (976-1025) 

DO 55.1.4310.— D. 33 mm. W. 16.78 g. Counterstamped? 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decora- 
tion consisting of a row of two pellets. At I. and r.: |C-XC: I(ya00)¢ X(pi6t6)c. Remains of a 
circular inscription at r.: NOVHA: [’Eupa}vovnA. At 9 o’clock the letter S. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., a half-length representation of Basil II bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros; and at r. a representation of Constantine VIII. He is shown half-length wearing a 
crown with a cross and pendilia and a chlamys. They hold between them a long patriarchal 
cross. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+bASILCCOTSTATNT Ib 
Basil(ios) c(e) Constanti(nos) b(asilis). 


70. ROMANOS II 


Constantine VIII died on 12 November 1028, and was succeeded by Romanos III Argyros, who 
reigned until April of 1034. On nomismata Romanos III is represented in a scene in which the Vir- 
gin and emperor are standing together, the Virgin placing her r. hand on the emperor’s crown. The 


emperor wears a loros and a crown with a cross; he holds a globus cruciger in the |. hand. The 





DOC 3.2:2.1 (pl. 57). See also BNC 2:43/Cp/AV/08 (pl. 84). 
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scene is accompanied by a circular inscription reading OCEbOHO:-RUTMMATU: O(e0td)ce bonO(er) 
Roman@. The obverse is decorated with a depiction of Christ seated on a backless throne, hold- 
ing a book. He is identified by a circular inscription reading +|hSXISREXREGNANTIh: In(su)s 
X(r)i(stu)s rex regnantium. 

On tetartera Romanos is shown alone en buste, holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a 
labarum in the |. hand. The obverse features a bust of the Virgin Nikopoios holding a medallion of 
Christ before her. She is accompanied by a circular legend: +OK €-ROHO: O(e0td)Ke BonO(er). The 
legend identifying the emperor reads: POMAN'-AECNOT: ‘Papav(@) deonot(n). 

Zacos and Veglery have published DO 58.106.540 as a seal of Romanos III. We have assigned 


it to Constantine X; see no. 79.1 


70.1 Romanos III (1028-34) 

DO 55.1.4314.— D. 32 mm; field 24 mm. W. 29.34 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 77c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration 
consisting of five pellets (3). At I. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(qood)¢ X(pt0t6)c¢. Circular inscription: 
EMMA-NOVHA: Euucvovna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Romanos III wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a 
loros. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a long cross in the 1. hand. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
+RUM.-TIOSAYZ OCRAC 
Reom|[a]nos autocrat(or). 

We note that beginning with the seals of Romanos III we regularly find a nimbus cruciger with 
flared ends. The nomisma illustrated with this entry bears a depiction of Christ enthroned, but the 
arms of the cross within his nimbus are straight. 


70.2 Romanos ITT (1028-34) 

DO 55.1.4315.— D. 33 mm; field 23 mm. W. 24.78 g. Gouge (obv.). 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 77a. 

Obv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a 
book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of 
five pellets (2). Atl. and r.: IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptotd)c. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: 
.«-NOVHA: PEupa)|vovuna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Romanos III wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a 
loros. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross decorated with a pellet at each end 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+RUMANOS-ANZOCRA. 

Ramanos autocra[t(or)]. 


Romanos’s facial features are here less refined than on the tetarteron illustrated. 


117 














I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


70.3 Romanos IIT (1028-34) 

Fogg 1662.— D. 35 mm. W. 29.83 g. Gouge (obv.). 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a cross nimbus; each arm contains a decora- 
tion consisting of five pellets (<1). At |. and r.:1C-XC: I(qood)¢ X(p16t6)c. Circular inscription: 
...A-NOVHA: [EuulovounA. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Romanos III wearing a crown with a cross with pendilia and a 
loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and a cross decorated with a pellet at each end 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+RUMATNOS-A.COCRAT 


R@manos alu]tocrat(or). 


70.4 Romanos IIT (1028-34) 

Fogg 1663.— D. 33 mm. W. 28.02 g. Corroded (rev.). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (32). At l. and r.: .C-XC: [’I(n000)]¢ X(ptotd)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: ...A-NOVHA: [’Eup|avovunA. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Romanos III wearing a crown and a loros and holding a globus 
cruciger in the r. hand and a cross decorated with a pellet at each end in the |. hand. Circular in- 
scription. Border of dots. 
+RGO)Ti....-...OCR.. 

Rawm|[anos aut]ocr[at(or)]. 
Romanos holds the globus cruciger at shoulder level, the same height that appears on our no. 

70.1 and on his tetartera. 


70.5 Romanos IIT (1028-34) 

DO 58.106.540.— D. 31 mm. W. 16.62 g. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 77b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in the 
1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (*-:). 
Atl. and r.: ..-XC: ['I(no0d)¢] X(ptot6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: ....-NOVHA: 
[Euuc|vovuna. Border of dots. 

Rev. A half-length representation of Emperor Constantine X bearded, wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros. He seems to hold a globus in the r. hand and a long cross 1n the |. hand. Circular in- 


scription visible at 1. Border of dots. 


Ra@m|[anos autocrat(or)]. 
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71. ROMANOS III 


71.1 Romanos III (1028-34) 

Fogg 1664.— D. 35 mm; field 24 mm. W. 27.57 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (::). At J. and r.: IC-XC: I(qa00)¢ X(ptot6)¢. Circular inscrip- 
tion: ... A-NOVHA: [’Eupjavovunyr. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Romanos III wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a 
loros. He holds a labarum with an imperial portrait in center in the r. hand and a globus sur- 
mounted by a patriarchal cross in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

UW MATIOS-AYZ OCRA. 


|R]@manos autocra|t(or)]. 


72. MICHAEL IV 


In April of 1034 Romanos III was murdered by Michael IV the Paphlagonian. On gold coins 
minted in Constantinople Michael's image is much the same as on his seals. On the nomisma 
histamenon the emperor is represented holding a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in 
the |. hand. Above, at |., appears the manus Dei. He is identified by a circular inscription reading 
+MIXAHLEASILEYSR TM: Miyanl basileus R(o)m(aion). 





DOC 3.2:1b.5 (pl. 57). See also BNC 2:44/Cp/AV/01—04 (pl. 84). 


72.1 Michael IV (1034-41) 

DO 58.106.525.— D. 34 mm. W. 25.55 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 78. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book. He has 
a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (‘-). Visible at |. 


der of dots. 
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Rev. Half-length representation of Michael IV wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a 
loros. He is shown holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and an akakia in the 1. hand. Circu- 
lar inscription. Border of dots. 

AXAHLbA-SIL.YSR™ 
[MJivoanl basilfeJus R(o)m(aion). 


Michael’s visage is very similar to its depiction on coins. 


72.2 Michael [IV (1034-41) 
Fogg 2779.— D. 32 mm. W. 19.26g. Corroded. Hole (rev.). 
Unpublished. 
Oby. Faint outline of a half-length representation of Christ bearded. No epigraphy or border visible. 
Rev. Half-length representation of Michael IV wearing a crown with a cross and a loros. He holds 
in the r. hand a globus (not visible) surmounted by a cross. Remains of a circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 
TMIXAHABA.....06 
MiyanA ba[sileus R(o)m(aion)]. 


Michael’s name on the reverse is spelled with a Greek A, not a Latin L. 


73. CONSTANTINE IX 


Constantine VIII 1s depicted on his gold coins with a long, sometimes divided, beard. In contrast, 
Constantine IX, a member of the Monomachos family, a former civil official who had risen through 
marriage first to Romanos III’s niece and then to Empress Zoe, is shown with a short, neatly clipped 
beard, as for example on the gold coin illustrated with the first entry. He wears a “simplified” loros 
(to use Grierson’s phrase) and a crown surmounted by a cross. He holds in the r. hand a long scepter 
and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Along the circumference runs an inscription reading +CWNSZ 
ANTh IASILEYSR M: Constant(inos) basileus R(o)m(aion), 





DOC 3.2:5a.1 (not illustrated; but see pl. 59, 5a.3 for type). 


120 


73. CONSTANTINE IX 


Constantine was a member of the Monomachos family and indeed one finds at the bottom of a 
document preserved at the Lavra monastery on Mount Athos and drafted in June of 1052 a signa- 
ture reading miotdc BactAevs K@votavtivosg 6 Movopdyos. See Lavra 1: Act no. 31 and pl. 26, no. 
31/V. Attached to the document is a gold seal (see pl. 26, no. 31/VI), which may have belonged to 


Constantine [X or to Alexios I. For discussion on this point, see Zacos—Veglery, 72. 


73.1 Constantine IX (1042-55) 

DO 58.106.623.— D, 34 mm; field 29 mm. W. 43.38 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 79a. For similar specimens see Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.6, and Likhachev, Molivdovuly, 
pl. LAXVI, no. 14. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and 1n the |. hand a book ornamented in center of the cover with one large 
pellet. He has a cross nimbus; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (:-*). 
Visible at r.: XC: [I(no00)¢] X(piot6)c. Circular inscription: +€.MA-NOVHA: ’E[p]pavovna. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. Halt-length representation of Constantine [IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger 
(partially imprinted) in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CWNS-ANT-bASIL...R™ 


Cons<t>ant(inos) basil[eus] R(o)m(aion). 





73.2 Constantine [X (1042-55) 

DO 55.1.4313.— D. 35 mm. W. 36.77 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Halt-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the 1. hand. Circular inscription: +€MMA-NOVHA: "Euwavovna. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine 1X bearded, wearing a crown and a loros and hold- 
ing a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the 1. hand. Remains of a circular 
inscription. Border of dots. 
+CUTNSAT... 


Cons<t>an[t(inos) basileus R(o)m(aion)]? 





73.3 Constantine [IX (1042-55) 

DO 55.1.4312.— D. 36 mm; field 28 mm. W. 52.12 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the I. hand a book ornamented in center of the cover with two pellets. He 
has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (:). Atl. and r.: 


IC-XC: I(nood)c¢ X(ptotd)c. Circular inscription: ....-NOVHA: ['Eupa]vovnA. Border of dots. 


12] 





I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





Rey. Half-length representation of Constantine IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and a 
loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger (partially 
imprinted) in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
wee “ANCL-bASILEYSRM 


[Cans |tanti(nos) basileus R(o)m(aion). 


73.4 Constantine [IX (1042-55) 

DO 47.2.372.— D. 34 mm; field 29 mm. W. 32.90 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book ornamented in center of the cover with two pellets. 
He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (*:). At 1. 
and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(piot6)¢. Circular inscription: E4MA-NOVHA: ‘Euuavovna. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine [X bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He 1s shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger 
in the I. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CUTNSZA..-AVEOCRAS 


Cansta[nt(inos)]| autocrat(or). 


73.5 Constantine [X (1042-55) 

DO 58.106.627.— D. 36 mm; field 28 mm. W. 40.64 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 79c. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the I. hand a book. The cover is ornamented in center with one large pel- 
let and a row of two pellets above and below. Christ has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of five pellets (21). At |. and r.: |C-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptotd)c. Circular in- 
scription: +€.MA-NOVHA: ’E[uJuavovnA. Border of dots. 

Rey. Haltf-length representation of Constantine IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros and holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the 1. 
hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CWUNST-ANT-AYTO.R.. 
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73. CONSTANTINE IX 





Canstant(inos) auto[c]r[at(or)]. 


In the circular inscription on the reverse, the first Z is tilted on its side. 


73.6 Constantine IX (1042-55) 

Fogg 1665.— D. 36 mm; field 26 mm. W. 40.73 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. The cover is ornamented in center with a pellet 
set above a line. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five 
pellets (21). At 1. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(pi0t6)c. Circular inscription: +€MMA-NOVHA: 
"EuuavovnA. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of Constantine [IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CWNSTATN-T.TLA-YZOCRAT.R 


Constant(i)n(os) autocrat(o)r 


73.7 Constantine [IX (1042-55) 

Fogg 1666.— D. 38 mm; field 28 mm. W. 37.01 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book with a cover ornamented in center with two pellets. He 
has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (2). At 1. and r.: 
IC-..: I(nood)c [X(p16t6)c]. Circular inscription: +E€MMA-N.... "Eumov[ovna]. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of Constantine IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
peeiuus f,.1.-AYZ OCRAT, 
[Canstan]t(i)n(os) autocrat(or). 
The Christ figure has been carefully carved. One notes the continuous row of folds on the r. 


shoulder and the sharp delineation of the book fastening. 
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73.8 Constantine [LX (1042-55) 

Fogg 1667.— D. 35 mm; field 26 mm. W. 36.15 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book with a cover ornamented in center with one pellet. 
He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (31). At 1. 
der of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine [X bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros and holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the 1. 
hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CUNSZANZI-AYZ OCRAZ, 


Constanti(nos) autocrat(or). 


73.9 Constantine LX (1042-55) 

DO 58.106.628.— D. 36 mm; field 28 mm. W. 34.47 g. 

Unpublished. Mentioned in Seibt—Zarnitz, 36. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book with a cover ornamented in center with two pellets. 
He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (*:). At L. 
der of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine IX bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+CUTSZATICI-A....... 


Constanti(nos) a[utocrat(or)]. 


73.10 Constantine LX (1042-55) 

Fogg 1712.— D. 36 mm. W. 34.81 g. Rusty. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of a half-length representation of Christ wearing a tunic and himation. He has a 


nimbus cruciger. No readable epigraphy. Border of dots. 
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73> CONSTANTINE Ix 


Rev. Faint outline of half-length representation of Constantine [IX wearing a crown with a cross and 
a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the 1. 


hand. Portion of circular inscription at ]. Border of dots. 


73.11 Constantine [IX (1042-55) 

DO 58.106.631.— D. 29 mm; field 28 mm. W. 31.36 g. Blank too small for dies. 

Unpublished, but for a similar specimen see Zacos—Veglery, no. 79b. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and in the |. hand a book with a cover ornamented in center with two pellets. He has a 
nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (22), At l. and r.:|C-XC: 
I(yG00)¢ X(ptoto)c¢. Circular inscription: +€...-NOVH.: "E[uca)]vovn[A]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of (Constantine [X’?) bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and 
pendilia and a loros. He is shown holding a long cross scepter in the r. hand and a globus cru- 
ciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ines -AYZ OCRAY.R TM. 

[Canst(a)n(tinos)] autocr(ator) au(gustus) R(o)m(aion). 
Although the emperor’s name is missing, one can be fairly certain, judging from the inscription 


and imperial regalia, that the specimen is to be attributed to Constantine IX. 


73.12 Constantine [X (1042-55) 

DO 55.1.4317.— D. 35 mm; field 22 mm. W. 23.36 g. Chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 80. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (‘-:). At l. and r.: IC-XC: "I(no0d)¢ X(piotd)c¢. Circular inscrip- 
tion: ...MA-NOVHA: [Eu]ucvovnA. Border of dots. 

Rey, Halt-length representation of Constantine [X bearded, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros. He is shown holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand and akakia in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ere AT -INOSANZ OC? 

[Cewnstlantinos autoc(ra)t(or). 


The dimensions of the imperial bust are smaller than those of the previous specimen. 


73.13 Constantine [X (1042-55) 

DO 47.2.350.— D. 31 mm. W. 24.60 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation. He has a nim- 
bus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (%:). Visible at r.: XC: 
['I(qc0d)c¢] X(ptoto0)¢. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: -NOVHA: [Eupa}vovna. Bor- 
der of dots. 
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Rev. Half-length representation of Constantine [X bearded, wearing a crown with cross and a loros. 
He is shown holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ean ATZINA-.....Az 


[Const]antin(os) a[utocr]at(or). 


74. MICHAEL VI 


Michael VI reigned for only a brief period, 31 August 1056 to 30 August 1057. His gold histamena 
bear on the reverse a depiction of the emperor being crowned by the Virgin. The Virgin appears on 
the obverse of gold tetartera as an orant bust. On the reverse Michael is shown alone, standing and 
holding a long cross in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Few details are comparable between 
gold tetartera and the seal below; exceptions are the inscriptions identifying the emperor and for this 


reason we have included an illustration of Michael’s nomisma tetarteron. 





DOC 3.2:2.1 (pl. 62). See also BNC 2:49/Cp/AV/01-02 (pl. 37). 


74.1 Michael VI (1056-57) 

DO 55.1.4318.— D. 33 mm. W. 31.03 g. Corroded (rev.). 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 84a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (*-1). At l. and r.:1C-XC: "I(nood)¢ X(pi6td)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: +€MMA-NOVH-A: ‘Eupovovna. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Michael VI, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros and holding a globus cruciger in the r. hand. He seems to have at the temples 
curls that are combed inward. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHL-AYZ OCRAT.. 

Mryan| autocrat[or]. 
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75 ISAAKIOS I 


It appears that the cover of the gospel book which Christ holds is decorated with a cross. 

Before Michael’s accession, Theodora, who had retained the title of augusta during Constan- 
tine [X’s reign, assumed sole rulership at age seventy-four and reigned until her death, on 31 Au- 
gust 1056. One will find examples of the empress’s seals published in Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 19, and 
Zacos—Veglery, no. 82. We observe that on one of Michael’s gold seals, a specimen published in 
Zacos—Veglery, no. 83, the obverse is decorated with a bust of Christ Emmanuel; on the reverse can 
be seen a depiction of Michael holding a labarum in the r. hand and in the |. hand an akakia. The 
identifying inscription reads: +MIXAHL AYZOCRAZ: Mryanl autocrat(or). A similar specimen is 
published in Lavra 1: Act no. 32, pl. 29, no. 32/VI and VII. The signature at the bottom of the docu- 


ment, dated January of 1057, reads: Miyona .. . tiotd0¢ BaotAedc, adtoKpatwp ‘Pouatov. 
75. ISAAKIOS I 


Isaakios | Komnenos was crowned emperor on 4 September 1057. Due to the onslaught of a severe 
illness he eventually abdicated and retired to the monastery of Stoudios. The obverse of this emper- 
or’s gold histamena is similar to that of the seals published below. In both cases we find a represen- 
tation of Christ seated on a backless throne. On histamena Isaakios is shown in military dress, hold- 
ing either a labarum in the r. hand or an uplifted sword. He is accompanied by an inscription reading 
+ICAAKIOCRACIAEVCPU MM: IoaaKioc Baothedcs ‘Pou(aiev). Grierson dates to the period 1057-59 
the type on which Isaakios is represented holding a sword. See DOC 3.2: p. 762. 





DOC 3.2:2.1 (pl. 63). See also BNC 2:50/Cp/AV/01-02 (pl. 87). 


75.1 Isaakios I (1057-59) 

DO 58.106.620.— 43 mm x 34 mm. W. 23.01g. Chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 85 (different reading). 

Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a backless throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
arm extended in blessing and a book in the I. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cru- 
ciger. Visible at upper r.: XC: ["I(yo0b)c¢] X(ptotd)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Isaakios I bearded standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros and holding an 
upturned sword in the r. hand. Partial remains of a circular inscription beginning at 7 o’clock. 
Border of dots. 

+ Gaseusnaade eG Hae KOMN.... 


‘Io[adKioc BaotAJevc [Popatwv o] Kouv[nvoc]. 
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The reading KOMN on the reverse is uncertain, but the letters €VC are assured. In the upper 
right section of the field one seems to see a small head, turned 1|., within an aureole and with an out- 
stretched hand touching the emperor’s head. 

Isaakios’s family name appears on the two-thirds miliaresion. See DOC 3.2:4 (pl. 63). The re- 
verse carries an inscription reading KEPOH®@,|ICAAKI)|OPOOAOTU|AECNOTH|TUKOMNHINU: 
K(dpv_e BonO(er) Ioaakio 6p8060E@ deoxdty TO Kopvyve. 

Examples of histamena on which Isaakios holds a labarum in the r. hand are to be found in 
DOC 3.2:1.2-3 (pl. 63) and BNC 2:50/Cp/AV/03 (pl. 87). An example of a seal on which the em- 


peror holds a Jabarum in the r. hand will be found in Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 20. 
76. ISAAKIOS I 


We have created a separate section because on the three seals which we present below both Christ 


and the emperor are represented half-length. 


76.1 Isaakios I (1057-59) 

DO 55.1.4319.— D. 33 mm. W. 36.24 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 86b. 

Oby. Halt-length representation of Christ bearded, holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in 
the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pel- 
lets (1). At 1. and r.:|C-XC: I(naob)¢ X(pi6t6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription visible at r.: 
..-NOVHA: [Euua)|vouna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Isaakios I. He is depicted with a long, full face and 
bearded. He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia and military dress. He is shown holding 
in the r. hand an upturned sword and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular in- 
scription at |. Border of dots. 
+ICAAKIOC-RACLI....... 


‘Toaaktos BaolAevg Po(atwv)?]. 
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77 CONSTANTINE X 


76.2 Isaakios I (1057-59) 

DO 55.1.4320.— D. 32 mm. W. 34.69 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (1). Atl. and r.: ..-XC: ['I(no0d)c¢] X(ptot6)¢. Remains of a cir- 
cular inscription visible at r.: .....-NOVHA: [’Eupa|vounaA. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of the emperor Isaakios I. He is depicted with a somewhat triangular 
face and bearded. He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia and military dress. He is shown 
holding in the r. hand an upturned sword and in the |. hand a globus (cruciger). Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
+ICAAK...RAC-IAEVC ...? 

‘Ioac&K[voc] Baotreve [Paou(atov)?). 


The reading of the inscription on the reverse is uncertain. 


76.3 Isaakios I (1057-59) 

DO 55.1.4321.— D. 33 mm; field 24 mm. W. 33.06 g. Chipped and corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding in the 
|. hand a book with a cover ornamented in center with a pellet. He has a nimbus cruciger; each 
arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (:-:). Circular inscription: +€MMA-NOVHA: 
"Eunavovna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of the emperor Isaakios I. He is depicted with a heavy, square face 
and bearded. He wears a crown with a cross and pendilia and military dress. He is shown hold- 
ing in the r. hand an upturned sword and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 
+ICAAKI-OC........ POMAIW 
‘Ioackos [BaotAedc] ‘Powatw(v)? 

The resolution of the inscription on the reverse is not assured; the only certain letter at r. is O. 

Either the inscription ends with ‘Pouaiw(v) or the family name Kopvnv(oc). See the commentary 


on our no. 75.1. 
77. CONSTANTINE X 


Constantine X’s family name, Doukas, appears on all his coinage. For example, on the gold hista- 
menon illustrated with this entry, Constantine is represented standing to front, wearing a loros and 
crown with a cross. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand and is iden- 
tified by an inscription reading +KWNRACA OAOUKAC: Kav(otavtivoc) Bao(1)A(edc) 0 AovKas. 
The family name also appears on Constantine’s seals. He reigned from 23 November 1059 to 23 
May 1067. 
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DOC 3.2:1b.4 (pl. 63). 


77.1 Constantine X (1059-67) 

DO 55.1.4322.— D. 30 mm. W. 29.84 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (11), At 1. and r.:IC-XC: I(nood)c¢ X(ptot6)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: +€MMA-..VHA: Eupa[vo]una. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with pendilia and a 
loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an aka- 
kia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

-K..RACIA...-POMAIONOAUK. 

[+]K[@v(otavtivoc)] BaotA[evc] ‘Pouatov o AovK(ac). 

The emperor’s identity is assured by the presence of the family name. More than one type of 
seal was used in Constantine’s chancery. Seibt (Bleisiegel, no. 21) is inclined to date to the period 
ca. 1062—ca. 1064 the type with Christ represented half-length. Below we publish a type on which 
Christ is enthroned. Seibt (Bleisiegel, no. 22) believes that this type, featuring a reverse on which the 
emperor is shown standing to front with the Virgin, who is in the act of crowning him, dates later, 
namely from 1065 to 1067. Seibt is certainly correct that the iconography of Constantine’s seals un- 
derwent significant change. In exploring the question of date (Bleisiegel, p. 93), Seibt points out that 
in 1064/65 the OJCewv €8voc attacked the Balkans and inflicted on it severe depredations. From Oc- 
tober to December of 1066 the emperor was felled with a grave illness. We agree with Seibt that, in 
light of these events, the emperor may well have wished to express through his seals the idea that 
his reign enjoyed the Virgin’s blessing and help. We therefore favor assigning the seals that show 
the emperor alone prior to the period of ca. 1065 and the seals that depict him blessed by the Virgin 
to the years 1065-67. 


77.2 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 55.1.4323.— D. 33 mm. W. 44.48 g. Weakly imprinted. Punch marks on obv. and rev. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation. He has a nim- 
bus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (1-1), At]. and r.: .-XC: 


‘I(qo00)[c] X(piot0)c. Circular inscription: +E€MMA-NOVHA: ‘Eunpavovna. Border of dots. 
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77 CONSTANTINE X 





Rev. The emperor Constantine X standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, one 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. Circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 

..-RACIA...-PUMAIONOAUK, 


[K@v(otavtivoc)] BaotA[edc] ‘Popatav 6 AodK(ac). 


77.3 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 55.1.4324.— D. 31 mm. W. 31.60 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (2). At 1. and r.: |C-XC: ‘I(qood)¢ X(pi6t0)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: +€MMA-NOVHA: ‘EuuavovnaA. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
ee ACIAEVC-PUMAIONOAUK. 

[Kav(otavtivoc) Placed ‘Popatov o AovK(ac). 


One can discern on the labarum a decoration consisting of a cross with a pellet in each quarter. 


77.4 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 55.1.4325.— D. 34 mm. W. 30.22 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and a himation and holding a 
book in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five 
pellets (+1). Visible at r.: C. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: NO: [Eupoajvo[vnA]. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KQN....A...-POMAIONOA.K. 


Keov(otavtivoc) [Baot]A[edc] ‘Popataov o A[ob]K(ac). 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


77.5 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 58.106.622.— D. 33 mm. W. 36.13 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book, the cover ornamented with a pellet in center. He has 
a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (+). At 1. and r.: 1C- 
XC: I(nood)¢ X(piotd)c. Circular inscription: +€MMA-..VHA: Eupo[vo]una. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KW.RACIAEVC-PUMAIOUNOAUK 


Ka@[v(otavtivoc)] Bacirevds ‘Popatwv o AovK(asc). 


77.6 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 58.106.624.— D. 33 mm; field 26 mm. W. 28.06 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 87a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book, the cover ornamented in center with a cross. He has 
a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (+1). At 1. and r.: |C- 
XC: I(nood)¢ X(pi0td)c. Circular inscription: +€MMA-NOVHA: Eupavovna. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KWNRACIAEVC-PUMAIONOAUK. 
Kawv(otavtivoc) Baotdeds ‘Pouatwv 6 Aov«K(ac). 


The labarum is ornamented with a pellet in center. 


77.7 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 58.106.625.— D. 31 mm; field 27 mm. W. 33.61 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 87b. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and in the |. hand a book, the cover ornamented in center with a cross. He has 
a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (:*1). At I. and r.: |C- 
XC: I(nood)¢ X(p1016)c. Circular inscription: +€MMA-NOVHA: Eupavovny. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with pendilia and a 
loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. Circular 
inscription. Border of dots. 
+KUNRACIAEVC-PUMAIONOAUK. 


Kawv(otavtivoc) Baotedcs ‘Popatwv 6 AovK(ac). 
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77 CONSTANTINE X 


77.8 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

Fogg 1668.— 28 x 34 mm. W. 31.52 g. Deformed. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He is depicted with a long face framed by an oval- 
shaped nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five pellets (*°), Atl. and r.: 
IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(piot6)c. Circular inscription: +€...-NOVHA: 'E[uuo]vovnd. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and pen- 
dilia and a loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KUNR.CIAEVC-POMA...OAUK. 


Keov(otavtivoc) Bla]oWevs ‘Papyali@v] 6 AobK(ac). 


77.9 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 47.2.353.— D. 26 mm. W. 14.22 g. Crack along channel. Oxidation present. 

Unpublished. For a similar seal see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 20 (ca. 1062—ca. 1064). The Vienna specimen depicts 
Christ and the emperor on the same smaller scale. 

Oby, Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (:2). At 1. and r.: ..-XC: [I(jo0b)c¢] X(ptot6)c. Circular inscrip- 
tion: +EMMA-NOVHA: ‘EuuavovnA. Border of dots. 

Rev, The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, one end of 
which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. Remains of a circular in- 


scription visible at r. Border of dots. 


[K@v(otavtivoc) BaoiAevc] 0 AovK[ac]. 


The identifying legend is more complete on the next entry. 


77.10 Constantine X (before ca. 1065) 

DO 58.106.537.— D. 26 mm; field 21 mm. W. 15.84 g. Holed. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 87d. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of five pellets (:2), At l. and r.: |C-XC: I(qo0d)¢ X(piotd)c¢. Circular in- 
scription: +€MMA-NOVHA: ‘EupavovnA. Border of dots. 

Rev, The emperor Constantine X bearded standing to front, wearing a crown with pendilia and a 
loros, one end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand. Circular 
inscription. Border of dots. 
+KWNRAC.-OAUKAC 


Kav(otavtivoc) Bao(1)[A(evc)] 6 AobKac. 
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For the reading of the first part of the identifying legend on the reverse, see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 
21, and Likhachev, Molivdovuly, no. LXXVILS. 


78. CONSTANTINE X 


In addition to the coin illustrated above at no. 77.1, Constantine’s mint emissions included a his- 
tamenon on which the emperor is portrayed with the Virgin who blesses the emperor with the r. 
hand. The emperor is identified by an inscription reading KWNRACA-OAOUKAC: Ka@v(otavtivoc) 
Bas(vA(edc) 6 AodKac. The Virgin is accompanied by the sigla M-O: M(qtnp) O(e0d). On the ob- 


verse appears Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne. 





Coin illustration: DOC 3.2:2.1 (pl. 64). See also BNC 2:51/Cp/AV 10-11 (pl. 88). 


78.1 Constantine X (1065-67) 

DO 58.106.621.— D. 32 mm. W. 22.12 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 88b. For similar specimens see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 22 (1065-67), Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 
1.1.7 (1065-67), and Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXXVL.11. 

Oby. Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at r.: XC: ["I(qo00)c] 
X(piot6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription at r.: NOVHA: ['EupoajvoundA. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., the emperor Constantine X bearded, standing to front, wearing a crown with 
a cross and pendilia and a loros and holding the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in 
the |. hand; and at r., the Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion, the r. hand 
uplifted and touching the emperor’s crown in blessing. Her |. arm seems to be raised above her 
shoulder. Between them, above: M: M(qtnp) [O(eod)]. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KWNRACA... 

Kav(otavtivoc) Bao(iA(evdc) [0 AovKac]? 
On this specimen the Virgin towers over the emperor, as on our no. 78.4. She is slightly taller 
than the emperor on the Likhachev specimen and the seal published in Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.7. On 


the Vienna seal she and the emperor are virtually the same height. 
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78.2 Constantine X (1065-67) 

DO 58.106.4326.— D. 32 mm. W. 16.93 g. Broken along channel. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 88a. 

Obv. Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. At I. and r., |C-XC: I(qood)c 

Rev. Two figures: at ]., the emperor Constantine X standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross 
and pendilia and a loros and holding the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the I. 
hand; and at r., the Virgin standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion, the r. hand uplifted 
and touching the emperor’s crown in blessing. Her |. hand is held palm outward. Between them, 
above: M; and at r.: ©: M(qtnp) O(eod). Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+KUNRACA-OAOVKAC 


Keav(otavtivoc) Bao(iA(evc) o AovKac. 


78.3 Constantine X (1065-67) 

DO 55.1.4327.— D. 30 mm. W. 22.48 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 1.: .C: [I(nao0d)]c 
[X(ptot0)c]. Faint traces of a circular inscription. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., the emperor Constantine X standing to front, wearing a loros and holding 
the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; and at r., the Virgin standing to 
front, wearing a chiton and maphorion, the r. hand uplifted and touching the emperor’s crown 


in blessing. No epigraphy visible. Indeterminate border. 


78.4 Constantine X (1065-67) 

DO 55.1.4328.— D. 30 mm. W. 24.90 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. No clear remains of epigraphy visible. Indeterminate 
border. 

Rev. Two figures: at l., the emperor Constantine X standing to front, holding the r. hand before 
his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; and at r. the Virgin standing to front, her r. 
hand uplifted and touching the emperor’s crown in blessing. Between them, above: M: M(t) 
[O(¢eo)0]. Faint traces of a circular inscription. Indeterminate border. 


The Virgin stands much taller than the emperor. 
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78.5 Constantine X (1065-67) 

DO 47.2.416.— D. 33 mm. W. 12.24 g. Half of seal missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing. Visible at 1.:1C : I(q006)¢ [X(pt0t6)¢]. Remains of a circular inscription at l.: +EMMA: 
"Euua[vovnA]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Two figures: at |., the emperor Constantine X standing to front, wearing a loros and holding 
the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; and at r., the Virgin standing to 
front, wearing a chiton and maphorion, the r. hand uplifted and touching the emperor’s crown 
in blessing. She seems to be holding a bust of Christ on her r. arm. No sigla visible. Remains of 
a circular inscription at r. 
re CAQAOVKAC 


[Kwv(otavtivoc) Bajo(i)A(evc) o AovKac. 


79. CONSTANTINE X? 


79.1 Constantine X (1059-67)? 

DO 58.106.503.— D. 24 mm; field 17 mm. W. 10.01 g. One-third missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ enthroned on a lyre-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing. Visible at 1.:!C: I(ya0b)¢ [X(ptot6)c¢]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of an emperor (Constantine X?) wearing a crown with a cross and pendilia and a loros. He 
holds a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

.LAGCTIOT, 

[Kwvotav]t(ivoc) deondt(1¢)? 

Since the inscription employs Greek letters on the reverse, one cannot doubt that the specimen 
dates from the XIth century. But the question remains: does it belong to Constantine [X, Constantine 
X, or still another Constantine? We note that on the gold seal of Constantine [X (see above, p. 121) 
his title is given as deonotyc. On the other hand, Constantine X’s seals feature, as seen above, a 
lyre-backed throne on the obverse. One reviewer has called attention to the bust’s youthful appear- 
ance and so it could be that the seal belonged to Michael VII's brother Constantius or his son Con- 


stantine. The question remains open. 


80. EUDOKIA 


Eudokia Makrembolitissa, the niece of Michael Keroularios, was first the wife of Constantine X 
(1059-67) and later of Romanos [V (1068-71). She issued no coins on which she is represented 
alone. On her histamena she is depicted in company with her sons Michael and Constantius and on 
her tetartera she appears with Michael and Romanos. See DOC 3.2:1.1—6 and (2) (pl. 65). 
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81 EUDOKIA, MICHAEL VII, AND CONSTANTIOS 


80.1 Eudokia (1067 or 1071) 

DO 58.106.603.— D. 34 mm; field 27 mm. W. 33.01 g. Chipped. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 89. 

Obyv. The Virgin orans standing to front, wearing a chiton and maphorion with a medallion of Christ 
on chest. Visible at 1. and r.: *P-OV: Mf(ty)p O(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. The empress Eudokia standing to front, wearing a crown with two triangular projections and 
double pendilia. She wears a divitision with wide, hanging sleeves, and a loros. She holds a 
long cross scepter in the r. hand and holds the |. hand before her chest. Circular inscription, be- 
ginning at 7 o’clock. Border of dots. 

.VAQ...-EVCE-RECTATHAVIUCTA 

[E]vdo0[Kia] edoeBeotaty avyoveTta. 

This seal should probably be assigned either to her first regency (May—December 1067) or her 
second (August—October 1071). The Virgin is of the Episkepsis (“shelter”) type, an art historical 


term for the Virgin shown orans with Christ before her. 


81. EUDOKIA, MICHAEL VII, AND CONSTANTIOS 


For comparative purposes we illustrate here a histamenon of the period May—31 December 1067. 
On the obverse is represented Christ seated on a square-backed throne. On the reverse are depicted 
three standing and facing figures. In the center is shown Eudokia standing on a dais. She wears a 
crown with pinnacles and pendilia and a loros. To the left is Michael wearing a crown with cross 
and a loros and holding in the r. hand a globus cruciger and in the |. hand an akakia. To the right 
is Constantios wearing a crown with a cross and a loros and holding an akakia in the r. hand and a 
globus cruciger in the |. hand. The trio are identified by an inscription reading +MIX EY AK KUNS: 
Miy(onA), Edd(o0)K(ia), Kava(tcévttoc). 





DOC 3.2:1.4 (unillustrated, but see 1.3 at pl. 65 for type). See also BNC 2:52/Cp/AV/01-03 (pl. 89). 


81.1 Eudokia, Michael VII, and Constantios (May—December 1067) 

DO 58.106.598.— D. 33 mm; field 28 mm. W. 29.70 g. 

Unpublished. Parallel specimen: Zacos—Veglery, no. 91. A similar specimen is published by Seibt, Bleisiegel, 
no. 23. 

Obyv. A bearded Christ enthroned, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand uplifted 


in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each bar of the nimbus is 
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decorated with a single pellet. At 1. and r.: 1C-XC: “I(yo0d)¢ X(p16t6)c. Circular inscription: 
+EMMA-NOVHA: 'Eupavouna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Eudokia (tallest) wearing a crown with triangular projections and pen- 
dilia. She wears a loros and holds in the r. hand a scepter surmounted by a trefoil ornament; at L., 
Michael (shorter) wearing a trefoil-topped crown with pendilia and a loros and and holding in 
the r. hand a globus cruciger and in the |. hand an akakia; and at r., Constantios (shortest) wear- 
ing a crown with pendilia and a loros and holding in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a 
globus cruciger. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+€VAOK.-MIX-SKUN-CT.T-RP. 

Evdox(ia), Miy(ana) (Kai) Kovot(av)t(1oc) B(aotAeic) ‘P(@ucatwv). 

Eudokia does not seem to be standing on a dais. On histamena, as noted, Constantios holds in 
the r. hand an akakia. The trefoil atop Michael’s crown can be seen quite easily on the specimen 
illustrated by Seibt. We further note that on our specimen Christ’s feet are firmly planted on the 


ground; on the Vienna seal Christ’s feet dangle like those of a child seated on too high a chair. 
82. ROMANOS IV, EUDOKIA, MICHAEL VII, CONSTANTIOS, AND ANDRONIKOS 


Romanos’s gold coins and seals are similar in design. A minor difference is that on the coins Mi- 
chael VII and his two brothers Constantios and Andronikos stand above a baseline composed of pel- 
lets. On seals they stand on a dais. Eudokia was associated with Romanos IV, Michael VI, Constan- 
tios, and Andronikos, from | January 1068 to late September of 1071. 





DOC 3.2:2.1 (pl. 65). See also BNC 2:53/Cp/AV/01-07 (pls. 89-90). 


$2.1 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 58.106.539.— D. 34 mm; field 26 mm. W. 32.82 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 93b. Cf. Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 24 (modern cast copy) and Seyrig, no. 7. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
The dais seems to be flanked by one pellet at 1. and two pellets at r. Christ has a nimbus cruciger. 
With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head of emperor Romanos 
at the left and a crown with three triangular projections on the head of Eudokia at the right. Ro- 
manos wears a loros and holds the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the }. hand; 
Eudokia wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 
Atl. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptoté)c. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+PWMANw-EVAOKA 
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82 ROMANOS IV, EUDOKIA, MICHAEL VII, CONSTANTIOS, AND ANDRONIKOS 


Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros 
and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the shorter, 
beardless figures of Constantios at the left and Andronikos at the right. Each stands on a circular 
dais, and wears a crown with a cross and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a 


trefoil ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. 





hand and a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. All the figures wear a crown 

with pendilia. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

KOUN-MX-ANA 

‘Papav(dc) (kai) Eddox(ia. 

Ka@v(otavtioc). M(vy(anA). Avé(povikoc). 

On the obverse the $ at the end of the name PWMAN lies on its side. The same situation occurs 
on 82.2—10. One would certainly be justified to see the S, not as a sign of abbreviation for the word 
Kat, but as a sign of suspension, an indication that letters have been omitted and that the legend 
should be read: ‘Papav(dc). The latter is the transcription given by Seibt, as well as Cheynet. We 
will no longer mention pendilia unless there is something special about this form of adornment. On 
the obverse Romanos’s foot is indicated by a single pellet, which is not in alignment with his body. 


The pellet has been placed too far to the r. See also the depiction on 82.2. 


$2.2 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 47.2.369— D. 30 mm; field 26 mm. W. 23.19 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
He has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded 
head of emperor Romanos at the left and a crown with three triangular projections on the head 
of Eudokia at the right. Romanos wears a loros and holds the r. hand before his chest and a glo- 
bus cruciger in the |. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds the 1. hand before her chest and a 
globus cruciger in the r. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+PWUMANw-EVAOKA 


Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros 





and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the shorter, 
beardless figures of Constantios at the left and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular 
dais, and wears a crown with a cross and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a 
trefoil ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. 
hand and globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Remains of a circular inscrip- 


tion at |. Border of dots. 


‘Papav(Oc) (Kat) Eddox(a. 
K@v(otavttoc). [M(1)y(ana). Avd(poviKoc).] 
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82.3 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 58.106.600.— D. 30 m; field 26 mm. W. 23.61 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 93a. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
He has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded 
head of emperor Romanos at the left and a crown with three triangular projections on the head 
of Eudokia at the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds the r. hand before his chest and a globus 
cruciger in the |. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a glo- 
bus cruciger in the r, hand, At I. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: ‘I(noob)c¢ X(ptot6)c. Circular 
inscription. Border of dots. 

PUMANw-EVAOKIA 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros 
and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the shorter, 
beardless figures of Constantios at the 1. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular dais, 
wears a crown with a cross and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil or- 
nament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and 
a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
KQN-MA-... 

‘Papav(dc) (kal) Eddoxia. 


Kwv(otavtioc). M(vx(anA). [Avd(povikoc).] 


$2.4 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 58.106.567.— D. 30 mm; field 26 mm. W. 23.19 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head of emperor Romanos 
at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on the head of Eudokia at the r. Romanos 
wears a loros and holds the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; Eudokia 
wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in the r. hand. At I. 
and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(ptot06)c. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
PUMANw-EVAOKIA 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros 
and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the shorter, 
beardless figures of Constantios at the ]. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular dais, 
wears a loros and crown with a cross. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil orna- 
ment in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and a 
globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
KQN-MX-ANA 
‘Papav(doc) (Kai) Eddoxice. 


Kav(otavttoc). M(Uy(andA). Avd(poviKoc). 
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82.5 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 55.1.4329.— D. 32 mm; field 27 mm. W. 39.65 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
He has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded 
head of emperor Romanos at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on Eudokia at 
the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds his r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the 
1. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in 
the r. hand. At 1. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(p10t6)c. Circular inscription. Bor- 
der of dots. 

PUMANw-E...... 

Rey. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted with a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the I. hand. He is flanked by 
the shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the 1. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a 
circular dais, wears a cross-topped crown and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted 
by a trefoil ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the 1. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in 
the r. hand and a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Circular inscription. 
Border of dots. 

.-- MX-ANA 

‘Papav(dc) (kai) E[vdoKta]. 

[K@v(otcvttos).] M()yx(and). Avd(pdviKos). 

On the obverse and the reverse feet are rendered naturally. They are not suggested in the form 

of pellets. This is true also in the case of 82.6 and 82.10. 


82.6 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 55.1.4330.— D. 30 mm. W. 23.97 g. Chipped at top. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
He has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded 
head of emperor Romanos at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on Eudokia at 
the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds his r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the 
1. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in 
the r. hand. At 1. and r. of Christ’s head: |C-..: "I(qo06)¢ [X(ptot6)c]. Circular inscription. Bor- 
der of dots. 
+PUMANw-EVAOKIA 

Rey. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted with a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by 
the shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the |. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a 
circular dais, wears a cross-topped crown and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted 


by a trefoil ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in 
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the r. hand and a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Remains of a circular 


inscription at |. Border of dots. 


‘Papav(Oc) (Kai) Eddoxica. 


Kwv(otavttoc). [M(v)x(onA). Avd(poviKos). | 


82.7 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 55.1.4331.— D. 30 mm; field 26 mm. 21.04 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. He 
has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head. 
of emperor Romanos at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on Eudokia at the r. 
Romanos wears a loros and holds his r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; 
Eudokia wears a loros and holds her |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 
Atl. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-.C: I(no0d)¢ [X(p1076)]¢. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+PUMANm-EVAOKIA 





Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the 
shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the |. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular 
dais, wears a cross-topped crown and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil 
ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and 
a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

K WN-MX-ANA 
‘Papav(Oc) (kai) Eddoxta. 


Kwv(otavtioc). M(i)x(ana). Avd(pdviKos). 


82.8 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 55.1.4332.— D. 36 mm. W. 24.07 g. Half missing. Punch mark at top. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ wearing a tunic and himation. He has a nimbus. With uplifted 
arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head of emperor Romanos at the |. and a 
crown with three triangular projections on Eudokia at the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds 
his r. hand before his chest. At |. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-..: ‘I(qo0d)c¢ [X(p16t6)c¢]. Circular 
inscription visible at |. Border of dots. 
+PUMANow-...... 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked 


by the shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the 1. and Andronikos at the r. Each wears 





a cross-topped crown and a loros. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and a globus 
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surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. To the r. of Michael’s head appears an inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 

vee PTA sas 

‘Papav(doc) (Koi) [EDdoKia]. 

[K@v(otévtioc).] M(t)x(anA). [Avd(poviKoc).] 


82.9 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

Fogg 1669.— D. 34 mm; field 26 mm. W. 44.03 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. He 
has a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head 
of emperor Romanos at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on Eudokia at the r. 
Romanos wears a loros and holds his r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; 
Eudokia wears a loros and holds her |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in the r. hand. 
At |. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: "I(yo00b)¢ X(pi0t6)c. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
..-ANwm-EVAOKIA 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the 
shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the |. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular 
dais, wears a cross-topped crown and a loros. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil 
ornament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and 
a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
KQN-MX-... 
[(Paoujlav(oc) (kai) Eddoxta. 
Kav(otaévtioc). M(ux(anAa). [Avé(poviKoc).] 


82.10 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

Fogg 1670.— D. 28 mm. W. 19.98 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
He has a nimbus. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head of em- 
peror Romanos at the |. and a crown (not visible) on Eudokia at the r. Romanos wears a loros 
and holds his r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in the |. hand; Eudokia wears a loros 
and holds her |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger in the r. hand. At |. of Christ’s head: 
iC. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 
+PUMANw-....... 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown surmounted by a cross 
and a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by 


the shorter, beardless figures of Constantios at the |. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a 
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circular dais, wears a loros and cross-topped crown. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand 


and a globus surmounted by a cross. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 


‘Papav(Oc) (Kai) [EDdoxia]. 
[K@v(otavtioc). M(t)x(ana).] Avd(pdviKos). 
Romanos is represented with a slim figure. On 82.3 and 82.9 he is depicted with a fuller build. 


82.11 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

Fogg 1671.— D. 28 mm; field 26 mm. W. 23.80 g. Corroded (rev.). 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation and standing on a dais. 
With uplifted arms he places a crown on the bearded head of emperor Romanos at the |. and a 
crown on Eudokia at the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds his r. hand before his chest and a 
globus cruciger in the 1. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds her J. hand before her chest and 
a globus cruciger in the r. hand. At r. of Christ’s head: ..-XC. Remains of a circular inscription 
at r. Border of dots. 

EVAOKIA 

Rev. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing. He is flanked by the shorter figures of 
Constantios at the 1. and Andronikos at the r. Details of dress are obscure. No readable epigra- 
phy. Border of dots. 

[‘Pauav(oc) (kai)] Eddoxta. 


82.12 Romanos IV, Eudokia, Michael VII, Constantios, and Andronikos (1068-71) 

DO 58.106.568.— D. 33 mm; field 26 mm. W. 30.22 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Three figures: in center, Christ bearded wearing a tunic and himation standing on a dais. He has 
a nimbus cruciger. With uplifted arms he places a cross-topped crown on the bearded head of 
emperor Romanos at the |. and a crown with three triangular projections on the head of Eudokia 
at the r. Romanos wears a loros and holds the r. hand before his chest and a globus cruciger in 
the 1. hand; Eudokia wears a loros and holds the |. hand before her chest and a globus cruciger 
in the r. hand. At 1. and r. of Christ’s head: IC-XC: "I(yno00d)¢ X(ptotd)c. Remains of a circular 
inscription visible at r. Border of dots. 
err -EVAKRPM 

Rey. Three figures: in center, Michael VII (taller) standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros 
and holding a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. He is flanked by the shorter, 
beardless figures of Constantios at the 1. and Andronikos at the r. Each stands on a circular dais, 
wears a loros and a crown with a cross. Constantios holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil or- 
nament in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Andronikos holds an akakia in the r. hand and 
a globus surmounted by a trefoil ornament in the 1. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
K WN-MX-AN. 
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83. MICHAEL VII 


[‘Pwuav(dc) (Kkai)| Edd(o)K(ia) B(aoAeic) ‘P(@)u(atov). 
Kav(otavtioc). M(ux(anA). Av[d(povucoc). ] 
For similar inscriptions on the obverse see Zacos—Veglery, nos. 93c and d. 


$3. MICHAEL VII 


On the histamenon of Michael that we have selected for illustration the obverse bears a depiction of 
Christ en buste holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; 
as on the seal below, each arm is decorated with five pellets (‘+!). The reverse depicts Michael in bust 
form wearing a loros and holding in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. He is 
identified by an inscription reading MIX AHA RACIAOA: Miyata BaotA(edc) 6 A(odKac). Dumbar- 
ton Oaks preserves a gold boulla of Michael VII, but no inscription identifying the emperor ts vis- 
ible. See our no, 132 and Grierson, “Byzantine Gold Bullae,’ 250, and Zacos—Veglery, no. 94. 





DOC 3.2:2b.1 (pl. 66). See also BNC 2:55/Cp/AV/01 (pl. 90). 


83.1 Michael VII (1071-78)? 

DO 58.106.527.— D. 29 mm; field 21 mm. W. 7.47 g. Half missing. Overstruck. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ wearing a tunic and himation. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated 
with five pellets (:-:). He holds a book in the I. hand. Visible at r.: X. In field at r., an eight-rayed 
star. Outside the field at r. may be seen from an earlier strike the letter €. Border of dots. 

Rev. Bust of an emperor wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and holding in the r. hand a cross- 
topped scepter. Remains of a circular inscription at |. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAAVT... 

Miyana adt[oKpat(mp)]? 
The seal might belong to Michael VI, but in this case one would expect his identifying inscrip- 
tion to be in Latin. Christ’s head is flanked by stars on folles of Michael VI. See, for example, DOC 

3.2:14a.7, pl. 67 and BNC 2: pl. 91 (AE 01). 
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84. MICHAEL VII 


84.1 Michael VII (1071-78) 

DO 48.17.3819.— D. 26 mm; field 18 mm. W. 12.90 g. Ex Peirce Collection. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 95e. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. 
hand and holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with 
one pellet. At 1. and r.: |IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(p10t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and ornamented with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a 
labarum and a globus cruciger in the 1. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAVTO-KPAT.PUMOAUK. 

Miyan(A) adtoxpat(mp) ‘Pau(atwv) 6 AovK(ac). 

On certain of the emperor’s histamena Christ is represented, as on our seal, seated on a square- 
backed throne. See, for example, DOC 3.2:1.1 (pl. 66). On the coin he has a nimbus cruciger; on 
the coin and on the seal each arm is decorated with one pellet. The figures on our seal are relatively 


small in comparison with the height and breadth of those depicted on the specimens below. 


84.2 Michael VII (1071-78) 

DO 55.1.4335.— 35mm x 26 mm. W. 24.46 g. Corroded. Oval-shaped. 

Unpublished. For similar specimens, see Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXX VII, nos. 11 and 12. 

Oby. Outline of Christ seated on a square-backed throne. Epigraphy visible at r.: XC. Border 
of dots. 

Rey. Michael VII standing on a rectangular dais and wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (?) and a globus cruciger in the 1. 
hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHLAY..-....PUMOAUKA, 

Miyan(A) ad[toxpé&t(wp)] ‘Pau(aiwv) 6 AobKa(c). 
The inscription on the reverse is restored on the basis of our no. 84.12 and the Likhachev 


specimens. 


84.3 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1672.— D. 31 mm; field 27 mm. W. 23.64 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 95b. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with five pellets. He wears a tunic and himation. He is shown blessing with the r. hand and hold- 
ing a book in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. At 1. 
and r.: |IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(p1016)c. Border of dots. 


Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is 
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draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

+MIXAHAAV-T.KP.T.POPLOABK. 

Miyana adt(o)Kp(c)t(wp) ‘Pop(aiwmv) o AobdK(ac). 


The emperor's crown does not appear to be surmounted by a cross. 


$4.4 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1674.— D. 31 mm; field 27 mm. W. 23.74 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and 
r. with seven pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand 
and holding a book in the |. hand. The cover of the book is decorated in the center with a large 
pellet. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. At |. and r.: IC-XC: 
‘I(yo0d)c X(piot0)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a dais and wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist and ornamented with four dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and 
a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
MIXAHAAV-T.KP.T.PUMOAGK, 

Miyona avt(o)Kp(c&)t(@p) ‘Pay(atov) 6 AovK(ac). 
Both here and on nos. 84.3 and 84.5 can we discern Christ holding a book on which the central 


area of the cover is decorated with a single pellet. 


84.5 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1675.— D. 32 mm. W. 23.35 g. Rusty (reverse). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with seven pellets. He is shown blessing with the r. hand and holding a book in the 1. hand. 
He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. At |. and r.: IC-X.: I(nood)c 
X(pio6t6)[c¢]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros, 
an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cru- 
ciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXA.AAV-T.KP...? 

Miya[n]A avt(o)Kp(&)[t(@p) ‘Pau(atwv) 0 AovK(ac)]? 
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84.6 Michael VIT (1071-78) 

Fogg 1676.— D. 30 mm. W. 24.36 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with seven pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand and 
holding a book in the I. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. 
Atl. andr: .C-XC: ['I(nood)]¢ X(pi0t6)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the 1. wrist and ornamented with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cru- 
ciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

IXAHAAV-T.K .. .? 
[M]iyanr adt(o)K[ p(&)t(wp) ‘Pan(atwv) 6 AodK(ac)]? 
On this specimen one can clearly discern that the emperor’s labarum is decorated in the middle 


with a device consisting of five pellets (*+:). 


84.7 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1677.— D. 32 mm; field 27 mm. W. 23.24 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with six pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand and 
holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. 
Atl. and r.: IC-XC: I(nood)c X(pi0t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rey. Michael VII standing, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the |. arm. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular in- 
scription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAAV-T.KP....-OAUK 
Miyona adt(o)Kp(&)[t(@p) ‘Pau(aiwmv)] 6 AovK(ac). 


$4.8 Michael VII (1071-78) 

DO 55.1.4334.— D. 30 mm; field 25 mm. W. 20.18 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 95a. Seibt notes that the Vienna seal that he publishes in Bleisiegel, no. 25, is close in 
design to this specimen. The Vienna example, however, is not parallel. On the Vienna seal the back panel 
of Christ’s throne is ornamented at |. and r. with six pellets; our specimen has seven pellets. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne.The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with seven pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand and 
holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. 
Atl. and r.:IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(piotd6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown surmounted by a cross and a loros, 
an end of which 1s draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cru- 


ciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
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+MIXAHAAV-T.KP.T.POM.OAUK, 
Miyana wdt(o)Kp(&)t(@p) ‘Pou(atov) o AovK(ac). 


The ends of the cross atop Michael’s globus are elongated; see also no. 84.5. 


$4.9 Michael VII (1071-78) 

DO 58.106.596.— D. 32 mm; field 26 mm. W. 22.43 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with six pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand and 
holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. 
Atl. andr: ..-XC: ['I(yo00d)c] X(p16t6)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is 
draped over the |. wrist and ornamented with six dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a 
globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAAV-........AUK. 

Miyana oav[t(o)Kp(a)t(@p) ‘Pay(atwv) o] AovK(ac). 


The emperor’s labarum is decorated in the middle with a device consisting of five pellets (+). 


84.10 Michael VII (1071-78) 

DO 58.106.601.— D. 33 mm. W. 22.01 g. Possibly double struck (rev.). 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a square-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. 
hand and holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with 
one pellet. At |. and r.: ..-X.: ['I(y006)c¢] X(p1016)[c¢]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cruciger in the 
1. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAAV..-KPA......AUK. 

Miyata ad[to]Kpda[t(@)p ‘Pap(aimv) 6] AodK(as). 


84.11 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1673.— D. 33 mm. W. 26.91 g. Gouged (obv.). 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. The upper part of the throne is decorated at |. and r. 
with six pellets. He is shown wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the r. hand and 
holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. 
Atl. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(piot6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of 


which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cruciger in the 


1. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
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+MIXAHAVOT-KOAT.P.UNEOAUK. 

Miyon(A) adtoKoct(wp) (sic) ‘Pave(wv) (sic) 0 AovK(ac). 

The circular inscription on the reverse contains a number of mistakes. In the first part the letter 
O is placed before the letter T ; in the second part the letter O is substituted for the letter P, the letter 
P is followed by an unnecessary mark of suspension, the letter appears as N and the letter € ap- 
pears in place of the letters Al. 

The legs of Christ’s throne are ornamented at |. and r. with five pellets. On our nos. 84.4, 84.6, 
84.8, and 84.9 we find four pellets. On nos. 84.2 and 84.5 we encounter three pellets. Again we can 
determine that the emperor’s labarum is decorated in the middle with a device consisting of five pel- 
lets (3+). 


84.12 Michael VII (1071-78) 

Fogg 1678.— D. 37 mm.; field 27 mm. W. 37.62 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne, wearing a tunic and himation and blessing with the 
r. hand and holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is decorated with 
one pellet. At I. and r.: |C-XC: I(noot)¢ X(pioté)¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing on a round dais and wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of 
which 1s draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a globus cruciger in the 
|. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

MMIXAHAVTO-KPAT.POM.OAUKA, 
Miyan(A) adtoxpat(mp) ‘Pau(atwov) 6 AodKa(c). 


On nos. 84.1, 84.11, and on this specimen, Michael’s Christian name is abbreviated. 


85. NIKEPHOROS III 


The seals that we publish below are relatively similar in design to Nikephoros’s tetarteron. On the 
tetarteron (specifically Grierson’s class 2) Christ is represented en buste, holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book with pellet decoration in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains as 
decoration a variable number of pellets. The reverse is ornamented with a depiction of Nikephoros 
standing on a dais and holding a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. He 
is accompanied by a circular inscription that reads with variations: +NIKHPAEC. TOROTANIAT.: 
Nixno(op@) deo(m0ty) TH Botaviat(n). 


150 


85 NIKEPHOROS III 





DOC 3.2:5a (pl. 69). See also BNC 2:56/Cp/AV/09 (pl. 92, [AV ]/09). 


85.1 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 58.106.484.— D. 32 mm; field 29 mm. W. 24.56 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 98b. For similar seals see Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.8 and Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 26. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consist- 
ing of five pellets (:2). At I. and r.: |C-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(p1016)c. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a round dais, wearing a crown with a cross 
and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a 
globus cruciger in the |. hand. The cross atop the globus is off-center to the |. and, as on many 
of the specimens below, has extended ends. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+NIKHPOP.AECILT.-TOROTANIATH 
Nixnop(@) deon(0)t(n) TO Botavictn. 

On the Vienna specimen published by Seibt the inscription identifying the emperor reads 
N(YKn@dp(@) dSeon(d)t(y) [t@ Bo}tavi&tn; on the Seibt—Zarnitz specimen it reads Nuxn@dp(q) 
deonot(y) [tH] Botaviatn. On this seal the cross atop the emperor’s globus is off-center to the r. 

The Lavra Monastery on Mt. Athos possesses a gold seal on which the emperor appears in much 
the same manner as on this seal. He holds a labarum in the right hand and a globus cruciger in the left 
hand. He is accompanied by a circular legend identifying him as NKHPPAECN TWROTANIATH: 
Nixne(6)p(@) Seox(Otn) T© Botaviaty. The obverse of the gold seal differs slightly in that each arm 
of Christ’s nimbus is decorated with a single pellet. See Lavra 1: pl. XLI, no. 41. A similar specimen 
is preserved at Dumbarton Oaks and is published in Grierson, “Byzantine Gold Bullae,” no. 6. It is 


republished in Zacos—Veglery, no. 96. See also the same author’s no. 97 (= Spink I, no. 1). 


85.2 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 58.106.492.— D. 30 mm. W. 21.35 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and a 
book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five 
pellets (+2). At l. and r.: IC-XC: I(qood)c¢ X(pi6t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a round dais, wearing a crown (surmounted by 
a cross?) and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist and decorated with five dots. 
He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Bor- 
der of dots. 
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anise AEC..-T.ROTANIATH 
[Nixn@op(@)] deo[x(0)t(y)] t[@] Botaviatn. 
On many of Nikephoros’s seals Christ’s head tends to be long and narrow. Here the head is rela- 


tively round and his visage is much softer than, for example, on nos. 85.1 and 85.4. 


85.3 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 58.106.645.— D. 31 mm. W. 21.42 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Bust of Christ bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and a 
book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of five 
pellets (°°). At 1. and r.: IC-..: I(nood)c¢ [X(p16t6)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a round dais, wearing a crown (surmounted 
by across?) and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. 
hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+N.... OPAGCILT-........ ATH 
N{uxnelop(@) deon(0)t(y) [t@ Botavijatn. 


85.4 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 58.106.646.— D. 32 mm. W. 22.65 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar seal, with the same inscription identifying the emperor, see Likhachev, Molivdo- 
vuly, pl. LXXVIIL, no. 1. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consist- 
ing of five pellets (7-1), At 1. and r.: |IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a rectangular dais, wearing a crown (sur- 
mounted by a cross?) and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist and decorated with 
five dots. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 
+NIKHPOP.AECNOT.-..ROTANIAT. 

Niknop(@) deox0t(n) [tH] Botavict[n]. 
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85.5 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 55.1.4336.— D. 29 mm. W. 20.26 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consist- 
ing of five pellets (+), At]. and r.:1C-XC: ‘I(qo0b)c¢ X(pi0td)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over the 1. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the 
1. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
coe. =— TROT cissx 
[Nixnoop(@)] deonot(n) t@ Bot[avicty]. 

The decoration of the cover on the book which Christ holds is clearly visible. One can discern a 

row of two pellets above and below. In the center appears a pellet within a circle, as on our nos. 85.6 

and 85.8. On the loros draped over the emperor’s wrist are four dots, in contrast to the five dots that 

sometimes appear, as for example on no. 85.2, or on the tetarteron that we have illustrated above. 

Cf. no. 85.8 (seven dots). 


85.6 Nikephoros ITI (1078-81) 

Fogg 9.— D. 31 mn; field 27 mm. W. 20.92 g. 

Zacos—Veglery, no. 98a. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consist- 
ing of five pellets (1). At 1. and r.:|C-XC: I(no0d)¢ X(pi0td)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a round dais and wearing a crown and a loros, 
an end of which ts draped over the |. wrist and decorated with four dots. He holds a labarum in 
the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+NIKHPOP.AECNOT,.-TUROTANIAT. 

Nuxcn@op(@) deonot(n) © Botaviat[n]. 
The emperor's labarum seems to be decorated with a large pellet at 1. and at r. a column of two 


dots. 


85.7 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

Fogg 1679.— D. 32 mm; field 29 mm. W. 20.31 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in bless- 
ing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consist- 
ing of five pellets (*1). At 1. and r.:1C-XC: ‘I(no0b)¢ X(ptotd)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 


is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with five dots. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
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and a globus cruciger in the I. hand. The labarum is ornamented with five pellets (*:). Circular 
inscription. Border of dots. 

NIKH®OP.AECNO.-......NIATH 

Nixn@op(@) deond[t(y) tO Bota |viety. 


85.8 Nikephoros IIT (1078-81) 

Fogg 1680.— D. 31 mm. W. 15.94 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing 
and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting 
of five pellets (2). At l. and r.: IC-..: I(qo0b)¢ [X(ptotd)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and decorated with seven dots. He holds a labarum in the r. 
hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+NIKHPOPA.....-TOROTANIATH 
Nixngop(@) d[eonot(y)] t@ Botaviccty. 

The book Christ holds is decorated in the center with a bull’s-eye. This same type of ornament 
is found on no. 85.11. The emperor’s face is exceptionally large and long. The representation is on 


the whole guite crude. 


85.9 Nikephoros II (1078-81) 

Fogg 1681.— D. 31 mm. W. 24.44 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing 
and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting 
of five pellets (22). At 1. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(piotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a square dais, wearing a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+NIKH?OP.AECILT.-.YROTANIATH 
Nixnop(@) deon(0)t(n) [t]@ Botavicetn. 
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85.10 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

Fogg 1682.— D. 32 mm. W. 20.53 g. Rusted. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing 
and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting 
of five pellets (::). At]. and r.: ..-XC: ["I(qo0d)c] X(piot0)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown (surmounted by a 
cross?) and a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

IKAHPOP.A.....- TOROTANIATH 
[N]ucnop(@) d[eon0t(n)] t©@ Botavictn. 


85.11 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

Fogg 1683.— D. 33 mm. W. 21.02 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of Christ lightly bearded, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing 
and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting 
of five pellets (2). At l. and r.: |C-X.: "I(no000)¢ X(p16t6)[c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a round dais, wearing a crown surmounted by 
across and a loros, an end of which is draped over the I. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
and a globus cruciger in the 1. hand. The cross surmounting the globus is off-center to the r. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription visible at r. Border of dots. 

Sapabaniesenss -TWROTANIATH 
[Nikngdp(@) Seox6t(n)] TO Botavictn. 


The cover of the book Christ holds is decorated with a bull’s-eye in center. 


85.12 Nikephoros III (1078-81) 

DO 58.106.648.— D. 31 mm. W. 20.09 g. 

Unpublished. For a parallel specimen see, with bibliography, Speck—Sode, Berlin II, no. 183. 

Oby. Bust of Christ with a large face and lightly bearded. He wears a tunic and himation and holds 
the r. hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. The book cover is decorated with three rows of 
pellets; each row consists of three pellets. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of five pellets (::). Atl. and r.: IC-XC: I(qo0d)¢ X(ptot6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Nikephoros III standing to front on a rectangular dais, wearing a crown and a 
loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum with an X 
along the upright shaft and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. The cross surmounting the globus is 
composed of four pellets. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+NIKHPOPOC-RACIAEVC.ROTAN 
Nixknodpos Baotrevs [0] Botav(t&tN¢). 


On the Berlin specimen the emperor’s name can be easily read. 
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86. NIKEPHOROS MELISSENOS 


Nikephoros revolted against the rule of Nikephoros III Botaneiates, and at Nicaea in late 1080 he as- 
sumed the title of emperor. His imperial pretensions are documented by surviving seals bearing the 
title “autokrator” and with a depiction of the owner wearing a crown, dressed in a loros, and holding 
symbols of rulership, namely a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. His as- 
sertion of imperial authority is further attested by a unique silver coin preserved in the collection of 
the Bibliotheque Nationale de France. The obverse bears a bust of the Virgin orans. On the reverse. 
appears an inscription of five lines reading OcotoKxe Boner Nixnoopa Seondty tO MeAronve. See 
BNC 2:58/X/AR/O1 (pl. 92). His revolt ended when he reached agreement with Alexios Komnenos 
on 4 April 1081, that he would abandon his claim to the throne in exchange for the title of caesar and 
for the receipt of certain revenues. He died in November of 1104. For the sources and a brief discus- 
sion of Nikephoros’s revolt see Cheynet, Pouvoir, no. 111. In addition to seals with the title “‘auto- 
krator” there are also seals bearing his name and the titles “despotes” and “caesar.” It is clear that 
the seal inscribed with the title “caesar” belongs to the period after he signed the truce with Alex- 
ios Komnenos and this specimen (DO 58.106.649) will be published in a future volume devoted to 
seals with family names. It is not always certain if seals bearing the title “despotes” belong to the 
period before or after 4 April 1081, and therefore some specimens have been assigned to a separate 


entry below. 


86.1 Nikephoros Melissenos (pretender: late 1080—-early 1081) 

DO 58.106.650.— D. 31 mm. W. 16.45 g. Double struck. Cracked along channel. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 100. Similar specimen: Zacos—Veglery, no. 99. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the I. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration 
consisting of one pellet. Visible at 1.: iC. Border of dots. 

Rev. Nikephoros Melissenos standing to front, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped over the 
1. wrist and decorated with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (poorly imprinted) and in 
the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription visible at |. Border of dots. 
NOT.PWMAIWVNOMEAICHNO, 

[Nixngopos deo]n0t(1¢) ‘Popatwv 6 MeAronvo(c). 

Zacos and Veglery have read the inscription identifying Nikephoros Melissenos as K.AT.PW- 
MAIWNOMEAICHNO.. Here they may be influenced by the reading on their seal no. 99. In any 
event the second letter at the beginning of the inscription on our seal no. 86.1 seems to be round, 
rather than vertical. On Zacos—Veglery, no. 99, one can clearly discern the title autocrator of the 
Romaioi. It is also clear on their seal that Nikephoros is wearing a crown with pendilia. On our 
seal Nikephoros appears, as the result of a double strike, to be holding a globus cruciger in both 
the r. hand and the |. hand. There are also distinct traces on the first, hesitant strike of a crown with 


pendilia. 
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87. NIKEPHOROS MELISSENOS 


87.1. Nikephoros Melissenos (despotes: late 1080-early 1081? or April 1081-November 1104?) 

DO 58.106.651.— D. 26 mm; field 19 mm. W. 12.25 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 2699d. 

Obyv. Bust of the Virgin Nikopoios (“bringer of victory”) wearing a chiton and maphorion and hold- 
ing a medallion of Christ before her. Sigla: (P-OV: M(jtM)p O(eo)d. Circular inscription, be- 
ginning at 9:30: +OK ERO-HOE!. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of Despotes Nikephoros with a mustache, beard, and curly hair; he 
wears a hat with a jeweled band shaped like an upside-down pot and is dressed in a chlamys. 
He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand and seemingly the |. hand under the chlamys. Circular 
inscription beginning at 10 o'clock. Border of dots. 

NIKHPOP.AECNOT,. TOME 

O(eotd)Ke PonGer Nukngop(m) Seonot(T}) to Me(Atonva). 

Admittedly, since Nikephoros is not shown wearing a crown, but in the regalia of a caesar, it 
is possible that this piece is to be assigned, as Zacos and Veglery have argued (Zacos—Veglery, no. 
2699), to a period after Nikephoros had negotiated terms of peace with Alexios Komnenos. The 
only reason for hesitation is the fact that the seal uses the same title as the one that appears on Nike- 


phoros’s two-thirds miliaresion. Their assertion that Nikephoros has “a bald head” is incorrect. 


$7.2. Nikephoros Melissenos (despotes: late 1080-early 1081? or April 1081—November 1104?) 

DO 58.106.652.— D. 22 mm. W. 10.90 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding a medallion of Christ be- 
fore her. Sigla: 4P-OV: Mf(t)p O(eo)d. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at 9:30: 
+OKERO-..... Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Despotes Nikephoros with a mustache, beard, and shaggy hair; 
he wears a hat with a jeweled band shaped like an upside-down pot and is dressed in a chlamys 
ornamented with a large tablion. He holds a globus cruciger (*?) in the r. hand and seemingly the 
1. hand under the chlamys. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
spicecee ECMOT.TOM. 

O(eotd)Ke Bo[jOer Nuxnedp(m) djeondt(y) to M[e(Atonve)]. 


87.3. Nikephoros Melissenos (despotes: late 1080-early 1081? or April 1081—-November 1104?) 

DO 58.106.653.— D. 22 mm. W. 10.90 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding a medallion of Christ before 
her. Sigla visible at 1.: MP-..: MA(t™)p [O(e0)d]. Remains of a circular inscription beginning at 
9:30: +OKERO-..... Border of dots. 
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Rev. Halt-length representation of Despotes Nikephoros with a slight beard and long hair; he wears 
a hat shaped like an upside-down pot and is dressed in a chlamys ornamented with a large tab- 
lion. He holds a globus cruciger (?) in the r. hand and seemingly the |. hand under the chlamys. 
Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
iayanesn AECNOTHTME 
O(eotd)Ke Bo[Per Nixnodp(@)] deonoty (@) Me(Atonve). 


$7.4. Nikephoros Melissenos (despotes: late 1080-early 1081? or April 1081—-November 

1104?) 

DO 58.106.5425.— 21 mm. W. 9.62 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 2699a. 

Obv. Bust of the Virgin wearing a chiton and maphorion and holding a medallion of Christ be- 
fore her. Sigla visible at l.: 4#P-OV: Mf(ty)p O(e0)d. Circular inscription beginning at 9:30: 
+OKERO-HOE!. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Despotes Nikephoros with long hair and wearing a simple circlet 
(?) and a chlamys ornamented with a large tablion. He holds a globus cruciger in the r. hand 
and seemingly the |. hand under the chlamys. Circular inscription beginning at 9 o’clock. Bor- 
der of dots. 

NIKHPOPU-AECILTTOMEA 

O(eotd)Ke BorBer Nixn@dpa deon(6)t(n) © MeA(ionva). 

On the preceding seal, Nikephoros’s head covering is much higher than on this specimen. He 
may not be wearing a cap. See Hendy’s remarks about the dress of caesars in DOC 4.1: p. 166 and 


note 95, 
$8. ALEXIOS I 


The seals of Alexios | Komnenos exhibit a certain regularity: Christ enthroned on one side and on 
the other side the emperor standing to front, wearing a loros and holding a labarum in the r. hand 
and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. One cannot say that the figure style on coins, or for that mat- 
ter iconographic details, parallel closely what we find on seals, except in the case of the rare tran- 
sitional emissions of 1081/82. For example, in the case of DOC 4.2: (T1a.1) (pl. 1), we find on the 
obverse Christ enthroned and on the reverse a representation of Alexios standing to front, wearing a 
loros, as on our seals, and holding a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. On 
the obverse of the postreform coin that we have illustrated below Christ is shown seated on a back- 
less throne; on the reverse the emperor is portrayed wearing a chlamys and accompanied by the 


manus Dei in the upper r. field. We have chosen this coin for its contrast in figure style. On the coin 
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DOC 4.1:20a.3. 


the emperor’s body displays an exaggerated elongation, a feature that, as Zacos and Veglery have al- 


ready noted, is not usually found on seals. 


88.1 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.509.— D. 31 mm. W. 21.10 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. At I. and r.: IC-XC: I(no0b)¢ X(ptotd)c. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum 
and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+ANESIVAEC-.. THT UKOMNHNU 
AAetio deo[nxd]ty tO Kouvnve. 

A fairly extensive group of seals of this emperor have been found in Bulgaria. They are listed 
in Jordanov, “Melnitsa,” 24. A specimen also seems to have been found in Hungary. See Chotza- 
koglu, “Bleisiegel aus Ungarn,” 63, no. 5. Alexios’s gold seals exhibit much the same design as his 
lead seals. See, for example, Grierson, “Byzantine Gold Bullae,’ 251 (= Zacos—Veglery, no. 101), 
and Lavra |: pl. LI, no. 50/V. 


88.2 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.518.— D. 28 mm. W. 19.30 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. No epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is over the |. wrist and is decorated with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum 


and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. No epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 
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88.3 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.524.— D. 32 mm. W. 19.09 g. Corroded and chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Faint outline of Christ seated on a high-back throne. Visible at r.: XC. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription visible at ]. Border of dots. 
+AANEZIVAE... 


Adg&io delonoty TO Kouvnve?]. 


88.4 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.611.— D. 31 mm.; field 28 mm. W. 21.82 g. High relief. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 102b. For a similar specimen, but from a different boulloterion; see Jordanov, “Mel- 
nitsa,” 24, no. 2. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne. The upper portion is decorated at |. and r. with pellets set 
within serpentine columns. He wears a tunic and himation and holds the r. hand in blessing and 
a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of one pellet. At 1. and r.: |C-XC: I(noo0b)c¢ X(p1016)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, one end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and decorated with six dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum 
and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+AAESIVA-NOTTUKOMNAN. 
Aretio d(eo)not(n) to Kouvnv(@). 
The emperor’s name seems to involve a ligature of N and H. The emperor’s face is much longer 

and fuller than on no. 88.2. 


88.5 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.612.— D. 31 mm; field 28 mm. W. 21.26 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. No epigra- 
phy visible. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios | bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over his |. wrist and is decorated with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum 
and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+A......-MOT TWKOMNAN, 

A[AeEtw 5(e0)|z0t(n) tO Kopvyv(@). 
Christ is depicted on this specimen with a small, round face. 
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88.6 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.613.— D. 30 mm; field 26 mm. W. 19.86 g. Cup-shaped. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen, bearing the same inscription on the reverse, see Seibt, Bleisiegel, 
no. 27. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. At 1. and r.: ..-XC: [I(yo0b)c] X(pi0td)cs. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with six dots. He holds in the r. hand 
a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border 
of dots. 
+AA..IQD4..-MOT. TOR OMNANYW 
AX[eE]t@ S[eo]xot(n) © Kopvynve. 

Christ is seen here in perspective. Note that one sees at r. two legs of his throne. See also no. 

88.24. 


$8.7 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.616.— 29 x 27 mm. W. 15.81 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 102d. For a similar seal, with ligatures in the inscription identifying the emperor, see 
Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LX XVIII, no. 2. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r.: 
.C-XC: ['I(na0b)]¢ X(ptotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with five pellets. He holds in the r. hand a 
labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of 
dots. 
+MAESIVAEC-NOTTUKOMH\ 

AAetio deonot(y) TO Konvyv(o). 

The initial letter of the identifying inscription on the reverse looks like N. The concluding 
portion is problematic. Although the details are singular, the specimen must nonetheless have be- 
longed to Alexios I, since seals of Alexios II and Alexios III are quite different in iconography and 


titulature. 


88.8 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.617.— 27 x 25 mm. W. 13.79 g. Cut along the side. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Christ.seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at r.: X.: ['I(yo0d)c] 
X(p10t6)[c]. Border of dots. 
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Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end. 
of which is draped over the |. wrist (not visible). He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 1. 
hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 
+AAENIVA 
AdeSio d[eonot(n) . . .]. 

The inscription identifying the emperor begins with a deformed alpha, that looks like A. 


88.9 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.618.— D. 31 mm. W. 20.70 g. Gouged. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 
1.2 IC: I(yo0b)c¢ [X(p16t6)c]. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with four dots. He holds in the r. hand a 
labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of 
dots. 
+AAE2.....-MOT..KOMNHNW 
AAeEliw deo]x0t(n) [tH] Kopvnva. 


The globus is uncommonly large. 


88.10 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.619.— D. 26 mm. W. 9.36 g. Chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. No sigla visible. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I standing to front on a dais, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped 
over the |. wrist and is decorated with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 
|. hand a globus cruciger. Partial remains of a circular inscription at 1. Border of dots. 
+ANES....- eee M.n.. 

AAeE[tw Seondt(n) tO] K[o]ulvnva]. 
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88.11 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.626.— D. 35 mm. W. 23.84 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the I. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is 
ornamented with a decoration consisting of one pellet. At I. and r.: |C-XC: ‘I(qo00)¢ X(piotd)c. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 


cruciger. Partial remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 


[AAeEia] de[orot(n)] t(@) Koluvnvo]. 
The seal might belong to Michael Doukas. In this case the section of the identifying inscription 


that we have read as T.KO should be interpreted as T.K: [ad]t(0)k[p(&)t(@p)]. See also no. 88.13. 


$8.12 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.491.— D. 30 mm. W. 11.30 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the 1. hand. Instead of the usual oblong face, Christ’s visage is here more 
like a full moon. The decoration on the back portion of the throne consists of seven pellets at I. 
and r. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 1.:|C. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with four pellets. He holds in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
iaphenenad -... T TORKOMNHNY 
[AAeEto Seono|t(n) T@ Kopvyva. 

The number of pellets set in a vertical line along the |. and r. sides of the throne’s back varies. 


Here the number is seven, as on no. 88.15. On, for example, nos. 88.5 and 88.6 the number is six. 


88.13 Alexios I (1081-1118) 
DO 58.106.647.— D. 35 mm. W. 37.75 g. Heavily corroded. 
Unpublished. 
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Obvy. Faint outline of Christ seated on a high-back throne, holding the r. hand in blessing and a book 
in the |. hand. Visible at 1.: 1. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. 


No legible epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 


$8.14 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4337.— D. 28 mm. W. 19.21 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ with a moderately long beard is shown seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic 
and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a 
dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. At 1. 
and r.:IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(piotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with seven pellets. From the bottom hang 
three tassels. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 1. hand a globus cruciger. Circular in- 
scription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+AAESIVAGC-NOTT.KOMN.NO 
AAcfio Seonot(n) t[@] Kouv[n]vo. 


88.15 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4338.— D. 32 mm. W. 18.99 g. Holed at top. 

Unpublished. 

Obv. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r:: 
IC-..: I(nood)¢ [X(p1616)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 1. hand a globus 
cruciger. The cross atop the globus is uncommonly tall. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
an A€C-NO-T.TUKOM 
[AAeEiw] deonot(y) © Kou(vnve). Border of dots. 


The arms of Christ’s nimbus do not appear to contain any decoration. 


88.16 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4339.— D. 29 mm. W. 20.63 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne. There are eight tightly fitted pellets set in a vertical line 
along each side of the throne’s back. He wears a tunic and himation and holds the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r.: 


IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptotd)c. Border of dots. 


164 


88 ALEXIOS I 





Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with six dots. He holds in the r. hand 
a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border 
of dots. 
+tANESIVAE.-...00000 NY 
Adeéio delondt(n) TH Konv|nve. 


88.17 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4340.— D. 32 mm. W. 20.27 g. Deep break on obv. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ with long hair combed outward along the |. side is shown seated on a high-back throne, 
wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. His 
feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of one 
pellet. At l. and r.: ..-XC: [I(jo000)¢] X(piotd6)¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown with a cross and a 
loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with six pellets. He holds in 
the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+ANESIVAEC-NOT.T........ 

AAe€iw Seonot(n) 1[@ Kouvynve). 


88.18 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4341.— D. 32 mm. W. 16.30 g. Chipped. Punch in center (obv.). 

Unpublished. | 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book (partially destroyed) in the |. hand. Visible at r.: XC: ['I(yo0b)c¢] X(pi0td)c. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist. The emperor 1s depicted with heavy features. He holds 
in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 
7:30. Border of dots. 
+tAAEZIVAE.-..T.TUROMNANY 


AAe&im de[on0]t(n) t@ Kouvyva. 
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88.19 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4342,— D. 32 mm. W. 17.20 g. Chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. No epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the ]. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 


Lt = Lt * 


Adg&[t@ deo]not(n) T@ [Konvnvel. 


$8.20 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4343.—D. 31 mm. W. 15.77 g. Bent and chipped. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the 1. hand. Visible at L.: IC: I(na0b)¢ [X(pt0t6)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I is shown with a disproportionately large head. He is bearded and stand- 
ing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist 
and is decorated with six dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (partially imprinted) and in the 
1. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription visible at r. Border of dots. 
vevesseeel OT TOKOMNAN. 

[AAcEtw Seo]not(n) 16 Kouvnv[o]. 


88.21 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4344.— D. 34 mm. W. 13.55 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding a book in the 1. 
hand. Visible at r.: XC: [I(noo0d)c] X(piotd)¢. Border of dots. 





Rev. The emperor Alexios I is represented with the same heavy features noted on our no. 88.18. He 
stands to front on a dais and wears a crown and a loros. He holds in the r. hand a labarum. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription visible at |. Border of dots. 

FANE ZIVD EC... eres 
Aretio deo[r01(n) 1(@) Kouvnvel]. 
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88.22 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4345.— D. 34 mm. W. 12.46 g. Large portion of lower half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne. He has a nimbus cruciger. No epigraphy or border visible. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the I. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. 
Remains of a circular inscription at r. No visible border. 
MoT 


88.23 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4346.— D. 29 mm. W. 16.61 g. Worn. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. At 1]. and r.: 
.C-XC: ['I(na0b)]¢ X(piotd)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios | bearded standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (partially visible) and in the 1. hand 
a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription at |. No visible border. 
etc os 
The shape of Christ’s dais is deformed. 


88.24 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1684.— D. 32 mm; field 28 mm. W. 24.71 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 


blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
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contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. As on nos. 88.6 and 88.25 we see two legs of 
Christ’s throne at r. At 1. and r.: |C-XC: I(nood)¢ X(ptotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
tAAGCNINAEC-M10....0.... 

AAg&iw Seono[t(y) tO KJo[uvnv(@)]. 


Despite similarities our nos. 88.6, 88.24, and 88.25 are not parallel specimens. 


88.25 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1685.— D. 32 mm. W. 23.13 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. At 1. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(qoo0b)¢ X(p16t0)c. Border 
of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown (with a cross?) and 
a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 
|. hand an uncommonly large globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border 
of dots. 
+ANE=INAEC-NOT.TOKO..... 

AAeCiw Seonot(n) t@ Ko[tevyva]. 


88.26 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1686.— 30 x 26 mm. W. 17.91 g. Clipped. Rusted. Double struck. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. No epigraphy or 
border visible. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I is represented with the same disproportionately large head as on no. 
88.20. He is shown bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 

AAESIVA-NOTH.......0- 
Adcéio d(eo)noty [t@ Kopvnvo). 
The blank is unusually thick. The sides and bottom have been clipped with a pair of heavy 


shears. 
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88.27 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1687.— D. 32 mm. W. 19.76 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm 
contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. Visible at L.: IC-..: I(nood)c¢ [X(p1616)c]. Bor- 
der of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with six dots. From the edge hang three tas- 
sels. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (partially imprinted) and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. 
Remains of a circular inscription visible at r. Border of dots. 


iusianaane -NOT.TUKOMNHNO®) 
[AAcEia Seo]n0t(y) © Kouvyve. 


88.28 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1688.— D. 31 mm.,; field 29 mm. W. 21.61 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 
1.2 IC-..: I(Moo0b)¢ [X(ptotd)c]. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (partially imprinted) and 
in the |. hand a globus surmounted by a thick cross. Remains of a circular inscription visible at 
r. Border of dots. 
eee wees -NOT.TOK.MNHNO® 
[AAeSio deo]x01(n) 1 K[o]uvnve. 


88.29 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1689.— D. 32 mm; field 28 mm. W. 20.75 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Inscription 
at 1. and r.: IC-XC: I(nood)c¢ X(p10t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a 
globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+AAGZI()..C-NOT.TUKOMNHNU 
AdeEio [delonot(n) tO Kopvyva. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


88.30 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1690.— D. 32 mm. W. 19.87 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 27c. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; each 
arm contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. Inscription at 1. and r.: IC-XC: "I(nood)c¢ 
X(pioto)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown with a cross and a 
loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 1. 
hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 

— A€.-NOT.TUKOM.... 
[AAeSio) de[o]x0t(n) 6 Kou[vnvo). 


88.31 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1691.— D. 32 mm. W. 21.00 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 
l.:1C: I(qood)c¢ [X(ptotd)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with six pellets. He holds in the r. hand a 
labarum (largely obliterated) and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscrip- 
tion. Border of dots. 


wate IWAE.-NOT..UKOMNANY 
[AAeé]io de[o]x0t(y) [t]@ Konvyve. 


88.32 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

Fogg 1692.— D. 29 mm. W. 6.36 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne and holding the r. hand in blessing. He has a nimbus cru- 
ciger. Visible at 1.:|C. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a loros, an end of which is 
draped over the |. wrist and is decorated with four dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (not 
visible) and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscripion at r. Border of 
dots. 

[AAcEtw Seonotn] tH K[o]uvnva. 
The specimen differs from most others in our series in that it displays a small field with rela- 
tively diminutive figures. Note the use of ligatures in the spelling of the emperor’s name, an indica- 


tion perhaps that the specimen dates from the late years of Alexios’s reign. 
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88 ALEXIOS I 


$8.33 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 47.2.345.— D. 30 mm. W. 18.73 g. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration 
consisting of one dot. Visible at 1.:|C. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown with a cross and a 
loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the 1. 
hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 
AGSIVAEC-.OTT....... 

[AJAegiw deo[x]ot(n) 1(@) [Konvyva]. 


88.34 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 47.2.346.— D. 28 mm. W. 15.47 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. No epigraphy visible. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a 
globus cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+AAESIVA.-CNOT.T.K...HNU 
AdeSiw d(e)on01(n) 11) K[ouv]yve. 


88.35 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.497.— D. 20 mm.; field 16 mm. W. 4.16 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 102e. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. At I. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)c 
X(pioto)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end 
of which is draped over his |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+AANESIQO-AECILT. TOK, 

AAeSio deor(0)t(n) To K(ouvnva). 

Apart from the dimensions of the diameter, the specimen contrasts with others in our series with 
regard to the simplicity of Christ’s throne and the lettering of the inscription identifying the emperor. 
There appear to be no dots on the loros draped over the |. wrist. A seal of similar size is published 
by Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 27b. 
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$8.36 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 58.106.510.— D. 24 mm. W. 8.62 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby., Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the I. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus. Inscription at |. and 
ri ..-XC: ['I(qo0b)c] X(pi0t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Alexios I bearded standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros. He 
holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger (lightly imprinted). Circular 


inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
Ad[eét]@ S[eorx]d[t(y) 6 Kopvynve]. 


88.37 Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 47.2.344,— D, 2] mm. W. 7.64 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the 1. hand. His feet rest on a dais. Inscription visible at |.: |C. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. The emperor Alexios I standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which 
is draped over the 1. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. 
Circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 
+tANEZIVAEC-.....KOMNANY 


-_ #¢+ &£ ££ & # 


AAe&io deo[not(n) t(@)] Kouvnve. 


88.38 Alexios I (1081-1118)? 

DO 47.2.347.— D. 33 mm. W. 17.27 g. Corroded and holed. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus. No epigraphy or 
border visible. 

Rev. A crude depiction of the emperor (Alexios I?). He is shown with a heavy face standing to front 
on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. wrist and is deco- 
rated with four pellets. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. 
Remains of a circular inscription visible at upper r. Border of dots. 
$A IT ees 
AlAe&tw deorjot(n) [t(@) Kopvnve). 

On the reverse one seems to see at 7:30 a circular inscription beginning with the letter A. 
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89 EIRENE DOUKAINA 


89. EIRENE DOUKAINA 


Eirene Doukaina was the eldest daughter of Andronikos Doukas. She was born in 1066, married 
Alexios I Komnenos in 1077, and, following Alexios’s death in 1118, became a nun. She died ca. 
L133; 


89.1 Eirene Doukaina, wife of Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4348.— D. 24 mm. W. 7.98 g. Crack along channel (rev.). Seemingly double struck. Blank too small 
for dies. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 103b. For a parallel specimen see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 28. 

Oby. Half-length representation of Christ bearded, wearing a tunic and himation. He holds the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of one pellet. Remains of a circular inscription: H@€l. Visible at r.: XC: 
['I(noo0d)c] X(pi6t6)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Eirene wearing a crown with triangular ornaments and three pen- 
dilia. She wears a loros and holds a scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger (only the cross is 
visible) in the |. hand. On the Vienna specimen one can see that she has an oblong, fleshy face. 
Remains of a circular inscription, beginning at 7:30. Border of dots. 

CIPI W siccceetsencanss 
[K(dpve Bo]nGer Eipnvy abd[yovotyn th AovKaivy]. 
Firene 1s depicted on a rare aspron trachy nomisma of Constantinople (see DOC 4.1:21 [pl. 4]). 

She is represented with her husband on the reverse. She wears a crown with triangular ornaments 

and a loros. The imperial couple hold between them a patriarchal cross on a ball. In the identifying 


legend accompanying the two figures she is called augousta. No family name appears. 


89.2 Eirene Doukaina, wife of Alexios I (1081-1118) 

DO 55.1.4349.— D. 24 mm. W. 19.97 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 103a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of a bearded Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a deco- 
ration consisting of one pellet. At 1. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(noob)¢ X(ptotd)¢. Remains of a circular 
inscription. OHO€!. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Eirene wearing a crown with triangular ornaments and triple pen- 
dilia and a loros. She holds a scepter in ther. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Remains 
of a circular inscription. Border of dots. 

JPHNHAVEY.THTHAYK AINH 
[K(dpve BlonGer [Elipnvyn adyov[c]ty ti AovKaivn. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


90. EIRENE AUGOUSTA 


90.1 Eirene (Doukaina?) augousta (XII c.) 

DO 58.106.490.— 35 x 33 mm. W. 21.70 g. Overstruck. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 105 (unattributed). 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. At 1. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(nood)c¢ 
X(ptot6)¢. Remains of a circular inscription at l.: O€M: ‘O Euf[ucvovnA]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Half-length representation of Eirene wearing a crown with triangular projections and double 
pendilia. Her dress features a jeweled collar and circular shoulder ornaments. She holds a scep- 
ter terminating in a leaved ornament in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular 
inscription. Border of dots. » 
+EIPHNHAV-PSTA 
Eiptvn avyovota. 

The empress may be the wife of Alexios Komnenos (rejected by Seibt, Bleisiegel, 106), John I, 
or Manuel I. The somewhat archaic scepter that she holds favors an attribution to Alexios Komne- 
nos’s wife, but for epigraphic reasons this identification is to be excluded. See discussion below. 
The empress represented on the next seal, whom we are inclined to identify as the wife of John IT, 
holds a similar scepter. One reviewer has expressed a preference for identification of the empress on 
no. 90.1 with the wife of Manuel I. One could justify an ascription to Manuel I’s wife based on the 
consideration that on Manuel’s seals the siglalC-XC appear in conjunction with the epithet 0|€M| 
MA-N&S|HA. On the other hand the manner in which Christ is depicted on Manuel I’s seals is quite 
different from what we find here. 

On the reverse, partially in the field at lower right, one sees what can best be described as a coun- 
termark. Within a dot border can be discerned a bust holding the right arm aloft. To the right of the 


head appears the letter P; above this letter, as part of a circular inscription, can be seen the letter T. 


90.2 Eirene augousta (wife of John II, 1118-437) 

Fogg 43.— D. 30 mm; field 24 mm. W. 20.56 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 106. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais, the border of which is ornamented 
with pellets. He has a nimbus cruciger, At |. and r.: IC-XC: ‘I(noob)c X(piotd)c. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. Eirene standing to front on a dais, wearing a high crown and a loros ornamented with a device 
in the shape of a triangular shield. She holds the r. hand before her and a scepter terminating in a 
trefoil ornament in the |. hand. Inscription in two columns (with accent marks). Border of dots. 
Ei|PHINH|HEV|CE-RETAT.AV|P3|F. 


Eipyvy n evoeBeotat(n) avyovet(a). 
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91 JOHN I 


Based on the form of the ligature of O and V (%), nos. 90.1—2 must date after the 1130s, and 
so we may eliminate an attribution to the wife of Alexios Komnenos. Zacos and Veglery preferred 
an attribution to the wife of John IL. One reason is that on a mosaic in Hagia Sophia this empress is 


shown with an inscription that is identical to the one on this seal. 


91. JOHN I 


On seals John II Komnenos is regularly referred to as “born in the purple” (porphyrogennétos in 
the dative case). This same title appears on issues of the aspron trachy nomisma and the tetarteron 
noummion. On the latter, specifically Hendy’s type A, we find on the obverse Christ standing to 
front and on the reverse the emperor standing, wearing a loros “of simplified type” and holding 
in the r. hand a cross-topped scepter and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. John is accompanied by 
an inscription that names him and honors him with the titles despotes and porphyrogennétos (in 
the dative case). We note that no coin has exactly the same combination of regalia as found on our 


seals. 





DOC 4.1:12a.6 (AE, pl. 10). 


91.1 John IT (1118-43) 

Fogg 1693.— 40 mm x 32 mm. W. 16.52 g. Fragmentary. 

Unpublished. Two similar specimens are published in Zacos—Veglery, nos. 104a and 104b. 

Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a chiton and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. 
Visible at 1.: IC: I(mood)c [X(pt616)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. An emperor standing to front on a dais ornamented with dots. He wears a crown and a loros, an 
end of which is draped over the |. wrist and decorated with six pellets. He holds in the r. hand (a 
labarum?) and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription at r. 
seenesenes -—..PPVPOPENNHTW 
[Io(cvvn) deondt(n) TH rOo]|pevpoyevvhnta? 

We have attributed this specimen to John II since the inscription on the reverse is in the dative 
case, just as on the one specimen published by Zacos and Veglery (no. 104a) that preserves the em- 


peror’s name and title. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 





91.2 John IT (1118-43) 
DO 58.106.485.— D. 33 mm. W. 10.89 g. Cracked; corroded. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a high-back throne, holding a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus 
cruciger. At I. and r.: IC-X.: I(qo0d)¢ X(pi6t6)[¢]. Border of dots. 

Rey. John II standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. 
wrist. He holds in the r. hand (a labarum?) and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Circular inscrip- 
tion, beginning at 7 o’clock, visible at 1. Border of dots. 


+1WA..NOTTY 
‘lo(Gvvn) d[eo]x0t(n) tO [Roppvpoyevvyjt@]? 





91.3 John I (1118-43) 
DO 58.106.606.— D. 35 mm. W. 23.67 g. Two halves. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation. Details indis- 
tinct. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger. Border of dots. 

Rev. John Il standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. 
wrist. He holds in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border 
of dots. 
aghanenass -TONMOP#PV......ATO 


[Io(avvy) Sdeonoty] tO ropov[poyevv]jto. 
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91 JOHN II 





91.4 John II (1118-43) 

Fogg 1694.— D. 32 mm. W. 14.38 g. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. A bearded Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation. He holds the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; 
each arm contains a decoration consisting of one pellet. Border of dots. 

Rev. John II standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the I. 
wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum (only partially imprinted) and in the |. hand a globus 
cruciger. Circular inscription, beginning at 7 o’clock. Border of dots. 
IWAECNOTT-QlOPPYPOFE..... 

‘To(avvy) deonot(n) to Toppvpoyelvvyjto]. 


91.5 John IT (1118-43) 

Fogg 2782.— D. 27 mm. W. 8.88 g. Blank too small for dies. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Christ seated on a high-back throne (details indistinct). No visible border. 

Rey. John II standing to front, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped over his |. wrist. He holds 
in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger (weakly imprinted). Traces of a cir- 
cular inscription at |. No visible border. 


...cno... 
[lm(cavvn) delono[t(n) T© nopovpoyevvyAta@]? 


91.6 John I (1118-43) 

Fogg 1801.— D. 34 mm. W. 21.74 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne. Details unclear. Linear border. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


Rev. John II standing to front, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. wrist and deco- 
rated with four pellets. He holds in the |. hand a globus cruciger. Remains of a circular inscrip- 
tion at r. Border of dots. 

PVPOPENITO 
[Im(avvn) deonot(n) tO nop]ovpoyevita. 
The reverse seems to be double struck, possibly because one handle of the boulloterion was 


somewhat loose. 


91.7 John IT (1118-43) 
DO 47.2.352.— D. 27 mm. W. 6.63 g. Chipped and corroded. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation. He holds the r. hand in 
blessing and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais, the border of which is ornamented 
with pellets. Border of dots. 

Rev. John II standing to front on a dais, wearing a loros and holding in the r. hand a labarum (only 
partially visible). Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
face: ED 6 ane 


‘To(avvn) deonot(n) tO opevpolyevit[a]. 


91.8 John IT (1118-43)? 
DO 58.106.615.— D. 26 mm. W. 8.50 g. Blank too small for dies. 
Unpublished. 


Obyv. Faint outline of Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation. One can 
see that he holds a book, possibly open, in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. No epigraphy vis- 
ible. Border of dots. 

Rev. An emperor (John IT?) standing to front on a dais, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped 
over the l. wrist and is decorated with four pellets. He holds in the |. hand a large globus. Re- 


mains of a circular inscription at r. No epigraphy visible. Border of dots. 


92. ALEXIOS KOMNENOS 


92.1 Alexios Komnenos (XII c.) 

DO 47.2.348.— D. 37 mm.; field 27 mm. W. 49.90 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 106 bis. 

Obyv. In center, a half-length depiction of Christ, holding the r. hand 1n blessing and in the |. hand a 
book. At |. and r., inscription in two columns: O|€]M|.|.-N|&|H].: 6 Eu[uo}vovn[A]. A circular 
inscription, beginning at 10 o’clock, within a double border of dots: +|C +XC+KEROHOH. 
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93 MANUEL I 





Rev. Alexios Komnenos standing to front, wearing a crown and loros and holding a labarum in the 
r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. At |. and r. an inscription, L|K|O-M|N|H|N|Q, in two col- 
umns, accompanied by a circular inscription, beginning at 12 o’clock, between two borders of 
dots. 
+AAEZIVAECNOTHT WNOPPVPOlEMUMHTW 
‘I(nood)¢ X(pistd)¢. Kopie BonOn Aretio Seondty TH noppvpoyevvjto TO Kouvyve. 

Zacos and Veglery assigned this specimen to Alexios Komnenos, colleague and son of John I. 
Still, it is possible that it should be attributed to Alexios Komnenos (born 1168/69; died 1183), col- 
league and son of Manuel I. A reader has suggested quite reasonably that the presence of a circular 
inscription within a double border might indicate western influence and therefore a somewhat later 
date. 


93. MANUEL I 


On the seals of Manuel I Komnenos Christ is depicted in a highly distinctive manner. Unlike his pre- 
decessors Manuel chose to have Christ represented, as on gold coins, half-length and with a fleshy, 
hairless face. In both media Christ is shown blessing with the r. hand and holding a scroll in the 1. 
hand. In each arm of his nimbus appears a decoration (‘-:). The two genres differ in that on seals 
Christ is accompanied by the epithet Emmanouel; on gold coins his image is surrounded by a cir- 
cular inscription reading K(dpu)e BonGer. The reverses differ in the following details: on gold coins 
the manus Dei touches the top of the emperor’s head, and the emperor wears a chlamys and holds a 


globus cruciger in the |. hand. 





DOC 4.1:1a5 (4.2: pl. 11). See also BNC 2:61/Cp/AV/01-13 (pl. 97). 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


93.1 Manuel I (1143-80) 

DO 58.106.607.— D. 44 mm; field 32 mm. W. 47.70 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 107a and Oikonomides, Byzantine Lead Seals, 17, no, 49. The scroll that Christ holds 
is more clearly delineated on Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.9, Seyrig, no. 8, and Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 29b. Christ's 
face is better preserved on our nos. 93.1 and 93.3 than on the examples in Seibt-Zarnitz, Seyrig, and Seibt, 
Bleisiegl, no, 29a. 

Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm con- 
tains a decoration (21). At 1. and r.: IC-XC: I(noo0b)¢ X(p1016)c. Inscription in two columns: 
O|EM|MA-N&S|HA: 0 ’Euuavovna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Manuel] standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the I. 
wrist and decorated with seven pellets (the same number as on the seal published in Seyrig). 
He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Circular inscription, beginning 
at 6:30. Border of dots. 

MANSHAAECNOTHC-ONOPPVPOLENNHTOC 

MavovnA deanotns 0 nop@vpoyevvntos. 

Obverse: the letter H in the columnar inscription at right is carved like an. Reverse: note the 
form of the upsilon in the ligature 6. The upsilon is no longer shaped like a horseshoe. 

On the seal published in Seibt—Zarnitz the end of the loros draped over the emperor’s |. wrist 
has eight pellets. On the coin offered for comparison we note six pellets. 

A gold boulla of Manuel I is to be found in the archives of the Lavra monastery on Mount 

Athos. An illustration of the specimen may be conveniently consulted in Lavra |: pl. LXXX, no. 6. 

The obverse is decorated with a half-length depiction of Christ Emmanuel; on the obverse appears 


a representation of Emperor Manuel holding a labarum in the night hand. 


93.2 Manuel I (1143-80) 
DO 55.1.4351.— D. 41 mm. W. 28.67 g. One-quarter missing. 
Unpublished. | 


Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration (21). Visible at 1.: IC: I(nood)¢ [X(ptot6)c]. Inscription in two columns: 0|EM|MA: 
o Eupo[vovnA]. Border of dots. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the I. 
wrist, and holding an akakia in the |. hand. Traces of a circular inscription at r. Indeterminate 
border. 

..-TIOPPVPOTE... 
[Mavovna deorot(n¢) 0] moppupoyée[vvntos]. 
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93.3 Manuel I (1143-80) 

DO 55.1.4350.— D. 39 mm. W. 25.08 g. Scrape (rev.). 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 107b. For a similar seal see Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 29a. 

Obv. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm con- 
tains a decoration (11). At l. and r.: .C-XC: [’I(yood)]¢ X(pi6td)c. Inscription in two columns: 
O|.M|.A-N&|HA: 6 PE]u[pJavouna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the |. wrist and is decorated with seven pellets. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia 
in the |. hand. Circular inscription, beginning at 6:30. Border of dots. 
MAN..AAE...T.-OMNOP?VPOrENMIT, 

Mav[ovn]A de[ono]t(n¢) 0 oppvLpoyévvyt(Oc). 

Obverse: in this case the upsilon in the ligature of omicron and upsilon is in the shape of a 
horseshoe. Reverse: ligatures in the inscription identifying the emperor are also found on a similar, 
but not identical, seal published by Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXX VII, no. 7. The decoration of 
the central panel of the emperor’s costume is also found on the emperor’s bronze coinage, as for ex- 
ample DOC 4.1:15.31 (dated by Hendy to the period 1152—ca. 11607). 


93.4 Manuel I (1143-80) 
DO 58.106.501.— D. 31 mm. W. 13.17 g. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains 
a decoration (1). Visible at 1.: 1C: I(qc00)¢ [X(p16t6)c]. Inscription in two columns: 0|€M| 
MA-N.|H.: 0 Enpov[ov]n[A]. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front on a dais, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. wrist. 
He holds an akakia in the |. hand. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
Aescestauves - NOPPVPOTENNATOC 
[MavovnA deondt(N¢) 0] Topovpoyévvntos. 


93.5 Manuel I (1143-80) 
Fogg 1695.— D. 34 mm. W. 23.22 g. Two halves joined together in modern times. 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration (12). Visible at 1. and r.: IC-X.: I(nood)c¢ X(ptot6)[c]. Inscription in two columns: 
|EM|MA-N.|H.: [0] Eupow[Lov]n[A]. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which is draped 
over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Remains of a 


circular inscription. Border of dots. 
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so d MOT ROT PP anacnenasan 
[MavlovnA [dJeox6t(n¢) 6 n[o]pe[vpoyévvntoc]. 
One can clearly see that Manuel is wearing a crown surmounted by a cross, as in the case of 


Zacos—Veglery, no. 107c. 


93.6 Manuel I (1143-80) 

Fogg 1696.— D. 33 mm. W. 25.71 g. Blank too small for dies. It is questionable if there ever was a channel 
for suspension. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ wearing a tunic and himation. Details indis- 
tinct. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration (‘-:). Visible in column at r.: 
N&S|HA: [6 Eupo}|vovnA. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Virtually flat, but one can still see at 1. the remains of a circular inscription. Indeterminate 
border. 
ies AAECMOT ~..eeeeeeeeeee 
[Mavovn]A deon6t(Nc) [6 noppvpoyevntoc]. 


93.7 Manuel I (1143-80) 
DO 77.34.103.— D. 39 mm. W. 24.51 g. Double struck (obv.). 
Unpublished. 


Oby. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ. Details indistinct. Visible at 1.:|C. Inscription 
visible in column at |.: OJEM|MA: 6 Euuo[vovnA]. Indeterminate border. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front, wearing a loros, an end of which is draped over the r. wrist and the 1. 
wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand (only partially visible) and an akakia in the |. hand. Re- 
mains of a circular inscription at r. Border of dots. 
seceeevanees ~...PPVPOFENN.... 

[MavovnaA deorot(nc) [0 ro]pevpoyevv[ntoc]. 

On this specimen one can see distinctly that the cloth is draped over both the r. wrist and the 1. 
wrist; the material draped over the r. wrist is decorated with pellets. This same detail is to be found 
on Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.9. It could be that on our no. 93.3 an end of the emperor’s loros hangs sus- 


pended from the r. wrist. 
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93.8 Manuel I (1143-80) 

Fogg 1710.— D. 42 mm. W. 25.54 g. Fragment. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of one pellet. Border of dots. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which is draped 


over the |. wrist. Border of dots. 





93.9 Manuel I (1143-80) 

Fogg 2780.— D. 40 mm. W. 32.92 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. Faint outline of a half-length representation of Christ. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm con- 
tains a decoration consisting of one pellet. Visible at 1.: O|€.|MA: 0 E[u}ua[vounA]. No border 
visible. 

Rev. Manuel] standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the |. wrist and 1s decorated with six pellets. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in 
the |. hand. Remains of a circular inscription at upper |. Border of dots. 


»»-IIOTH... 
[Mavovna dec]}n0tn(c) [0 nopeupoyevvntoc]. 
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93.10 Manuel I (1143-80) 

Fogg 1697.— D. 33 mm. W. 23.94 g. Crack along channel running from 9 to 3 o’clock. Corroded. 

Unpublished. 

Obyv. Half-length representation of a beardless Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the 
r. hand in blessing and a scroll in the 1. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a 
decoration consisting of one pellet. At I. and r.: .C-XC: [‘I(qo00)]¢ X(p16t6)c. In columns at 1. 
and r.: O|.M|.A-N.|HA: 0 (E]p[pJoav[ov] A. Border of dots. 

Rev. Faint outline of Manuel standing to front, wearing a crown with cross and a loros, an end of 
which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the 1. hand. 
Partial remains of a circular inscription at r. Indeterminate border. 

ONOP?VP 
[Mavovna deorot(n¢)] 0 noppup[oyevvntoc]. 


93.11 Manuel I (1143-80) 
DO 55.1.4352.— D. 26 mm. W. 14.19 g. 
Unpublished. 


Obv. Bust of a beardless Christ wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing 
and a scroll in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting 
of one pellet. At 1. and r.: ..-XC: [I(qo0b)c] X(p1616)c. Inscription in two columns: .|.M].A- 
N&S|HA: [0’EJu[uJavovna. Border of dots. 

Rev. Manuel standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the 1. 
wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Traces of a circular in- 
scription at r. 

The upsilon in the ligature of omicron and upsilon (&) displays the later V shape. Note also the 


unusually small diameter of the dies. 
94. ALEXIOS II 


Alexios II Komnenos, born in 1169 and crowned co-emperor in 1171, succeeded his father, Manuel 
I, in 1180. His short, troubled reign ended in the autumn of 1183 when he was strangled follow- 
ing the elevation of Andronikos Komnenos, a cousin of Manuel I, to the position of co-emperor. No 


coins of Alexios IT appear to have survived. 


94.1 Alexios II (1180-83) 

DO 58.106.640.— D. 25 mm; field 21 mm. W. 15.57 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 108. 

Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a high-back throne, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in benediction and a book in the |. hand. His feet rest on a dais. He has a nimbus cruciger; 
each arm contains a decoration (:-?). To |. and r. of his head: |C-XC: "I(nood)¢ X(piotd)c. Along 
the circumference, beginning at 8 o’clock: KE-RO-H®El: K(dpie BonBer. Border of dots. 
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Rev. Alexios II standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over the I. 
wrist. He holds a labarum in r. hand and a globus cruciger in |. hand. Circular inscription, be- 
ginning at 6:30. Border of dots. 

AANEZIODMELAAUV-RACIAEITUNOPPVPOTENAT 

K(dpue BonGer AAcEiw peyarw Baoret 16 noppvpoyevnjt(a). 

Zacos and Veglery have noted that this seal can reasonably be attributed only to Alexios, the 
son of John II, or Alexios, the son of Manuel I. Their reason for attributing this seal to Manuel’s 
son, an argument that we find compelling, is that Alexios II Komnenos, is known to have been 
styled néyac BaotAedc in public acclamations. See Zacos—Veglery, pp. 98 and 1574. In their read- 
ing of the circular inscription on the reverse Zacos and Veglery neglected to print an omega after 


the first tau. 


95. ALEXIOS II 


The Dumbarton Oaks Collection does not contain an example of the seal of Alexios’s predeces- 
sor, Emperor Isaakios I] Angelos (1185-95). Such specimens are quite rare, but one is published 
in Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.10 and another in Jordanov, “Melnitsa,” 39, no. 29. On the obverse of the 
seals Christ is seated on a backless throne. On the reverse Isaakios is shown holding a cross scepter 
in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. At upper r. is seen, as on the specimen below, the manus 
Dei. The iconography of the seal of Isaakios and the seal of Alexios III] Angelos published below (as 


well as the seals of Manuel I) has a number of common features. 


95.1 Alexios III (1195-ca. 1197?) 

DO 58.106.614.— D. 40 m. W. 19.33 g. Two halves. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 109, 

Oby. A bearded Christ seated on a backless throne. His r. hand is visible in an attitude of blessing. 
To |. and r. of head: IC-XC: ‘I(noo0b)c¢ X(pi0t6)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. Alexios III standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros. He holds a labarum in the r. hand 
and a globus cruciger in the I. hand. In the upper field, at r., the manus Dei. Inscription in two 
columns. Border of dots. 

.|AE|SIOC|AEC|NO|TH|C-O|Ar|FEAo}. 
[A]Aeétoc deonotys 0 ‘AyyeAo[c]. 
In their description of the seal Zacos and Veglery fail to note the presence of the manus Dei. As 

Hendy notes (DOC 4.1:400-401) Alexios used the family name Angelos early in his reign, but later 


came to prefer the appellation Komnenos, the family name regularly appearing on his coins. 
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96. ALEXIOS III 


On his hyperpyron nomisma and aspron trachy nomisma Alexios III appears with St. Constantine. 
On the former nomisma the emperor holds an akakia in the r. hand and with the |. holds with the 
saint a patriarchal cross. On the latter the emperor and saint hold between them either a labarum or a 


globus cruciger. On coins, as on his seals, the emperor employs the family name Komnenos. 





DOC 4.1:1al (4.2: pl. 22). See also BNC 2:65/Cp/AV/01-02 (pl. 103). 


96.1 Alexios III (1195-1203) 

DO 58.106.608.— D. 43 mm; field 37 mm. W. 35.25 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 110b. 

Oby. St. Constantine standing to front on a dais, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros. He holds 
a long cross scepter in the r. hand. Visible at r.: KUN|.AN].IJNO|C: ['O Gy1o¢] Kov[ot]av[t]ivoc. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. Emperor Alexios III standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys. He holds a 
labarum in the r. hand. Traces of a circular inscription at L.: ......0CA.CI.T ... Linear border. 
[AAeEtloc b[e]on(0)t(yN¢) [0 Kouvnvoc]. 

Unlike prior emperors, who are depicted on seals wearing the traditional loros, Alexios II 
Komnenos is shown here wearing a chlamys, a garment denoting inferior rank. The loros is reserved 
to the sainted emperor, who appears on the obverse. On the coin selected for illustration St. Con- 
stantine is represented wearing a loros, while the emperor is depicted in a chlamys. But see DOC 


4,.1:2a3 (4.2: pl. 23), a coin on which both saint and emperor are shown wearing a loros. 


96.2 Alexios III (1195-1203) 

DO 58.106.609.— D. 43 mm; field 37 mm. W. 33.93 g. Double struck. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 1 10a. 

Oby. St. Constantine standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the |. arm. He holds in the r. hand a long cross scepter and in the |. hand an akakia. Inscription 
in two columns: @|KWN|TA|N-TI|N]OC: ‘O a@ytoc) Kmvotavtivoc. Border of dots. 

Rey. Alexios III standing to front, wearing a crown and loros, an end of which is draped over the r. 
and |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. In the upper field at 


r. appears the manus Dei. Circular inscription visible at 1. Border of dots. 
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AAESIOC 

AdéE1oc.. .? 

In the columnar inscription on the obverse omega and nu are in ligature. Zacos and Veglery 
maintain that the manus Dei appears at upper r. While admitting this possibility, we note that the 
heads of St. Constantine and the emperor appear to be imprinted twice, suggesting that the dies 


moved in the process of striking the seal blank. 


96.3 Alexios HT (1195-1203) 

DO 58.106.610.— D. 41 mm; field 37 mm. W. 34.05 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 110c. 

Oby. St. Constantine standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the I. arm. He holds in the r. hand a long cross scepter and in the |. hand an akakia. Inscription 
in two columns: 0|Al!|OC-KWN|TAN|TI[NOC: ‘O a@ytog K@votavtivoc. Border of dots. 

Rev. Alexios III standing to front, wearing a crown and chlamys and holding in the r. hand a labarum 
(only partially visible) and in the |. hand an akakia. Remains of a circular inscription at r. Bor- 
der of dots. 

... MNHNO 
[AAéEiocg Seondtn¢ O Ko]uvyjvo(c). 
At the end of the circular inscription on the reverse appears a small sigma in superscript. It may 


be a letter or a mark of abbreviation. 
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LATIN EMPERORS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 


97. HENRY OF FLANDERS 


Henry was the brother of Emperor Baldwin, who was captured in the battle of Adrianople in April of 
1205. Henry became emperor in August of 1206 and died in Thessalonike 20 August 1216. 


97.1 Henry of Flanders (1206-16) 

DO 58.106.636.— D. 47 mm; field 38 mm. W. 73.21 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 112a. The editors publish similar specimens under nos. 1 12b—d. See now the Namur ex- 
ample illustrated and discussed in Pontani, “Precisazioni,’ 380 (figs. 11 and 12) and 382; see also Schlum- 
berger, “Sceaux et bulles,” 90-92, and Sig. Orient Latin, 167-68. 

Obyv. The emperor enthroned on a sellion decorated with animal heads. He wears a crown and impe- 
rial garments and holds a cross-topped scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 

EPPIKOCDECNOTHO 

Rev. The emperor on horseback to right, wearing armor and holding a sword in the r. hand and a 

shield in the |. hand. Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 

HENRICD+ GRATIAIN PATORROIE 

"Eppixoc deorotne. 

Henric(us) D(e)i gratia inp(er)ator Ro(man)ie. 

In Schlumberger, “Sceaux et bulles,” pl. 2, no. 3, is reproduced a splendid example of Henry’s 
gold seal. One of Henry’s lead seals was found in Bulgaria in 1966 during excavations at Tsarevets. 

The specimen, which is preserved at the Historical Museum, Veliko Trnovo, has been republished 


and can be conveniently viewed in Gjuzelev, “Drei Bleisiegel,” 38-39. 


98. ROBERT OF COURTENAY 


Robert of Courtenay ascended the throne on 25 March 1221. Following a revolt of his barons in 
1227, he left Constantinople for Rome and during the return trip died in Euboia in early 1228. 


98.1 Robert of Courtenay (1221-28) 

Fogg 2938.— D. 45 mm; field 39 mm. W. 48.89 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 113b. For a similar seal see now the specimen published by Gjuzelev, “Drei Bleisiegel,” 
40-41. The seal was found in 1978 during excavations at Trnovo. It is part of the collection of the Histori- 
cal Museum, Veliko Trnovo. 

Obv. The emperor seated on a sellion. He wears a crown and imperial garments and holds a cross- 
topped scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription, between 


a double border of dots. 
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Rev. The emperor on horseback to right, wearing armor and holding a sword in the r. hand and a 
shield in the |. hand. Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 
ROB.TD+ GRA IMPATO R...ANIG 
‘PoBéptog deondtne. 
Rob(er)t(us) D(e)i gra(tia) imp(er)ator [RomJania (sic). 


98.2 Robert of Courtenay (1221-28) 

DO 55.1.4353.— D. 44 mm. W. 51.25 g. Two halves. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 1 13a. 

Oby. The emperor seated on a sellion decorated with animal heads. He wears a crown and imperial 
garments and holds a cross-topped scepter in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. 
Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 

POBEPTOC DECNOTHO 

Rev. The emperor on horseback to right, wearing armor and holding a sword in the r. hand and a 
shield in the |. hand. Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 
.ROB.T:Dt-GRA-IM.ATOR-ROMANI. 

‘PoBéptoc deondtn¢. 
Rob(er)t(us) D(e)i gra(tia) im[p(er)]ator Romani[a] (sic). 
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99. BALDWIN II 


Baldwin became emperor of Constantinople in June of 1240. Michael Palaiologos drove him from 
the capital in 1261. He fled to the West, where he died in 1272. 


99.1 Baldwin II (1240-61) 

DO 58.106.635.— D. 43 mm. W. 37.14 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar specimen found in 1962 in the central nave of a basilica at Kailuka (near Pleven), 
see now Gjuzelev, “Drei Bleisiegel,’ 42-43. Cf. Zacos—Veglery, no. 114a and Schlumberger, “Sceaux et 
bulles,” pl. 3, no. 4, and Sig. Orient Latin, 171-72. 

Oby. The emperor seated on a backless throne. He wears a crown and loros draped over the |. arm 
and holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. His feet rest on a foot- 
stool. Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 
BALDVITIVSDEIGRATIAIMPAT..RO......SE....4V 

Rev. The emperor on horseback to right, wearing armor and holding a scepter in the r. hand. Partial 
remains of a circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 

BAAAGINOC...TPAC 

Balduinus Dei gratia imp(er)at[or] Ro[maniae] se[{mp(er) au}gu(stus)? 

BaAdovivos [Seandtns Top@vpoyevvntos DAGV]tpac? 

This seal and the one following are very similar and may indeed be from the same boulloterion. 

The inscriptions are restored on this and the following specimen according to the legends appearing 

on the lead seal published by Schlumberger. One of the emperor's gold boullae is preserved at the 


British Museum. Another is published in Schlumberger, “Sceaux et bulles,” 95—96, pl. 3, no. 3. 


99.2 Baldwin II (1240-61) 

DO 55.1.4354.— D. 53 mm. W. 44.69 g. Three holes. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 114b. 

Oby. The emperor seated on a backless throne. He wears a crown with a cross, and a loros draped 
over the |. arm; he holds a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular 
inscription, between a double border of dots. 

BALDVITIVS DE..RATIAIMPATRO... 

Rev. The emperor on horseback to right, wearing armor and holding a cross-topped scepter in the r. 

hand. Circular inscription, between a double border of dots. 

BA ic jicienctie PVPOPFENH TOCPAANTPAC 

Balduinus De[i g]ratia imp(er)at(or) Ro[manie semp(er) augu(stus)]? 

Ba[Adovivog deanotns nop|@vpoyevvntos PAcvtpac. 

Hendy observes (DOC 4.1: p. 165 and note 87) that Baldwin’s cross-topped crown and loros 
conform more to Byzantine taste in imperial regalia and fashion than the crowns and dress of Henry 
and Robert. See also now for a discussion of dress and regal accoutrements of the Latin emperors 


C. Morrisson, “Sceaux et bulles des empereurs latins de Constantinople: l’assimilation de I’héritage 
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byzantin,” in /204, la quatriéme croisade: de Blois a Constantinople et éclats d’empires, ed. 


I. Villela-Petit (= Revue francaise d’héraldique et de sigillographie 73—75 [2003-5]}), 117-20. 


EMPIRE OF THESSALONIKE 
100. JOHN KOMNENOS DOUKAS 


100.1 John Komnenos Doukas (1240—42) 

DO 55.1.4356.— D. 43 mm. W. 35.53 g. Seemingly double struck. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 115 (obverse, different reading of columnar inscription), with references to two prior 
publications. The seal is illustrated in Oikonomides, Byzantine Lead Seals, no. 52, and C. Morrisson, “The 
Emperor, the Saint, and the City: Coinage and Money in Thessalonike from the Thirteenth to the Fifteenth 
Century,’ DOP 57 (2003): plate after p. 176, no. 15. 

Obv. Two figures standing to front: at |., the emperor wearing a crown and loros and holding a short 
labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand; at r., the larger figure of St. Demetrios wear- 
ing a cuirass, his r. hand placed on the emperor’s |. shoulder, his |. hand holding a square shield. 
To the left of the saint’s head appear the letters A-M: (0 Gytoc) A(n)uM)TptoG); in the back- 
ground are seen the crenellated walls of Thessalonike. In a column at |. can be discerned a few 
letters of an inscription identifying the emperor: .Q|.€]..|.T]H.: [T@(avvn¢) [d]elon0]tn[c). 
Border of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
+INE.|XPICTUTU|OEUNICTOC R[ACIAEVCKAIAV|TOKPATOPPU|MEUNKOMNH| 
NOCOAOVK|AC 
‘lo(cevvys) e[v] Xptot@ TO Oe niotoc Baotdeds Kai MVTOKPETOp ‘PaLEav 
Konvynvoc 6 AovKac. 

The inscription on the reverse is followed by a decoration resembling a colon. 

In addition to the type of seal published here, John also employed a seal of simpler design. The 
obverse bears a depiction of Christ standing, holding the r. hand in blessing; on the reverse appears 
a representation of John standing, holding a cross scepter in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. 
See Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.1.11. 
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EMPIRE OF NICAEA 


101. THEODORE KOMNENOS LASKARIS 


The entry below is accompanied by an illustration of an aspron trachy nomisma. Although the over- 
all design of the coin is quite different from Theodore’s seal, it is worthwhile to note that the coin, 
like the seal, incorporates a depiction of St. Theodore. On the obverse of the coin appear St. Theo- 
dore at |. and the Virgin at r. Between them is a shield; above is the manus Dei. On the reverse the 
emperor is seen at |. being crowned by Christ. The imperial figure wears a loros and holds a patri- 


archal cross on steps. 





DOC 4.2:1.1 (pl. 27). The emperor is identified as Theodore Komnenos Laskaris. 


101.1 Theodore Komnenos Laskaris (1208-22) 

DO 55.1.4355.— D. 43 mm. W. 26.23 g. Half missing. 

Unpublished. See Zacos—Veglery, no. 116, for a similar specimen. 

Oby. St. Theodore standing to front on a dais, wearing a military chlamys draped over the shoulder. 
He holds in the |. hand an oblong shield decorated in the center with the device of a snake. In 
column at r.: O|/TPA|TH|AA|THI|C: [O G@(ytoc) Oeddmpoc] 0 otpatnAatne. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a chlamys. He holds a labarum 
in the r. hand. Columnar inscription at |. Border of dots. 
©€O|AW|POC|AEC|NO|THC-..|...[...)...[..[... 

Oeddwpoc deondt¢ [Kouvnvoc 6 Acoxapic). 
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103 EIRENE KOMNENE 


102. JOHN HT DOUKAS 


Hendy has published a rare coin of John II] Doukas, ornamented on one side with a depiction of 
Christ standing on a dais, holding the r. hand in blessing and a book in the I. hand. He is accompa- 
nied by an epithet reading XAAKITH. See DOC 4.2:42.1 (pl. 33). 


102.1 John [If Doukas (1222-54) 

Fogg 1700.— D. 42 mm. W. 43.94 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 117 (with earlier bibliography). For two different types, see Zacos—Veglery, no. 118. 

Oby. Christ standing to front, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in blessing and 
in the |. hand a stylized book decorated with a cross. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm is 
decorated with a pellet in the center and two dots above and below. At I. and r. the siglalC-XC: 
I(q500)¢ X(pi0t6)c. Visible in a column at r.: KI| THC: [6 XaA]Kitnc. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor standing to front on a circular suppedion, wearing a crown and chlamys that ex- 
tends outward into a triangular design. He holds in the r. hand a short labarum and in the |. hand 
a globus cruciger. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
IW[AEC|NOT|HC-O|A,|..|.. 
‘Io(avvyc) Seonotys 6 AfovKac]. 
Zacos (Seals 2, no. 772) has edited the seal of a certain Aaron on which a standing figure of 


Christ is accompanied by vertical inscriptions identifying him as Incovc Xpiotos 6 XGAKItN<. 
103. EIRENE KOMNENE 


Eirene, who was the eldest daughter of Theodore I Laskaris, married John Doukas in 1212, when he 


held the title of protovestiarites. 


103.1 Eirene Komnene, wife of John III Doukas (1222-ca, 1239) 

DO 55.1.4363.— D. 35 mm. W. 40.86 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 119b. A similar specimen is published in Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.3.2, and in Likhachev, 
Molivdovuly, pl. LXXVIIL, no. 11. 

Oby. Christ standing to front on a circular dais, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand 
in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger; each arm contains a decoration 
consisting of a pellet in the center and two dots above and below. At |. and r. the siglaIC-..: 
I(nood)¢ [X(ptotd)c]. Inscription in two columns: O|AV-TP|W|TH|C: 6 Avtpwtic. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. The empress standing to front on an oval dais, wearing a high crown (probably what was then 
called the modiolos) and a loros ornamented with a shield design at bottom. She holds the r. 
hand before her and a scepter in the |. hand. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
HPEI|NHEVICERE|TATIH-AVIFOVITAIK.|M..|.. 

‘Hpetvy evoeBeotatn avyovota K[o]u{vyvi]. 
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I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


The epithet o Avtp@tyc, “The Redeemer,” is, to our knowledge, found only on seal specimens 
deriving from this empress’s boulloterion. On our specimen Eirene holds a scepter whose shaft is 
decorated with thick globules. The globules are thinner on the specimen published in Seibt—Zarnitz. 
On the specimen published by Likhachev one can see that the scepter terminates in a tripartite or- 
nament. On the Likhachev seal the empress’s family name is spelled KO-M-H-N. It is possible that 


this is the inscription that the die engraver intended to appear. 


THE PALAIOLOGAN RESTORATION 


104. MICHAEL VIII 


Michael VIII Palaiologos entered Constantinople on the feastday of the Dormition of the Virgin, 
1261, and walked in procession to St. Sophia accompanied by an icon of the Virgin. This event is 
vividly commemorated on a lead seal of the emperor, a specimen that was formerly in the Zacos 
Collection and is now in the collection of the Numismatic Museum, Athens. The emperor is de- 
picted holding above his head an icon of the Virgin Blachernitissa. For full discussion, see Byzan- 


tium: Faith and Power, no. 6. 


104.1 Michael VIII (1261-82) 

DO 55.1.4357.— D. 30 mm; field 22 mm. W. 38.36 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 121 bis a (slightly different reading). 

Obyv. Christ bearded standing to front before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and a book with jeweled cover in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cru- 
ciger; each arm contains a decoration consisting of a dot. At |. andr. the siglalC-XC: I(qoo0d)¢ 
X(ptoto)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Michael VIII bearded standing to front, wearing a crown and a chlamys. He holds 
a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Inscription in two columns. Border of 
dots. 

X|M|AEC|NOH|C-.|M.|AE.|AO|"Oc 

M(1)x(ana) deonotne [0] M[a]Ae[o]Aoyoc. 

The gamma at the end of the right hand vertical inscription on the reverse has been placed by 
the engraver above the line. In their description Zacos and Veglery mention the manus Dei appearing 
in the upper field at r. We cannot see it, but there probably was one, as on no. 104.2. 

Zacos and Veglery have published two variant types. On their type A Michael is represented 
holding a short labarum in the r. hand and a globus surmounted by a patriarchal cross in the |. hand 
(Zacos—Veglery, no. 120). A superb example of this type is preserved in the Istanbul Collection. See 
Ebersolt, Sceaux, pl. VII, no. 6. On this specimen it 1s possible to discern that the emperor is wear- 
ing a long, pointed beard. In the upper r. field the manus Dei appears quite clearly. On their type B 
(no. 121) the emperor wears a loros, an end of which is draped over the |. forearm. He holds a cross 


scepter in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. 
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105 THEODORA DOUKAINA PALAIOLOGINA 


104.2 Michael VII (1261-82) 

DO 55.1.4358.— D. 27 mm. W. 35.29 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 121 bis b. 

Obyv. Christ bearded standing to front before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and holding 
the r. hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. Visible at 1.: |C-..: 
I(nood)¢ [X(pi6t6)c]. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Michael VIII standing to front, wearing a crown and chlamys. He holds a labarum 
in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. So far as one can tell the emperor’s chin is covered 
with a short beard. In the upper field at r. one can discern in an abbreviated and stylized form 
the manus Dei. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
..,AE]CNO|TIIC-O|NA|AlEO|AOIrol¢ 
[M(1)y(aA)] Seonotic 6 MaAeoAdyoc. 





105. THEODORA DOUKAINA PALAIOLOGINA 


Theodora, who was the daughter of John Doukas and the wife of Michael VIII, outlived her husband 
by many years. She died in 1303. 


105.1 Theodora Doukaina Palaiologina (1259-82) 

Fogg 1701.— 37 mm. W. 23.30 g. 

Unpublished. For a similar seal, see Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LX XIX, no. 4. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. At I. and r.: FHR-9V: Mn(tn)p O(eo)d. 
Border of dots. 

Rey. The empress standing to front, wearing a high crown and a loros. She holds in the |. hand a jew- 
eled trefoil scepter. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
OE/OAW|PAEVICEBE|TATHIAVFS|TA-AS|KAIINAH|INAAAIOAOIFI.. 

Ocodapa evoePeotatyn advyovota AovKaiva H MaAra[ioAoyifva]. 


A particularly lovely example of the empress’s seal is published in Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 1.3.3. 
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105.2 Theodora Doukaina Palaiologina (1259-82) 

DO 47.2.370.— D. 40 mm. W. 25.29 g. 

Unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. At 1. and r.: FHP-OV: Mn(tn)p O(e0)d. 
Border of dots. 

Rev. The empress standing to front, wearing a high crown and a loros. She holds in the |. hand a jew- 
eled trefoil scepter. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
GE|OAW|PAEVICEBE|TATHIATS|TA-AS|KA.|NAH|[NAAAI|OAOIFINIA 


Ocodapa evoeBeotatyn adyovota AodKa[t]va f MaAaoAoyiva. 





105.3 Theodora Doukaina Palaiologina (1259-82) 

DO 58.106.641.— D. 33 mm. W. 35.84 g. Holed. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 122c. For a similar seal, see Likhachev, Molivdovuly, pl. LXAXLX, no. 5. 

Obyv. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. At |. and r.: 

HHP -OV: Mr(t)p O(eo)d. Linear border. 

Rev. The empress standing to front, wearing a high crown and a loros. She holds in the r. hand a jew- 
eled scepter. Inscription in two columns. Linear border. 
+/OEOA|WPAE|.CEBE].ATH].VFS].A-+|AOV|KAIN|AHNA|AAIO.|OFHINA 
Ocodmpa e[vloefelot]atn [a]vyoblot]a AovKaiva n MoaAao[Aloynva. 

We have not included DO 55.1.4359. The specimen purports to be a seal of the empress, but 


from all appearances it is a forgery. 


106. ANDRONIKOS It 


There are no close matches between Andronikos’s coins and his seals, but on Andronikos’s cop- 
per trachea the figure of the emperor is depicted in a manner that, despite variations, somewhat 
resembles his appearance on the seals below. See, for example, DOC 5.2:586 (pl. 34), a coin on 
which Andronikos is shown standing to front, holding a labarum in the r. hand and a globus cru- 
ciger in the |. hand; also DOC 5.2:583 (pl. 34). Here the emperor is shown standing to front and 
holding in the r. hand a cross scepter and in the |. hand an akakia. In the upper field at r. appears. 


the manus Dei. 
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106 ANDRONIKOS II 


106.1 Andronikos II (1282-1328) 

Fogg 1703.— D. 31 mm; field 27 mm. W. 37.24 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 123b. 

Oby. Christ standing to front before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. He has a nimbus. At I. and r.: .C-XC: ['I(qo0d)]<¢ 
X(ptot0)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Andronikos standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is 
draped over the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. In the 
upper field at r. the manus Dei. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
A|MA|POU|.KOC|AECIMO]..|.-O|NA|AE|OAO|Fo|C 
Avdpov[t}koc Seoro[tys] 0 MaAeoAoyoc. 

Zacos and Veglery label as type A their no. 123a, this seal, and the one following. On their type 

B seal (no. 123 bis) the emperor is represented wearing a loros and holding a cross scepter 1n the r. 

hand and an akakia in the |. hand. 


106.2 Andronikos IT (1282-1328) 

DO 55.1.4360— D. 29 mm. W. 32.17 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 123c. 

Oby, Christ standing to front before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book in the |. hand. At 1. and r.: |C-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(p10t6)¢. Border of 
dots. 

Rev. The emperor standing to front, wearing a crown and a loros, an end of which is draped over 
the |. wrist. He holds a labarum in the r. hand and an akakia in the |. hand. Faintly visible in the 
upper field at r. the manus Dei. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
A|NA|PONIJKOCA|ECN|OH|C-O|NA|AAIOAO|FOC 
Avédpovikos deonotns 0 TaAaoAoyoc. 


106.3 Andronikos I (1282-1328)? 

DO 58.106.644.— D. 30 mm. W. 29.06 g. Blank too small for dies. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 124a; and Byzantium: Faith and Power, no. 7B. 

Oby. Christ standing to front before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. 
hand in blessing and a book with jeweled cover in |. hand. The cover is ornamented with a pel- 
let in the center and two pellets above and below. Traces of an inscription at right of Christ’s 
figure: XC: ['I(nood)c] X(ptotd)c. Border of dots. 

Rey. The emperor Andronikos (’?) standing to front, wearing a loros and holding a labarum (?) in the 
r. hand and (presumably) an akakia in the |. hand. Remains of an inscription in column at left 
and right of emperor. Border of dots. 

.. [| APO|UI[KOC]A-HIA 
[Av]Opévikoc 6[eondt]n[¢ 0] M[aA(atoAdyoc)]. 


As Zacos and Veglery correctly observe, a positive identification of the emperor represented is 


a7 














I EMPERORS AND EMPRESSES 


impossible. They have proposed an attribution to Andronikos II based upon comparison with a de- 
piction of Andronikos II on a gold boulla preserved at the Athonite monastery of Philotheou. A tell- 
ing detail on the gold boulla—and one found as well on our lead seal—is the petal-like design at 
bottom that results from the joining of the ends of the emperor’s drapery with the border of a dais. 
For an illustration of the gold boulla see Délger, Schatzkammern, pl. 117/1. In our opinion the fig- 
ure’s drapery closely approximates that of the coins of Andronikos II. Note the decoration of closely 
set dots that appears on the loros draped from the emperor’s wrist. This same decorative element is 
found on DOC 5.2:586 (pl. 34). 


107. EIRENE KOMNENE DOUKAINA PALAIOLOGINA 


Eirene, the former Yolanda of Montferrat, was the second wife of Andronikos II. 


107.1 Eirene Komnene Doukaina Palaiologina (1285-1317) 

(a) DO 55.1.4362.— D. 29 mm. W. 19.07 g. 

(b) Fogg 1704.— D. 29 mm. W. 17.84 g. 

(c) Fogg 30.— D. 30 mm. W. 18.30 g. 

The three specimens seem to derive from the same boulloterion and their readings are combined. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, 125b (with a misreading; = our specimen b) and 125c (= our specimen a); Byzantium: Faith 
and Power, no. 7C (= our specimen a). Specimen c is unpublished. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. Sigla at left and right of the Virgin’s 
head: MP-OV: Mn(tn)p O(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. The empress standing to front, wearing a high crown and loros and holding in the r. hand a 
scepter, her |. hand held before her in supplication. Inscription in columns at left and right. Bor- 
der of dots. 
+|EIPH|NIEV| CEBE|TATHIAVIS|TA-+|KO|MNH|NHAS|KENA|HNAAIAIOA.|FIN[A 
Eipyvt evoeBeotatn abdyovota Kouvyvn AovKeva: ) MaAaoAlolyiva. 

A distinguishing feature of the type is the form of the letter mu employed in the abbrevia- 
tion MP. 

(d) DO 55.1.4361.— D. 27 mm. W. 22.82 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 125c (a different reading). 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. Sigla at left and right of the Virgin’s 
head: F+P-OV: Mn(ty)p O(e0)d. Border of dots. 


Rey. The empress standing to front, wearing a high crown and loros and holding in the r. hand a 
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108 ANDRONIKOS III 


scepter, her |. hand held before her in supplication. Inscription in columns at left and right. Bor- 
der of dots. 
+|EIPHINIEV| CEBE|TATHIAVIS|TA-+|KO|MNH|NHAS|KENA|HNAA|AIOA.|FIN|A 


Eipnvi evoeBeotatn avyovota Kouvnvy AovKeva. h MaAatoAfo}yiva. 


108. ANDRONIKOS III 


A comparison of silver issues of Andronikos II with those of Andronikos III reveals a difference in 
crown types. For example, on DOC 5.2:504 (pl. 31), the emperor Andronikos II is shown wearing 
a crown that is relatively flat in comparison with the higher crown that Andronikos III is wearing 
on DOC 5.2:861 (pl. 48; illustrated with this entry). Of course the overall design of the coin differs 
considerably from Andronikos III’s seal. On the obverse of the coin we find Christ enthroned. The 
reverse shows the emperor standing at left wearing a loros. He is paired with St. Demetrios, who 


stands at r. and wears a tunic and a himation. 





DOC 5.2:861 (pl. 48). 


108.1 Andronikos ITI (1328-41) 

Fogg 1702.— 43 mm; field 39 mm. W. 36.60 g. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 126 bis. 

Oby. Christ standing on a suppedion before a low thokos, wearing a tunic and himation and hold- 
ing the r. hand in blessing and in I. hand a book. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r.: |C-XC: 
I(yoo0b)¢ X(ptoto)c. Border of dots. 

Rev. The emperor Andronikos standing to front on a suppedion, wearing a crown and a Joros, an end 
of which is draped over the |. wrist. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and an akakia in the I. 
hand. In the upper field at r. the manus Dei. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
A|N|APO|NIKOC|AEC|NO| HC-O|N|A|AAI|OAO|FOC|:: 

Avépovikoc Searndtnc¢ 6 HaAmoAdyoc. 

On the reverse appear accent marks. The overall design of this seal is similar to that of the seal 
of Andronikos II. As on no, 107.1 Andronikos III stands to the front, holding a labarum in the r. hand 
and an akakia in the |. hand. In the upper field at r. is to be seen the manus Dei. But on this seal the 
emperor's crown Is relatively higher, and in contrast with the drapery falling over Andronikos II's 


wrist the material here is decorated with well-articulated pellets. 
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109. ANNA PALAIOLOGINA 


Anna, daughter of the count of Savoy, married Andronikos III in 1326. Upon his death in 1341 she 


became regent for their son John V Palaiologos. 


109.1 Anna Palaiologina (1341-47) 

(a) DO 58.106.637.— D. 31 mm; field 26 mm. W. 24.73 g. 

(b) DO 58.106.638.— D. 28 mm. W. 21.68 g. 

(c) DO 58.106.639.— D. 28 mm. W. 15.47 g. 

The three specimens are from the same boulloterion and their readings are combined. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 127a (= our specimen a), 127b (= our specimen b) and 127c (= our specimen c); Byzan- 
tium: Faith and Power, no. 7E (= our specimen b). 

Obyv. The Virgin seated on a thokos, holding Christ on her lap. At I. and r.: rP-OV: Mf(tn)p O(e0) 
D. Border of dots. 

Rev. The empress standing to front, wearing a crown and loros and holding a scepter in the r. hand. 
Attitude of |. hand indistinct. Inscription in two columns. Border of dots. 
+/ANN|AEVCE|BETA]HAVI[ST|A-AV|TOK|PATOP.|CCAPOMJEOMNIAAEOAIOFI|INA 
‘Awa. evoeBeotatn abyovota abtoKpatdp[t]oou ‘Popéov n MaAeodoyiva. 

We conclude this chapter by noting certain late seals that are absent from the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection, but have been published elsewhere. In Seibt—Zarnitz (no. 1.1.12) appears a seal of Mi- 
chael IX Palaiologos (1294-1320). The catalogue of Zacos and Veglery (no. 128) contains an ex- 
ample of the lead seal of John VI Kantakouzenos (1347-54). Seibt has recently published the seal 
of Andronikos IV Palaiologos, with his son John VII (1377-79). See his article, “Der bisher jiingste 
Bleisiegeltypus,’ 243. Dumbarton Oaks does possess, however, a gold boulla of John VIII Palaiolo- 
gos (1423-48). It is published in Grierson, “Byzantine Gold Bullae,”’ 252 and in Zacos—Veglery, no. 
128 bis (with earlier bibliography). 
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Chapter II 


PATRIARCHS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 


It is appropriate that an extensive collection of imperial seals should be published along with a 
group of patriarchal seals, which, although small in number, are fairly representative of this class 
of seal. Both types are eminently datable and together provide a wealth of information about devel- 
opments over time in iconography, figural style, decorative elements, and letterforms. When Zacos 
and Veglery published their groundbreaking catalogue of Byzantine seals, they elected to publish 
imperial seals and to reserve publication of the patriarchal ones for a later volume. But research in 
the areas that we have mentioned is facilitated when imperial and patriarchal seals appear, as here, 
in the same volume. Most of the patriarchal seals listed below have already been published in Lau- 
rent’s catalogues of ecclesiastical seals (Corpus, vol. 5, L’Eglise) or in Zacos, Seals 2. But by now 
the bibliographical references that accompany their entries are some twenty to forty years out of 
date, and so in preparing commentary we have concentrated on updating citations to similar or par- 
allel specimens. Laurent was an expert on the subject of Church affairs and we see no reason to 
repeat his discussion of patriarchal policies and intrigues. He was less interested, however, in the 
question of family background and early career. In a break with the past our entries focus on a pa- 
triarch’s lineage, his family’s social standing, his training, and stages in his advancement to the 
patriarchal throne. 

The earliest example of a seal of a patriarch of Constantinople is a specimen that belonged to 
Patriarch Eutychios, who reigned from 552 to 565 and again from 577 to 582. See Zacos, Seals 2: 


no. 1, and Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 1. 
110. THEODOTOS (MELISSENOS KASSITERAS) 


Theodotos, born in Nakoleia, was the son of the patrikios Michael Melissenos, a member of Mi- 
chael I Rhangabe’s inner circle. The cognomen (“tinker”) is mentioned in Skylitzes, 16 (at line 39). 
In his civilian career Theodotos achieved the rank of spatharokandidatos and was well advanced in 
years when Emperor Leo V appointed him as the successor of Patriarch Nikephoros I. Upon his ac- 
cession in April of 815 he convened the Second Iconoclastic Council, in which iconophile patriarchs 
and their supporters were anathematized. Concerning the early history of the Melissenos family, see 
Cheynet, Pouvoir, 88, n. 2. For Theodotos’s career see ODB 3:2054 and Prosopographie der mit- 
telbyzantinischen Zeit 4, no. 7954. For a discussion of the title ratpiapyncg KovotavtivoundAewe, 


see Laurent, Corpus 5.1: XVI. 
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110.1 Theodotos (Melissenos Kassiteras), patriarch of Constantinople (815-21) 

DO 47.2.3.— D. 35 mm. W. 11.04 g. Half of seal with two quarters soldered together in modern times. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 2; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 3 (cited as Shaw no. 1092); Oikonomides, Dated Lead 
Seals, no. 43. A whole specimen, from a different boulloterion. is published in Byzantine Seals from Cy- 
prus, no, 480. 

Oby. Cruciform invocative monogram (indeterminate type); in each quarter, a cross. Indeterminate 
border. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines. Indeterminate border. 

Q@€0O|TUNA|APXH|ICTAN|NOA 
[Kvpie Boner] Ocol[do]to na[tpilapyy [Kovlotav[twov]noAlews]. 
Oikonomides transcribed the last line of the inscription on the reverse as 0, but a small por- 


tion of the lambda Is visible. 


111. ANTHONY (I KASSYMATAS) 


Anthony’s given name was Constantine. Unlike his predecessor he was not the scion of an illustri- 
ous family. His father stemmed from a family of shoemakers. Constantine (Anthony) was born at 
Constantinople between 760 and 780; he rose through education to the position of nomikos or law- 
yer, a profession that he exercised during the first phase of his career in the Constantinopolitan quar- 
ter known as Sphorakiou. Subsequently he became a monk and then abbot of a monastery located in 
the Petrion quarter of Constantinople called pov tig OeotdKov tHv MyntponoAitov (Janin, Eglises, 
197); by 814 he had been elevated to the episcopal throne of Syllaion (éxioxorocg tod LvAEov; see 
Letter of the Three Patriarchs, p. 116). In 821 Michael II, frustrating the wishes of the party of The- 
odore of Stoudios, who wanted to see Nikephoros I return to the patriarchal throne, placed Anthony 
on it instead. Before his death in 837 he seems to have convened an iconoclast synod (Letter of the 
Three Patriarchs, p. 66). He is anathematized, along with his predecessor Theodotos and his succes- 
sor John, in the Synodikon of Orthodoxy: Oeodote, Avtwvia kai lodvvn, tots GAAnAonpotevoic 
TOV KAKOV Kai ETepodtaddyotc THV SvoGEePELav, &VEDeEUG (Gouillard, “Synodikon,” 57, at lines 
173-74). For an overview of Anthony’s career, see Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit 1: 
no. 550. 


111.1 Anthony (I Kassymatas), patriarch of Constantinople (821-37) 

DO 58.106.5703.— D. 38 mm. W. 29.86 g. Chipped. Two holes. 

Ed. Zacos—Veglery, no. 1417; Zacos, Seals 2: no. 3; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 4; Oikonomides, Dated Lead 
Seals, no. 45. 

Oby. Cruciform invocative monogram (type VIII bu) in each quarter, a cross. Wreath border. 


Rev. Inscription of five lines. Wreath border. 
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112 IGNATIOS 





ANTU|NIVENIC|KONUKUN|CTANTINS|..A& 

Kvpte Bon8er Avtmvia éxioxdnm K@votavtivov[nd]Ae(c). 

Laurent illustrates our seal, but fails to mention it in the entry. Instead he cites a specimen in the: 
Vienna Collection (no. 74) that seems to have slightly different lettering. We note that both this seal 
and that of Patriarch Theodotos (no. 110.1 above) employ a decorative motif consisting of a cruci- 
form monogram with a cross in each quarter. It is not a common device and at this date is anachro- 
nistic. One can cite examples, such as Zacos—Veglery, nos. 1396 and 1399, but both specimens date 


from the VIfIth century. 
112. IGNATIOS 


Ignatios, who is a saint of the Orthodox Church (feastday 23 October; see Syn. Eccl. CP, cols. 
158-59), was born at Constantinople about 797/98 and was christened Niketas. He was the son of 
Michael the kouropalates (the future Michael I Rhangabe), who married the daughter of Emperor 
Nikephoros I, Prokopia, who also bore Theophylaktos and Staurakios. Following his father’s defeat 
at Versinikia in 813 and his abdication, Niketas (Ignatios), along with his brothers, was castrated 
and was coerced into a monastic career. According to Skylitzes (106, at line 21) he became, prior 
to ascending the patriarchal throne, hegoumenos of the povyn tod Latvpov, a sanctuary located in 
Bithynia in the port town of the same name. Janin is skeptical; in his opinion (Grands centres, 42), 
Ignatios was the founder of this monastery and church dedicated to Archangel Michael built on 
property facing the Princes’ Islands. According to the Byzantine historians Symeon Magister and 
George the Monk this construction occurred in 873/74. He was the empress Theodora’s choice to 
succeed Patriarch Methodios, but continuing support of her favorite evaporated when Caesar Bar- 
das sent Theodora into exile. As a result Ignatios was forced to abdicate and to retire first to the 
island of Terebinthos and to a monastery he had founded there and later to Mytilene. Photios suc- 
ceeded him, but in 867 was forced in turn to step down and was replaced by Ignatios. Upon his 
death Ignatios was buried at the novi, tod Latvdpov, where he had seen fit to have his father’s re- 
mains interred as well. Photios, who once again became patriarch, was active in bringing about 
Ignatios’s sainthood. See ODB 2:983-84 and Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit 2, no. 
2666. 
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112.1 Ignatios, patriarch of Constantinople (847-58, 867-77) 

Fogg 862.— D. 34 mm. W. 22.53 g. 

Ed. T. Whittemore, “An Unpublished Seal of Patriarch Ignatios,” Byzantina-Metabyzantina | (1946): 261-66; 
Zacos, Seals 2: no. 6b; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 5; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 52. For similar 
seals, but from different boulloteria, see Zacos, Seals 2: no. 6c and Miinz Zentrum, Sale 75, 14—16 April 
1993, no. 1589. 

Oby. Bust of Christ holding r. hand in blessing, book decorated with cross in |. hand. On either side 
vertical inscriptions. Triple border of dots. 

IVIXE|KE-HIFOLV 
Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by a row of crosslets. Triple border of dots. 

2 [IPNATILV.PXIENICK-|ONCTANTINGS|.OAEUCNEAC|PUMHC+|-- 

I(yoo0)d X(piot)é K(dpie nyod ‘lyvatifo]v [a]pytentoK(onov) [K]@votavtivov[t]oAems 

Néac ‘Poune. 

Two different types of seals bear this patriarch’s name. On one type the obverse is decorated 
with a bust of Christ; on the other the obverse bears a representation of Christ standing, his r. hand 
held in blessing, a book in his 1. hand. In columns on either side: 0|]O|€|O|C-H|T|O|V: ‘O Geog 
nyod. Illustrations of the latter type of seal, which is preserved in the Hermitage Collection, may 
be conveniently consulted in Dated Lead Seals, no. 51, and Zacos, Seals 2: no. 6a. As Oikono- 
mides observes, there is no compelling reason for assigning either seal to one or the other of Ig- 
natios’s two reigns. On the Dumbarton Oaks specimen the cover of the book that Christ holds is 
decorated with a cross. On the Zacos seal (Seals 2: no. 6c) the decoration consists of three rows 
of dots. 

Ignatios’s seals are the first to bear the title apyienioxonog KmvotavtivovnoAews Néac ‘Pons. 
It should be noted, however, that a seal of his predecessor, John VII Grammatikos, identifies this pa- 
triarch as €nioxoroc KwvotavtivoundAeme Néac ‘Pans (see Zacos, Seals 2: no. 4; Oikonomides, 
Dated Lead Seals, no. 49). 


113. PHOTIOS 


Photios was born into a prominent family some years before 825, possibly 810 (see Ahrweiler, “Car- 
rire de Photius,’ 350-51 and 361). His father was the brother of Patriarch Tarasios. He participated 
(perhaps in 838) in an embassy to the Arabs (idem, 356-61); later he became protasekretis, that 
is, head of the imperial chancery (Oikonomideés, Listes, 310). After Ignatios’s resignation, Photios 
succeeded to the patriarchal throne. Ignatios replaced him on 23 November 867. In the end Basil 
I brought Photios back from exile and placed his sons’ education in his care. Photios sought peace 
with Ignatios and after succeeding him, as noted above, brought about his sanctification. Photios 
stepped down after Basil’s death in 886. Although the date of his death is unremarked in the sources, 
he was not forgotten and became a saint; his feastday, 6 February, was celebrated in Constantinople 
in the monastery of St. John Prodromos in the quarter of Eremias (Syn. Eccl. CP, col. 448). Cf. ODB 
3:1669 and Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit 3, no. 6253. 


204 


114 ANTHONY (I KAULEAS) 


113.1 Photios, patriarch of Constantinople (858-67, 877-86) 

DO 47.2.2.— D. 33 mm. W. 26.79 g. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 7b; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 7; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 53. 

Oby. Bust of the Virgin holding before her a medallion of Christ. Circular inscription, within a 
double border of dots, beginning at 7 o’clock: +OKEROHOEITUCUASAU. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines preceded and followed by a row of three pellets. Double border of dots. 
| +4PUTI|.APXIENICIKONUKUNC|TANTINSNO|AEVCNEAC|PUMHC|--- 

O(eotd)ke BorPer 1 oO SovAM@ Doti[@] apyienioxon@m KwvotavtiwovundAewsg Nea 

‘Pounce. 

Photios employed two types of seals. On one the obverse is decorated with a bust of the Virgin 
and on the other the obverse features a representation of the Virgin standing to front, holding Christ 
on her |. arm. Although three examples of the latter type are known, the one commonly illustrated is 
a specimen preserved in the Vatican collection. See Laurent, Vatican, no. 152; also Laurent, Corpus 
5.1: no. 8, and Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 54. There is no convincing reason to assign our 


specimen to one or the other of Photios’s two reigns. 
114. ANTHONY (II KAULEAS) 


Anthony II is a saint both of the Orthodox and the Roman Church. He entered a monastery at age 
twelve and later became hegoumenos, earning a reputation for assistance to the poor. After the death 
of Patriarch Stephanos I in May of 893, Anthony was enthroned as his successor the following Au- 
gust. He devoted himself to restoring harmony within the Church. One of his great accomplish- 
ments was to renew ties between the Church and Stylianos Mapas, metropolitan of Neokaisareia, 
and members of his anti-Photian party, a move that promoted peaceful relations between Constanti- 
nople and the Church of Rome. His feastday is 12 February. It was celebrated, according to the Sy- 
naxarion of Constantinople, “in his monastery,” a structure variously referred to as the monastery 
tod KaAéa, tod KaAéwc, or to KaAAtov. The last spelling appears on an XIth-century seal that 
belonged to the monastery to} KoA tov and bears a depiction, as attested by inscription, of St. An- 
thony, archbishop of Constantinople; he is shown holding his r. hand in blessing, and a book in the 
1. hand. The monastery’s church was of reputedly lavish decoration. For a detailed discussion of the 


saint’s life and career see Cotsonis—Nesbitt, “Antony II Kauleas,” 517-21. 


114.1 Anthony (II Kauleas), patriarch of Constantinople (893-901) 

DO 58.106.309.— D. 36 mm; field 31 mm. W. 29.49 g. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 9b; Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1628. Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 5 (p. 173). 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ on the |. arm. Beginning at 7 o’clock a circular in- 
scription ending in a star: +O€OTOK E-ROHOEI+. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of five lines preceded and followed by decoration. Border of dots. 
-+-|4ANTONIQ/APXIENICK O|NUKUNCTAN|TINOVNOAEUC|INEACPUMHC|- +: 


OcotoKe BorPer Avtwviw apyiexioKon@ KovotavtiwourndAems Néac ‘Paoune. 
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115. NICHOLAS (I MYSTIKOS) 


Nicholas, born in 852, was either a friend or a relative of Patriarch Photios. After Photios was de- 
posed, Nicholas, in May of 889, sought refuge in the monastery of St. Tryphon near Chalcedon, 
where he was tonsured (see Janin, Grands centres, 55). Later Leo bestowed on him the position of 
myStikos (secretary; for the term see Oikonomideés, Listes, 324). Following the death of Patriarch 
Anthony Kauleas on | March 901, Nicholas was appointed patriarch. He placed himself at odds 
with Leo in opposing the emperor’s fourth marriage. Leo accused Nicholas of treason and Nicholas 
resigned his position and secluded himself for a period of slightly more than five years in the mon- 
astery of Galakrenae in the region of Chalcedon (Janin, Grands centres, 55). Either a dying Leo or 
Alexander restored him to his throne. Nicholas’s second patriarchate was marked by strife with par- 
tisans of the former patriarch Euthymios, a situation that resolved itself in the Tome of Union (920). 
He died 15 May 925, and was buried in the the monastery of Galakrenae. See Jenkins—Westerink, 
Letters, xv—xxvii and ODB 2:1466-67. 


115.1 Nicholas (I Mystikos), patriarch of Constantinople (901-7, 912-25) 

DO 58.106.317.—D. 37 mm. W. 7.85 g. Some two-thirds missing. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 11 (Basil I); Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1629 (Basil I). 

Obyv. A representation of the Virgin (now lost), as indicated by the remains of a circular inscription 
beginning at 7 o'clock: + VNEPA.IAQE. Border of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of five lines followed by a cross. Border of dots. 

AA|ENICINCTA|AGUC|QM1|-+4- 

‘Ynepal[ylia Be[otéKe BonPer] [Nixo]Ad[@ apyiento[Kénw Ka@]vota[vtwovund]Aews [Néac 

‘P]a@un(<). 

Zacos and Laurent were inclined to read the first two letters in line 1 of the reverse as |. In our 
opinion both letters are triangular. In restoring the first line it is preferable, balancing the number of 
letters in the first line with those in the last, to postulate that line 1 began with a cross and continued 
with six letters (+NIKOAA), rather than with a cross followed by five letters (+R ACIA). Laurent mis- 
takenly believed that the last line ended with MI, instead of the conjoined letters MH. The presence of 
a ligature at this period is unexpected. 

On undamaged seals the Virgin can be seen standing to front and holding Christ on the left arm. 
On a specimen preserved in the Vatican (Laurent, Vatican, no. 153 = Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 11) 
she is identified by a circular inscription reading ‘Ynepayia BeotdKxe BonGer. No sigla are present. 
On an example in the Athens collection the Virgin 1s represented standing to front with Christ on the 
left arm. She is identified by the circular inscription: “Ynepayia BeotéKe BonGer. In this case sigla 
are present. See Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 12 and I. Koltsida-Makre, “Overstruck Byzantine Lead 
Seals: An Approach to the Problem with Three Examples,” SBS 2 (1990): 55-57. 

One reviewer has suggested that the seal may have belonged to Patriarch Theophylaktos (933- 
56). But on a well-preserved specimen found in Bulgaria the design is quite different from the one 


found on the DO seal. We thank Prof. Ivan Jordanov for providing us with a study photograph. 
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117 MICHAEL (J KEROULARIOS) 


116. SERGIOS (ID) 


Prior to his elevation to the patriarchal throne Sergios served as hegoumenos of the monastery toO 
Mavovna. See Skylitzes, 341 (at line 11) and Janin, Eglises, 320. His reign is remembered for his 
opposition to the fiscal obligation known as allelengyon. The law stipulated that wealthier property 
holders pay the taxes of poorer neighbors who defaulted. He was willing, however, to countenance 
the charistike, the private management of religious foundations. See ODB 3:1878 and Monastic 


Foundation Documents 1:202-3. 


116.1 Sergios (II), patriarch of Constantinople (1001-19) 

DO 58.106.2207.— D. 44 mm. W. 49.94 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 12; Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1630. Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,’ no. 16 (p. 174). 

Oby. The Virgin standing, holding Christ on the |. arm. At |. and r.: M#P-O@V: My(tH)p O(eo)d. Faint 
traces of a circular inscription: HOEI- TW. No visible border. 

Rey. Inscription of five lines preceded by decoration. No visible border. 
-x-|CEPTIO|APXIEMI|.K.KONCTAN|.INOVNOA|INEACPQ|-M- 
[O(eotd)Ke Bo]nBer tO [6 SobAM] Lepyio &pyieti[o]k(6n@) Kovotav[t]i_woundA(ems) Néac 


‘Pau(ns). 





117. MICHAEL (I KEROULARIOS) 


Following the death of Patriarch Alexios Stoudites, Emperor Constantine IX selected Michael 
Keroularios as his successor. He reigned from 25 March 1043 to 2 November 1058. At the time 
of his appointment he was a monk, a profession that he elected in the wake of his complicity in a 
conspiracy against Emperor Michael IV. His reign is memorable for strife with the papacy and the 
events of 16 July 1054, when Michael and the papal legate Humbert hurled excommunications at 
each other. After this event Michael added to his title the phrase oixovpeviKos natpidpyns. Kerou- 
larios was effectively in charge of the administration under Michael VI. Following Emperor Mi- 
chael’s abdication on 30 August 1057, Patriarch Michael crowned his successor, Isaakios I Komne- 
nos, on 1 September 1057. According to the Continuation of the Chronicle of John Skylitzes Isaakios 


“revered him,” and out of respect for Michael granted prominent positions to his nephews (Skylitzes 
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Cont., 103). After an initial period of mutual goodwill, the patriarch, according to the Continuator, 
became arrogant toward the emperor and “went as far as to wear sandals dyed purple” (Skylitzes 
Cont., 105; English translation: Dagron, Emperor, 237). Isaakios, who had the support of the army, 
eventually proceeded against him. When Keroularios left the city to celebrate the Feast of the Arch- 
angels, Isaakios ordered the Varangian guard to arrest him along with his nephew and place them 
in confinement on the island of Prokonnesos. Keroularios resisted forced deposition, but he soon 
died and was replaced by the proedros and protovestiarios Constantine Leichoudes (Skylitzes Cont., 
105; ODB 2:1361). The Keroularios family enjoyed imperial favor long after Michael’s demise. We 
note that a Constantine Keroularios was protoproedros and droungarios of the Watch in 1074 (Kiihn, 
Armee, 111; by this date Constantine was a civil official: see Laurent, Corpus 2: no. 891). At some 
point in the period 1050-70 a nephew of Michael Keroularios, by name Nikephoros, held the titles 
of proedros and general logothete. See now Wassiliou—Seibt, Bleisiegel 2: no. 54. 


117.1 Michael (I Keroularios), patriarch of Constantinople (1043-54) 

DO 47.2.1.— D. 42 mm. W. 56.27 g. Scrapes (obv.). 

Ed. Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 15. Cf. Galavaris, ““Thokos,” no. 19 (p. 174). 

Oby. The Virgin standing to front, holding Christ on the |. arm. At 1. and r.: ...-OV: [Mn(tn)p] O(eo) 

v. Traces of a circular inscription at r.: TWCWUAO. Border of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of six lines. Indeterminate border. 

MIXAHA|APXIENI|.K.KO.CTA.|.INOVAOA|NEACPY. 

[O(eotd)ke BonBer] 1@ o@ So[dA@] MiyanA apytexi[o]K(6nw) Ko[vlota[vt]wovndA(ews) 

Neéac ‘Pa[u(ys)]. 

In reconstructing the placement of letters on the reverse, as well as the reading of the last line, 
we have relied upon the inscriptions found on three similar seals published in Zacos, Seals 2: no. 
l5a—c (Type A). 

In Spink I, no. 17 (= Zacos, Seals 2: no. 15c) erroneous mention is made of a specimen in the 
Fogg Collection, a mistaken attribution for the seal that we publish here from the Shaw Collection. 
The author, J.-C. Cheynet, notes the existence of a similar specimen in the Museum of Yalvac (Pi- 
sidia). It is now published in Cheynet, “La Pisidie,” 454 and pl. 2. 

After 1054 appears a second type of seal. On the obverse is represented St. Michael standing 
to front and holding in the r. hand a labarum and in the |. hand a globus cruciger. On the reverse 
is an inscription of six lines reading MiyonA apyientoxonos KavotavtwoundAews Neus ‘Pauns 
KGL OLKOVLLEVIKOS TAaTpLapyNs. See Seyrig, no. 225; Zacos, Seals 2: no. 15d; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: 
no. 16; and Likhachev, Molivdovuly, LXV.13. Zacos illustrates the example from the Seyrig Collec- 
tion; Laurent chose to illustrate a specimen from the collection of the American Numismatic Soci- 
ety (Newell, no. 19). 
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118. JOHN (VII XIPHILINOS) 


John Xiphilinos was born in Trebizond about 1010. He pursued studies in Constantinople and even- 
tually became nomophylax of the law school there (ODB 2:1054). Later he became a monk and was 
eventually selected by Emperor Constantine X to succeed Constantine Leichoudes. In 1072 John 
presided over an assemblage of metropolitans and archbishops at the oratory of St. Alexios in which 
the question of the election of bishops to vacant sees was discussed. Michael Keroularios had for- 
bidden metropolitans who were resident in Constantinople to participate in such elections. But John 
recognized that metropolitans sometimes had to remain for a long period in the capital due to eccle- 
siastical business or illness. The assemblage with John’s consent decreed that metropolitans who 
gave the patriarch advance notification of their intent could again vote while resident in Constanti- 
nople. See Oikonomides, “Décret synodal,” 56. After his death his remains were buried at the mon- 


astery of Angourion on 2 August 1075 (Janin, Grands centres, 27). 


118.1 John (VIII Xiphilinos), patriarch of Constantinople (1064-75) 

(a) Fogg 253.— D. 34 mm; field 27 mm. W. 37.03 g. 

(b) DO 55.1.4952.— D. 41 mm. W. 39.30 g. Corroded. 

The two specimens appear to be from the same boulloterion and are edited jointly. 

Unpublished. . 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At |. and r.: MP-@V: 
Mn(tn)p O(eo)d. Faint remains of a circular inscription: +OK ER.....-TUCWAOYAUW. Border 
of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of six lines followed by decoration. Border of dots. 
+1QA P|ENICKONO|K UNNONEAC|POMHCK AIOI/KYMENIKO|APIAPXH|---- 

O(eotd)Ke BlonVet] TO 6 S[ovA@] ‘lo(Gvvn) apy(VYextoKdn0 Kov(otavtivov)md(Aews) Néas 
‘POUNS KML OLKODHEVLK 1(AT)pLapyN. 
It is possible that on specimen (b) the second line of the reverse ends in an omega. We prefer to 


read the letter as an omicron. 
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118.2 John (VIII Xiphilinos), patriarch of Constantinople (1064-75) 

DO 55.1.4951.— D. 33 mm; field 27 mm. W. 31.53 g. 

Ed. Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 18, but for similar specimens see Zacos, Seals 2: nos. 17a—e; Spink I, no. 20 
(= Zacos, Seals 2: no. 17a); and Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 5.1.2. Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 21 (p. 175). 

Obv. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At I. and r.: MP-OV: 
Mn(tn)p O(eo)d. Circular inscription beginning at 7 o’clock: +@....... I-TUCWUAOVAW. Border 
of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of six lines followed by decoration. Border of dots. 
+I0A"P|ENICKON.|KONNONEA.|PUMHCK AIO. |KYMENIK W |FPIAPXH|---- 

Ol(eotd)ke PonVe]t TH OO SOVAM To(Gvvn) &py(VexioKdr[@] Kov(otavtivov)nd(AE@s) 
Néalc] ‘Paounes kai o[i]}kovpevike n(at)piapyn. 
Laurent lists a group of similar seals, but the specimen illustrated by Laurent is that from 

Dumbarton Oaks. He lists DO 55.1.4951, which is cited by its negative number, and DO 58.196.308 

in the concordance published at Corpus 5.3 (p. 299). 


118.3 John (VIII Xiphilinos), patriarch of Constantinople (1064-75) 

(a) DO 58.106.308.— D. 40 mm; field 27 mm. W. 49.53 g. 

(b) DO 47.2.2175.— D. 35 mm; field 27 mm. W. 37.42 g. 

The two specimens appear to be from the same boulloterion and are edited jointly. 

Unpublished. For a parallel specimen, see Zacos, Seals 2: no. 17e. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At |. and r.: MP-OV: 
My(t)p O(eo)d. Circular inscription beginning at 7 o'clock: +OKEROHOEI-TUCUAOVAY. 
Border of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of six lines followed by decoration. Border of dots. 
+INA P|ENICKONV|KUNNONEAC|PUMHCK AIOI/KEMENIK U|APIAPXHI]--: - 

O(eotd)Kke PonVet TO 6H SodvA@ ‘lo(avvy) apx(VerioKdr@ Kwv(otavtivov)nd(Aews) Néac 


‘POLNS KML O1KODLEVIKG 1(A:T)pLapynN. 
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119. KOSMAS (D1 


Before ascending the patriarchal throne on 8 August 1075, Kosmas had come to Constantinople 
from Jerusalem and had lived at the capital in a monastery near the palace of the Blachernai. He 
was esteemed for his piety and became patriarch after the death of John Xiphilinos on 2 August. 
Sitting at the head of a holy synod, he advocated Michael VII's abdication and the succession of 
Nikephoros Botaneiates, a general whom he crowned in April of 1078. He opposed as adulterous 
Botaneiates’ marriage to Michael VII's wife, Maria. When Alexios Komnenos raised the standard 
of revolt, Kosmas, in league with Caesar John Doukas, intimated to Botaneiates that the time had 
come for him in turn to step down from the imperial throne. After crowning Alexios and obliging by 
synodal decree the emperor and his followers to undergo penance for certain deadly attacks that had 
occurred in Constantinople, Kosmas gave up the patriarchal throne and retired to the monastery of 


Kallios, that is, the monastery of St. Anthony Kauleas. See Skoulatos, Personnages, 165-66. 


119.1 Kosmas (I), patriarch of Constantinople (1075-81) 

DO 58.106.315.— D. 36 mm; field 26 mm. W. 32.63 g. 

Unpublished. For similar seals, but from different boulloteria, see Zacos, Seals 2: no. 18 and Laurent, Corpus 
5.1: no. 19. Cf. Galavaris, ‘““Thokos,” no. 22 (p. 175). Laurent mentions our seal in the concordance at Cor- 
pus 5.3 (p. 299). 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At 1. and r.: M.-OV: 
M(4tn)[p] O(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines, the final line between two pellets. Border of dots. 
+KOCMAC|EAEU OVAPX|ENICK OM. K ON|MOAEUCNEAC|PUMHCSOIKU|MENIK. MPI| 
-APXHC:- 

Kooutic éAém O(e0)d apy(ijextoxon(oc) Kwv(otavtivov)noAems Néac ‘Pons (Kai) 


OiKOvHEVIK(Oc) m(AT)PLApyNs. 
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119.2 Kosmas (I), patriarch of Constantinople (1075-81) 

DO 55.1.4954.— D. 52 mm; field 31 mm. W. 98.98 g. Two holes. 

Unpublished. For another specimen, from the same boulloterion and perhaps from the same stock of blanks, see 
Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 19 bis (= Zacos, Seals 2: no. 18a). 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne. Visible at r.: OV: [M(4t)p] O(eo)b. Linear border. 
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IIT PATRIARCHS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 





Rey. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
+KOCMACIEAEVOVAPX|ENICKONOC]I.UN...NT.N.|MOA....EAC|.UM...AIO.|.OVMENIK. | 
MPIAPX, 

Koopas eAéw O(e0)d apx(Vexioxonos [Klov[ota]vt(iv[ov}noAlems NJéac [Ploul[ns Kar 
ofixk]ovpevik(dc) m(at)piapy(nc). 


120. EUSTRATIOS (GARIDAS) 


The Garidai had already risen to prominence by the beginning of the Xth century; see Cheynet, Pou- 
voir, 363, n. 26. In the XIth century, the family produced a jurist, who was appointed professor of 
law at the school that Constantine Monomachos founded in 1047, 

In the second half of the century it could claim a skribas named Constantine and in 1081 a pa- 
triarch. It is unknown if Eustratios was a member of the civil administration prior to his elevation. 
We know only that at that moment he was a monk and eunuch and enjoyed the patronage of Anna 
Dalassena, who played an active role in pressuring Kosmas to abdicate. See Laurent, Corpus 2: no. 
1198. He is remembered for yielding to the pleas of Sebastokrator Isaakios that the gold and silver 
plate and ornaments of icons be melted down for coin to help protect the Empire, and for convoking 
a synod that condemned John Italos. Eustratios in turn was obliged to abdicate, retiring to the mon- 


astery of the Rouphinianai. For a biographical sketch, see Skoulatos, Personnages, 87-88. 


120.1 Eustratios (Garidas), patriarch of Constantinople (1081-84) 

DO 55.1.4953.— D. 36 mm. W. 41.90 g. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: 19b; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 100; and Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 20. Laurent re- 
fers to a similar seal (different boulloterion) published by Ebersolt, Sceaux, pl. VII, no. 10 (reproduced in 
Galavaris, “Thokos,” pl. 54), but the specimen that Laurent illustrates on pl. 3 is that of Dumbarton Oaks. 
A parallel specimen, found in the area of the law courts of Mytilene, has been published by V. Pennas, 
“Byzantine Lead Seals from Chios and Lesbos,” SBS 2 (1990): 168, no. 2. Another parallel specimen, this 
one found in Kiev (northwest tower, St. Sophia cathedral), has recently been republished in Bulgakova, 


Osteuropa, no. |.3.2 (with older bibliography). Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 23 (p. 175). 
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121 NICHOLAS (IIT GRAMMATIKOS) 
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Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At |. and r.: ..- OV: 
[M(jtn)p] O(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rey. Inscription of nine lines. Border of dots. 
+EV|CTPATIOCIEAE WOVAP X|ENICKON..|KONCTANTI..|TOAEGUCNEA.|PUMHCKAIO.| 
KOVMENIK |MPIAPX 
Evotpatiog €Aem O(eo)d apy(Ventoxon[oc] K@votavti[vov]roAews Neéa[c] ‘Pouns Kai 


o[i]KkovpeviK(0c) m(at)prapy(nc). 
121. NICHOLAS (I1T GRAMMATIKOS) 


Eustratios’s successor, Nicholas Kyrdiniates, nicknamed Grammatikos, was originally from Antioch 
of Pisidia. He studied in the capital at the patriarchal school of St. Peter and afterward was ordained 
a deacon. Prior to his elevation to the patriarchal throne he was a member of the monastic commu- 
nity of St. John Prodromos of Lophadion, where eventually his remains came to be interred. Among 
other noteworthy actions, he consecrated Ephraim as metropolitan of Kiev and served as judge at 
the synod of 1094, which condemned Leo of Chalcedon. He died early in 1111. See Skoulatos, Per- 
sonnages, 253-56. 


121.1 Nicholas (III Grammatikos), patriarch of Constantinople (1084-1111) 

DO 58.106.314.— D. 35 mm.; field: 30 mm. W. 24.93 g. 

Unpublished. For similar specimens, see Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 21 and N. Zekos, “BuCavtwe poAvBd6- 
BovAAe tov povseiov Kopotnvys,” SBS 2 (1990): 175-76, no. 7 (found at Maroneia). Cf. Galavaris, 
“Thokos,” no. 24. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At 1. and r.: MP-OV: 
M(ntn)p O(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
+|NIKOAAOC|EAGUVOVAPX.|ENICK ONOC|KUNCT ANTNU|NOAGUCNEAC|PWMHCK AlO!| 
KOVMENIK.|MPIAPX 
NixdAaosg éAém O(e0)d apy(erioxonog Kovotavt(ivovunoAeme Neus ‘Pons Kat oiKov- 


ueviK(Og) m(at)prd&pyx(nc). 
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II PATRIARCHS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 


122. LEO (STYPES) 


122.1 Leo (Stypes), patriarch of Constantinople (1134-43) 
DO 58.106.313.— D. 42 mm; field 34 mm. W. 50.53 g. 
Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 22; Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1631; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 115. Cf. Gala- 
varis, “Thokos,” no. 26 (p. 176). 
Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At 1. and r.: MP-OV: 
Mn(t)p O(e0)0. Border of dots. 
Rev. Inscription of eight lines preceded by decoration. Border of dots. 
Hf 
|+ANEUN|IEAEUOVAPX.|ENICKONOC|KUNCTANT.NYU|NOAEUCNEAC|POMHCKAIO]| 
KOVMENIKs|FAPIAPX, 
A€av €A€@ O(e0)d apy(ientoxonocg K@votavt(i)voutoAems Néas ‘Pons Kai oixovpeviK(0c) 
M(t) prepy (ns). 
Accent marks. 
For a listing of members of the illustrious family of Stypes/Stypeiotes, see Cheynet, Pouvoir, 
no. 145 n. 1; Seibt—Zarnitz, no. 3.2.7; Stavrakos, Bleisiegel Athen, no. 247; and Jordanov, Preslav, 
nos. 116-17. 


123. LEONTIOS (THEOTOKITES) 


As noted in Seibt—Zarnitz, 183-84, Leontios enjoyed only a brief reign. Prior to his elevation he was 
abbot of the monastery of Sts. Peter and Paul on Mount Auxentios. His nickname derives from an 
appearance of the Virgin to him in a dream. He took up office in February or March of 1189 and re- 
signed his post that September or October. 


123.1 Leontios (Theotokites), patriarch of Constantinople (1189) 

DO 58.106.310.— D. 36 mm; field: 29 mm. W. 31.89 g. Corroded. Two holes. 

Ed. Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1632 and Zacos, Seals 2: no. 30b (unillustrated). For similar specimens see Seibt— 
Zarnitz, no. 5.1.4 and Likhachev, Molivdovuly, no. LXIX.14. Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 39 (p. 177). 

Oby, The Virgin seated on a backless throne, (presumably) holding Christ on knees. At |. and r.: 
MP-OV: Mn(tn)p O(e0)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines preceded by a cross. 
+|AEONTIOCIEAEU OVAPXI|E NICKONOCKUNITANTINGNOA...,|NEACPUIHC...|OIKS- 
MENIKOC|MNATPIAPXHC 
Agovtiog €A€@ O(e0)0 &pylenioxonosg KavotavtwovndA[ems] Néac ‘Pans [kai] oixoupe- 


VLKOSG TATPLEPYNS. 
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125 GERMANOS (II MARKOUTZAS) 


124. GEORGE (XIPHILINOS) 


George is known to have served as a priest of Hagia Sophia in 1182, when the protosebastos Alexios 
used him as an emissary to the rebel Andronikos Komnenos. Following the abdication of Patriarch 
Dositheos, Emperor Isaakios II selected George as his successor. He survived Isaakios’s deposition 
and continued as patriarch under Alexios III. His reign is well known for a decree that stated that 
any church built upon stauropegial land was to be under the control of the local bishop, who would 
nominate its priests and receive the ecclesiastical tax known as the kanonikon. See Monastic Foun- 
dation Documents 3: 1102—3 and DHGE 20: cols. 669-70. 


124.1 George (Xiphilinos), patriarch of Constantinople (1191-98) 

Fogg 975.— D. 34 mm. W. 26.48 g. Blank too small for die. Elliptical. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 32b. For similar specimens see Zacos, Seals 2: no. 32a and Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 29. 
Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 44. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on knees. At |. and r.: P-OV: [M(qt)]p 
©(eo)d. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of seven lines preceded by a cross. Border of dots. 
+|.EUPP...|. AGEWOVAPX|MICK OF.CK|NTINSNOA|ACPUMIC|K SMENI|APX.. 
[TJempy[voc e]Aé@ O(eo)d apyx[te]xioxon[o]¢ K[mvota}vtivovndAlews Nélac ‘Paouns [kai 


ol]Kovpevi[Kos natpi]apyx[nc]. 





125. GERMANOS (Ill MARKOUTZAS) 


125.1 Germanos (III Markoutzas), patriarch of Constantinople (1265-66) 

DO 58.106.311.— D. 40 mm. W. 48.37 g. Corroded. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 38b (Germanos III); Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no. 1633 (Germanos II). Cf. Seibt’s review of 
Laurent’s Corpus 5 in ByzS/ 35 (1974): no. 1633 and Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 52 (p. 179). . 

Obyv. The Virgin seated on a high-back throne. Details of scene indistinct. No epigraphy or border 
visible. 


Rev. Inscription of eight lines. No border visible. 
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IT PATRIARCHS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 





EPMANOC|EAEVOVAPXI|ENICKONOCKUN|TANTNISNOA.UCINEACPUMHCKAI.|.KS- 

MENHKOC|MATPIAPX|HC 

Teppavoc €A€w@ O(e0)d apyiexioxoros Kmvotavtviovno0A[e]ac (sic) Néas ‘Poungs Kai [oi]Kov- 

LEVIKOS TATPLAPYNS. 

Note the interesting spelling mistakes: KovotavtviovndA[e]a@c and [oi]kovnevnKoc. We have 
preferred to assign this seal to Germanos III because the decoration of the Virgin’s throne is quite 


different than on seals attributed to Germanos II. See Zacos, Seals 2: no. 35. 
126. ANTHONY (IV) 


Anthony was twice patriarch. He served briefly under John V and then again under Manuel II, at 
whose coronation he officiated in February of 1392. He promoted among the rulers of Poland and 
Russia the notion of a crusade, led by Sigismund of Hungary, against the Turks and requested that 
Grand Prince Basil of Moscow reinscribe in the diptychs in Moscow the name of the Byzantine em- 
peror, after it had been dropped. See ODB 1:125; PLP 1: no. 1113; Nicol, Biographical Diction- 
ary, 10. 


126.1 Anthony (IV), patriarch of Constantinople (1389-90; 1391-97) 
DO 58.106.312.— D. 38 mm.; field: 32 mm. W. 33.67 g. 
Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 50a; Laurent, Corpus 5.3: no.1634. Mentioned in Dated Lead Seals, no. 155. Cf. Gala- 
varis, ““Thokos,” no. 68 (p. 180). 
Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At |. and r. of the Virgin: 
ttHP-OV: Mn(tn)p O(eo)d. At I. and r.: !C-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(p16t6)c¢. Border of dots. 
Rey. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
MENI|KOCNPIAPXHIC 
Avtovios €A€o O(c0)d apyiexioxonos KmvotavtiwovundAemc Néas ‘Pons Kai oikovpevikdc 
T(OLT)PLAPXNG. 
Three seals of this patriarch, still attached to the documents they validated, have survived on 
Mount Athos. One in the archives of the monastery of Vatopedi, dating from April of 1389, is published 
in Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 155. The second dates from June of 1393; a good illustration 
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128 EUTHYMIOS (II) 


may be conveniently consulted in Zacos, Seals 2: no. 50b and Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 46. The third 
dates from June of 1395 and is preserved in the archives of the monastery of Koutloumousiou. Clear 


photos are to be conveniently found in Zacos, Seals 2: no. 50c and Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no, 47. 
127. MATTHEW (1) 


Matthew began his eccelesiastical career at age 15, when he entered the Charsianeites Monastery 
in Constantinople. He received instruction first from the abbot Mark and then his successor, Neilos, 
who later became patriarch and whom Matthew succeeded as abbot. He held this position through- 
out his reign as patriarch. He is remembered for writing a typikon of the monastery in which he re- 
asserted the spiritual guidelines established by Mark and Neilos. See Janin, Eglises, 501-2; ODB 
2:1316; PLP 7, no. 17387; and Monastic Foundation Documents 4:1625. 


127.1 Matthew (I), patriarch of Constantinople (1397-1402; 1403-10) 

DO 58.106.316.— D. 40 mm.; field: 30 mm. W. 51.13 g. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: 5la; Laurent, Corpus 5,3: no. 1635; Oikonomides, Dated Lead Seals, no. 158. Cf. Galava- 
ris, “Thokos,” no. 70 (p. 181). 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on her knees. At |. and r. of the Virgin: 
hHP-OV: Mn(ty)p O(eo)d. At 1. and r.: IC-XC: I(nood)¢ X(pi6t6)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
+MATOAILOCEAEVOV|APXIENICKON|OCKUNCTANTIINSNOAEUCNE|ACPUMCKAI|OIKS- 
MENIK|OCIFP.PXHC 
MatOaiog cAém O(e0)b dpyieioxonos KavotavtwoundAeas Néas Pouns Kal oikovpeviKoc 
T(AT)P(APXNG. 

In the last line on the reverse the alpha and rho are in ligature. Zacos (Seals 2: nos. 51b and c) has 
published two additional examples of Matthew’s seals: one from his own collection and a specimen 


from the Ermitage Collection. For the latter see now as well Likhachev, Molivdovuly, no. LXIX.11. 
128. EUTHYMIOS (ID 


Euthymios began his ecclesiastical career as a monk. Before 1385 he became a hieromonk and by 
1396 was archimandrite of the Stoudios monastery (Janin, Eglises, 433), the sanctuary where his re- 
mains were buried. See PLP 3, no. 6268. 


128.1 Euthymios (II), patriarch of Constantinople (1410-16) 

Fogg 548.— D. 35 mm. W. 41.28 g. 

Ed. Zacos, Seals 2: no. 52; Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 48. Cf. Galavaris, “Thokos,” no. 71 (p. 181). 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a backless throne, holding Christ on knees. At |. and r. of the Virgin: 
HHP-OV: Mn(ty)p O(eo)d. At 1. and r.: |C-XC: I(no0b)¢ X(pt6t6)¢. Border of dots. 


Rev. Inscription of seven lines. Border of dots. 
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+EVOVMIOCIEAEVOVAXIENI|KONOCKUNT ANTI[OVNOAEUVCNEAC|UFHCK dOIKOV| 
ENIKOCM,]...... 
EvOvu10¢ EAEM O(e0)d Apxteni[o]Kkonocg Kovotavti[vloundAems Néas [‘Ploung Kai oikov- 


[WJeviKds (ot) [prapync]. 


129. N. 


129.1 N., patriarch of Constantinople (date?) 
Fogg 1888.— D. 41 mm. W. 27.37 g. Holed. 
Ed. Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 39 (Gerasimos, 1320-21). 
Oby. Flat. 
Rev. Inscription of eight lines. Border of dots. 
MPIAPXHC 
[.....2]og €A€@ O(eo)[d] apytexioxo[zlog Kwvi[otlavt[iwovnoAlews [Nléacg ‘Pounsg Kat 
OLKOVLEVIKOS 1(AT)PLEPYNGC. 
Laurent read the first letters of line one on the reverse as! EPAC.... One could believe that the 
construction of the initial letter involves an upright bar and that the second letter is lunate. But after 


that one has difficulty in reading the name as Gerasimos. 
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130 N. 


130. N. 


130.1 N., patriarch of Constantinople (date?) 

DO 47.2.4.— D. 35 mm. W. 26.20 g. 

Unpublished, but mentioned by Laurent, Corpus 5.1: no. 37. 

Oby. The Virgin seated on a high-back throne, holding Christ on her knees. Visible at r.: OV. Inde- 
terminate border. 

Rey. Uncertain inscription and iconography. 

In his unpublished catalogue of the Shaw Collection Laurent reads the first line on the reverse 
as A.A and attributes the specimen to Patriarch Athanasios I (1289-93; 1303-9). But the opening 
lines are virtually illegible. In Zacos, Seals 2 (nos. 41a and b) we find two superb examples of Atha- 
nasios’s seals. In both cases the throne consists of square back panels ornamented with a pellet in 
the center. On our specimen no back panels are shown, much less pellets, suggesting that the owner 
of this seal was someone other than Athanasios. Indeed a close parallel is Zacos, Seals 2: 44a and b, 
the seals of John Kalekas (1334-47). 
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Chapter III 


ADDENDA 


In 2004 Dumbarton Oaks acquired an example of the seal of Peter I of Bulgaria. So that the object 
may enter the scholarly literature we thought it appropriate to publish the specimen as an adden- 
dum to a catalogue that focuses on imperial Byzantine seals. We wish to thank Prof. Ivan Jordanov 
for writing a description of this seal. In homage to the late Prof. Philip Grierson we present addi- 
tionally a well-preserved unpublished gold seal in the Sackler Collection (Harvard). Shortly before 
his retirement as the Dumbarton Oaks Adviser in Numismatics Prof. Grierson called my attention 
to this unremarked item and at that time I decided to publish it with this catalogue of imperial lead 
seals. The publication is respectfully dedicated to the memory of his years of service to Dumbar- 


ton Oaks. 
131. PETER I, TSAR OF THE BULGARIANS 


131.1 Peter I, tsar of the Bulgarians (960s) 

BZC 2004.3.— D. 21 mm. W. 10.96 g. 

Unpublished, but a parallel specimen is illustrated in I. Jordanov and Z. Zhekova, Catalogue of Medieval Seals 
at the Regional Historical Museum of Shumen (Shumen, 2007), no. 67. 

Obv. A half-length representation of Christ, wearing a tunic and himation and holding the r. hand in 
blessing and a book with a jeweled cover in the |. hand. He has a nimbus cruciger. At |. and r., 
the siglalC-XC: ‘I(nood)¢ X(p10t6)c¢. Border of dots. 

Rey. Half-length representation of Peter I bearded, wearing a cross-topped crown with pendilia and 
a loros. He holds in the r. hand a globus cruciger surmounted by a patriarchal cross. At r. are 
two monograms in Cyrillic script that identify the figure as Peter, tsar of the Bulgarians: tT nte 
4 ra Border of dots. T(e)tp(s) i(a)pb or u(bca)pb ba(b)ra(poms). 

The figure style, mode of dress, and regalia that we find on the Dumbarton Oaks seal is much 
the same that we encounter on the matrix of a bronze boulloterion that Jordanov dates to the 960s. 
An illustration of the latter may be found in I. Jordanov, Korpus na pechatite na srednovekovna Bul- 
gariia (Sofia, 2000), no. 120. There are, however, no monograms on this object and Peter’s beard is 
much longer. A large number of Peter’s lead seals have survived. For the most part they bear Greek 
inscriptions. The Cyrillic monograms on our specimen reflect an evolution in chancery practice. 
They suggest that by the 960s the Bulgarian royal chancery was composing documents in Slavic 


(Ivan Jordanov). 
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fil ADDENDA 


132. MICHAEL VII DOUKAS (GOLD SEAL) 


132.1 Michael VII Doukas (gold seal; 1071-78) 

Arthur M. Sackler Museum, Harvard University, 1951.31.4.1867 (bequest of Thomas Whittemore).— D. 23.5 
x 22.5 mm. W. 7.86 g. The specimen displays a melted edge and granulation on the obverse. Tony Sigel, 
Associate Conservator of Objects and Sculpture, Harvard University Art Museums (HUAM), states that 
“there are no obvious repairs—added material, solder/adhesives, modern file/abrasive marks, etc.” (abbre- 
viated comments following a fuller report, reproduced below). 

Unpublished. The specimen was exhibited at Dumbarton Oaks, 1 July-7 October 2002. In Zacos—Veglery, no. 
94, is published a gold seal from the Zacos Collection, attributed to Michael VII. There is no identifying 
legend, just as there is none on a gold seal in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection that Grierson, “Byzantine 
Gold Bullae,’ 250-51, likewise has assigned to Michael VII. Both specimens differ from the present one 
in that their obverses bear a representation of Christ en buste and their reverses, a depiction en buste of 
the emperor. 

Oby. Christ seated on a square-backed throne. He is lightly bearded and wears his hair long at the 
sides. The sidelocks at r. are fuller and wavier than the strand hanging down at |. He wears a 
tunic and himation and blesses with the r. hand and holds a book in the |. hand. He has a nim- 
bus cruciger; each arm is decorated with one pellet. His feet rest on a dais. At 1. and r.: 1C-XC: 
I(no0d)¢ X(ptot0)¢. Border of dots. 

Rev. Michael VII standing to front, wearing a crown with a cross and a loros, an end of which is 
draped over the |. wrist and ornamented with five dots. He holds in the r. hand a labarum and a 
globus cruciger in the |. hand. Circular inscription. Border of dots. 
+MIXAHAAVTO-KPAT.POUMOAUK. 

Miyana avtoxpa&t(wp) ‘Pap(atwv) 6 AovK(ac). 

The obverse and reverse of this specimen closely parallel in overall design nos. 80.1—80.12. 

In 2002 Dumbarton Oaks requested from HUAM a full examination of this gold seal. Three 
reports were submitted. The first deals with general considerations of the specimen’s appearance 
and manufacture. It was written by Tony Sigel and submitted 16 May 2002; it is reproduced here 


in full: 


Examination of a Byzantine gold seal, or boulla, of Michael VII Doukas, Accession No. 
1951.31.4.1867 

The gold shows the characteristic stretching striations and stepping, most pronounced 
at the border and high-to-low relief transition areas, that are indicative of a die-stamped 
production method. 

There is no evidence of two halves joined, such as a visible solder seam. 

The disc on each side has faint linear striations along two shallow indentations that 
straddle the hollow central area. This suggests that the prestamped shape was that of a disc 
of metal with a raised hollow tubular section. With the cord/ribbon threaded through the 
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132 MICHAEL VIJ DOUKAS (GOLD SEAL) 


hole, the gold was struck, closing the gold around the cord as the metal was impressed. The 
striking was insufficient to completely efface the transition of the raised, tubular areas of 
the blank. White burial deposit was seen within the hole. 

The obverse of the boulla has several features not found on the reverse. There is a 5.3 
x 2.5 area of melted metal next to the right edge of the bottom hole opening, at the edge 
of the disc. It has a sunken appearance, and may be related to a granulated surface texture 
found in the low relief areas of the bottom two thirds of the disc. The explanation for this 
on a die-struck surface is not readily apparent. It has the appearance of a “wash” of granu- 
lated gold that has collected in the low-relief interstices of the design. 

Also seen on the obverse but not the reverse of the boulla are scattered black deposits. 


This thin black material is also seen around and within the flattened top and bottom holes. 


The second report, submitted by Eugene Farrell (HUAM) on 17 June 2002, examines the ques- 


tion of composition. It too is reproduced in full: 


The median composition, .84% Cu, 31.38% Ag, and 66.38% Au, is consistent with the 
definition of electrum; i.e., an alloy of Au and Ag with 20-50% Ag. The first coins were 
made from natural alluvial gold to which silver was added to create an electrum contain- 
ing approximately 55% Au, 45% Ag, and 1 or 2% Cu (A. Ramage and P. Craddock, King 
Croesus’ Gold (Cambridge, Mass., 2000], 18). 

The surface analysis was done on flat surfaces where worn, and therefore polished. The 
composition is consistent at all sample sites, suggesting a consistent composition overall, 
with small surface variations from place to place. The Hg content is significant with either 
placer Hg recovery using amalgam or surface gilding on the boulla. Visually the boulla 
seems to have more gold coating in places with wear on flat and high-relief areas.The pres- 
ence of Cu Fe S (black areas) seems clearly to be a contaminant along with the silicates; 
these are typically found in burial contexts. The Hg is not likely related to burial. The tin rich 


phase most likely is from the boulla being in contact with bronze, perhaps another coin. 


The third report details the results obtained from an electron microprobe analysis, submitted on 


24 May 2002 by David Lange of the Electron Microprobe Laboratory. It is quoted in full: 


Notes on electron microprobe analysis of 1951.31.4.1867, gold seal of Michael VII Ducas 

A gold seal approximately 22 mm in diameter and 2 mm thick was submitted for elec- 
tron microprobe analysis. Analyses were done on both faces of the seal on smoother more 
polished areas of the seal. The analyses were done on a Cameca MBX electron microprobe 
using wavelength dispersive spectrometers (WDS) at 25 Kev, 22 nanoampere beam cur- 
rent, and arastered beam 32 micrometers across. A calibration curve using the NIST Ag-Au 
standards was determined to correct the Ag and Au values for matrix corrections. Cu and 
Hg were also measured and Sandia ZAF85 was used for matrix corrections for these ele- 
ments. The K-alpha line was used for Cu, L-alpha for Ag and Hg, and M-alpha for Au. 
Pure element standards were used for Cu, Ag, and Au and cinnabar (HgS) for Hg. 
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fil ADDENDA 


The results are presented in a separate table (see p. 225). The totals range from 94 to 
102 percent; this wide range is due to the rough nature of the sample. The sample was ana- 
lyzed as-is, using the flatter areas appearing more polished under the optical microscope. 
All the areas had small scratches and often tiny inclusions or surface “dirt.” 

Analysis of four of the tiny beads indicate a higher Cu and Ag content than the rest of 
seal but is still similar to the seal. 

Some black areas on the seated side of the seal were checked by qualitative energy dis- 
persive analysis (EDS). The most common component appears to be a Cu-Fe sulfide. Some 
phases noted in some spectra include a Mg-silicate (Fe?), Ca phase with minor K, and trace 


amounts of Hg in some areas. A Sn-rich phase was found in the Ag-Au part of the seal. 


In publishing the gold seals of Michael VII, Nikephoros III, and Alexios I Komnenos, Grier- 
son states (“Byzantine Gold Bullae,’ 245) that the bullae of the last two “are made of two separate 
pieces of metal.” He goes on to say that “the bulla of Michael is probably similar but is too badly 
preserved for this to be clear.” In the present case there can be no doubt. Thorough examination of 
a seal that is in a good state of preservation and bears an identifying legend reveals that the object’s 
“‘pre-stamped shape was that of a disc of metal.” To our knowledge the information that we present 


about the object’s composition marks the first time that such data have appeared for a gold seal. 
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Electron Microprobe Analysis of Gold Seal of Michael VII Ducas, 1951.31.4.1867 


Point 


Co wmnnyn HD un ff WW NH 


ee 
no — © 


13 
14 
15 
16 
17 


19 
20 
21 
22 
23 


Side 

Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 
Reverse 


Reverse 


Obverse 
Obverse 
Obverse 
Obverse 


Obverse 


Obverse 


Obverse 
Obverse 
Obverse 
Obverse 


Obverse 


Area 

Forehead 

Forehead 

Clothing, right side, high area 
Clothing, right side, high area 
Clothing, right side, high area 
Clothing?, left side 
Clothing?, left side 

Bead cluster, lower center 
Bead, lower center 

Bead, lower center 

Bead 

Flat area, not as “polished” 
as other areas 

Globe 

Globe 

Rib on clothing 

Bead on clothing 

Bead on clothing 

Lips 

Nose 

Bead on hair 

Staff? 

Large flat area-left side 


Top of letter 


Minimum 
Maximum 
Median 


Overall average (1-23) 
Reverse side average (1-12) 
Obverse side average (13-23) 
Reverse side beads (8-11) 


Standard deviation (overall) 
Counting error (1 sigma) 


Detection limit (3 sigma) 
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Cu 

0.77 
0.61 
3.03 
2.09 
0.33 
1.60 
L220 
3.03 
0.84 
2.61 
3.09 
0.48 


0.15 
1.72 
0.64 
0.73 
0.69 
1.84 
1.42 
0.34 
1.32 
0.78 
0.25 


0.15 
3.09 
0.84 


1.29 
1.64 
0.90 
2.39 


0.94 
0.01 
0.02 


Element Weight Percent 


Ag 

28.44 
29.54 
31.47 
32.52 
29.21 
29.79 
30.72 
33.46 
33.64 
32.33 
34.18 
31.85 


29.13 
31.40 
31.42 
31.58 
29.51 
29.92 
31.45 
30.67 
31.38 
30.10 
30.17 


28.44 
34.18 
31.38 


31.04 
31.43 
30.61 
33.40 


1.52 
0.12 
0.06 


Au 

66.39 
68.11 
66.42 
67.20 
65.98 
65.67 
66.59 
64.66 
66.79 
64.02 
61.60 
67.36 


65.30 
63.35 
67.91 
67.63 
63.72 
66.38 
64.46 
66.80 
67.44 
65.21 
65.71 


61.60 
68.11 
66.38 


Averages 
65.86 
65.90 
65.81 
64.27 


1.63 
0.32 
0.10 


Hg 

0.14 
0.18 
0.12 
0.08 
0.17 
0.16 
0.13 
0.03 
0.16 
0.13 
0.07 
0.21 


0.29 
0.19 
0.17 
0.12 
0.08 
0.11 
0.14 
0.26 
0.12 
0.22 
0.19 


0.03 
0.29 
0.14 


0.15 
0.13 
0.17 
0.10 


0.06 
0.04 
0.10 


Total 
95.74 
98.44 

101.04 

101.89 
95.69 
97.22 
98.69 

101.18 

101.43 
99.09 
98.94 
99.90 


94.87 
96.66 
100.14 
100.06 
94.00 
98.25 
97.47 
98.07 
100.26 
96.31 
96.32 


98.74 


98.33 
99.10 
97.49 
100.16 
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Fogg 1703 
Fogg 1704 
Fogg 1710 
Fogg 1712 
Fogg 1713 
Fogg 1801 
Fogg 1888 


Fogg 1951.31.4.1867 
Fogg 1951.31.5.115 
Fogg 1951.31.5.1311 


Fogg 2779 
Fogg 2780 
Fogg 2781 
Fogg 2782 
Fogg 2938 
Fogg 3619 


84.6 
64.7 
84.12 
85.7 
85.8 
85.9 
85.10 
85.11 
88.24 
88.25 
$8.26 
88.27 
88.28 
88.29 
$8.30 
88.31 
88.32 
91.1 
91.4 
93.5 
93.6 
93.10 
102.1 
105.1 
108.1 
106.1 
107.1 
93.8 
73.10 
49.2 
91.6 
129.1 
132.1 
1.1 
2.1 
72.2 
93.9 
4.12 
91.5 
98.1 
17.13 


GLOSSARY 


akakia: A pouch of purple silk containing a measure of dust. 
aspron: Meaning “fresh” or “white,” the word often accompanies the term “trachy.” 


basileus: A classical Greek word meaning “king” or “queen.” It is the standard term employed in 
the Byzantine period for an emperor or empress. 


boulloterion: The term usually refers to a pliers-like instrument with dies engraved in reverse on 
its two heads. Sealing in lead required a boulloterion, a lead blank with a hollow channel, and 
a piece of cord that had been threaded through holes made in the bottom of a document. Each 
dangling end of the cord was inserted into the channel and the whole was placed between the 
boulloterion’s heads. When the handles were squeezed the blank received the imprint of the 
dies and the blank and cord were permanently joined. 

chlamys: An imperial cloak, fastened on the r. shoulder with a fibula. 

Christogram: The letters [XP combined into a monogram, such as k, meaning “Inootc Xpiotdc. 


cross potent: A cross with a bar at the end of each arm. 


despotes (fem. despoina): The Greek equivalent of the Latin word dominus. It appears on seals 
from the [Xth century onward. 


Emmanouel: An epithet accompanying a depiction of a younger, bearded Christ. The Christ Em- 
manouel appearing on the seals of Manuel I is boyish and beardless. 


fibula: A jeweled fastener used to secure the imperial chlamys. 
follis (pl. folles): The largest denomination of copper coins. 


globus cruciger: A globe surmounted by a cross. When held by an imperial figure, it symbolizes 
rulership. 


himation: A mantle—an outer garment made of wool or linen—that was worn in antiquity, but not 
in Byzantine times. The garment survives pictorially in Byzantine representations of Christ 


and other holy figures, such as Apostles and Prophets. 


histamenon: Initially the term signified the “standard” gold coin of full weight, in distinction to the 
tetarteron. 


hyperpyron: The term, meaning “highly refined,” was at first applied to the gold nomisma of full 
weight. 


labarum: A military standard, frequently decorated with a cross. 
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GLOSSARY 


loros: A long, jeweled scarf wrapped around the body, one end of which hung down in front and 
the other was draped over the wearer’s |. arm. In the [Xth century the scarf was supplanted by 
a “simplified” loros, a jewel-studded garment that was put on over the head. 


mandorla: Literally “almond.” The term refers to an almond-shaped aureole enclosing a figure’s 
entire body. It symbolizes the presence of God. 


manus Dei: “Hand of God.” 
maphorion: The Virgin’s veil. 


miliaresion (from Lat. miliarense): A silver coin. The term generally is used to denominate coins 
of thin fabric minted from the VIIIth to the XIth century. 


nomisma: A term signifying a gold solidus. In the late Xth century it referred to a heavier hista- 
menon (after 1092 called a hyperpyron) and a lighter tetarteron. 


patriarchal cross: A cross with a smaller crossbar placed above the larger, central crossbeam. 
pendilia: Strands of pearls hanging down from each side of the imperial crown. 
rotulus: A scroll. 


sellion: A type of low throne depicted on seals of the Latin emperors of Constantinople. It has tri- 
angular legs and is decorated with animal heads. 


solidus: The standard Byzantine gold coin, first minted under Constantine I and weighing 4.55 g. 
suppedion: A cushioned footstool. 
tablion: A sumptuously wrought triangle of cloth that was added as decoration to the chlamys. 


tessera: In seals catalogues the term refers to a metal object that resembles a seal, but, because it 
lacks a channel for suspension, cannot perform the function of a seal. 


tetarteron: A lightweight nomisma struck during the Xth and XIth centuries. 
thokos: A low, backless throne. 


trachy: A term that signifies coins of concave design struck between the XIth and XIVth centuries 
in electrum, billon, or copper. 


tremissis: A one-third solidus. 


Virgin Nikopoios: An art-historical term referring to a representation of the Virgin holding a me- 
dallion of Christ before her. 
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